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Council pledges £l5k for 


balloon carnival 


OSWESTRY Town Council has 
pledged £15,000 to support a balloon 
carnival and wants businesses to 
back it and keep the event going. 

The balloon carnival was run by 
Nightingale House Hospice, Lind- 
strand Technologies and the town 
council over the August bank holiday 
weekend and saw 8,000 people de¬ 
scend on Cae Glas Park. 


Oswestry Town Council received 
a report last week stating the Civic 
Aviation Authority commended the 
organisers for its safety and balloon¬ 
ists said they enjoyed flying from the 
park. 

The council agreed to continue to 
back the event again and increase its 
contribution from £10,000. 

Some businesses in the town had 


reported a huge increase in trading 
over the two-day event. 

In the report discussed by council¬ 
lors, Town Clerk David Preston said 
the event needed more support to 
help a prospective 2019 event. 

He said: “Local businesses seem to 
have benefited from the event, with 
several reporting the Saturday as 
their busiest day of the year. 


“The event was not well supported 
by local businesses in terms of spon¬ 
sorship and in terms of engagement. 

“There is a commitment from the 
partners to work with the Chamber 
of Commerce, the Business Improve¬ 
ment District and other businesses in 
the town to ascertain their support in 
the form of sponsorship, financial or 
in kind, to the value of £10,000. This 


is needed to secure the future of the 
event and recognises the considerable 
benefit to local businesses of having 
such a large town centre event.” 

Following the success of last 
month’s event, the organisers were 
inundated with praise for their work. 

Mayor Sandy Best said it was one 
of the best events that the town had 
seen. 


RELIGION 

Church move is a 
step closer after 
building acquired 

PLANS to move an Oswestry church 
from a residential area into the town 
centre have moved a step closer after it 
acquired a building. 

Hope Church, currently in Laburnum 
Drive, wants to move onto a site on Eng¬ 
lish Walls, next to Central Car Park. 

It has now asked for planning permis¬ 
sion to change the use of an adjoining 
unit in Market Gate from a restaurant to 
a church hall. 

Tony Gray, speaking on behalf of Hope 
Church, said: “The unit has been acquired 
as part of our proposed development of 
our new church building as previously 
approved. The original church hall from 
the Baptist Church had a change of use 
to commercial in 1997 and we are now 
using this building for religious purposes 
and community use.” 

Members of the church say that the 
current building in Laburnum Drive 
is more than 50 years old and needs an 
upgrade. They said they want to become 
more visible in the town and that the cen¬ 
tre of Oswestry was the perfect place. 

The church says it has plans to spend 
about £lm clearing the space opposite 
Poundland on English Walls and building 
a new community facility. 

MEDIA 

Last edition of the 
Chronicle this week 

THIS week’s Chronicle is the final edition 
of the newspaper. 

We would like to thank our readers and 
advertisers for their support since the 
Chronicle launched in 2011. 

Oswestry and Mid Wales will continue 
to be served through our daily newspaper 
the Shropshire Star as well as online at 
Shropshirestar.com. See our double page 
feature on pages 28 and 29 for informa¬ 
tion about an exclusive new customer 
offer for the Shropshire Star. 

• Save - See Pages 28 & 29 


INSIDE 



CREMATORIUM 
BID IS WELCOMED 



Report by Jonny Drury _ 

LEADING funeral directors 
have backed proposals to 
build a new crematorium to 
serve Oswestry. 

Westleigh, a firm which runs crema¬ 
toria across the country, wants to de¬ 
velop a new facility on land off the A5 
at Nesscliffe. 

The firm staged a public con¬ 
sultation event on the plans last 
week and said the new cremato¬ 
rium was needed because cur¬ 
rent facilities in Shrewsbury and 
Wrexham were oversubscribed. 

Opinion on the proposal was 
split among Nesscliffe residents 
with some fearing it would cause 
Mr Kirkham traffic and pollution issues. 

But the firm’s CEO Richard 
Evans said funeral directors have long been call¬ 
ing for a new facility to serve Oswestry. 

He said: “We have been actively looking in 
this area for five to six years now and have 
looked at a number of sites. 

“Funeral directors have been having prob¬ 
lems because the closest crematoriums are full 
to capacity.” 

Aubrey Kirkham, who runs funeral directors 
in Four Crosses and Shrewsbury, has welcomed 
the news. He said Wrexham and Shrewsbury 
have been full to capacity with up to an eight- 
week waiting list at one point. 

He said: “It has long been needed because it 
allows us to bring a better service to families 
because it can be an eight-week waiting list else¬ 
where.” 

And Gillian Richards of David Davies and 
Sons in Oswestry said: “We’ve also had issues 
with other facilities and having to wait to get the 
right appointment. 

“Anything to help that and help customers is 
going to be a big help.” 

• Split - See Page 5 


Florence gears up for her fell race fundraiser 
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Florence Roberts on a lunchtime training session at the Village Bakery in Wrexham ahead of her challenge 

A BAKERY worker from Oswestry is in train¬ 
ing for a gruelling 50-mile fell race to raise 
money for an air ambulance service in mem¬ 
ory of her father who died of a heart attack. 

Florence Roberts, 26, who works at the 
Village Bakery in Wrexham, will be taking 
part in the Long Mynd Hike which includes 


8,000ft of climbing covering eight summits in 
the Shropshire Hills. 

She’s aiming to raise £1,000 for the Mid¬ 
lands Air Ambulance which scrambled after 
her 58-year-old father, Richard Roberts, fell 
ill whilst driving a tractor on the family farm, 
Pentre David, in Hengoed, near Oswestry. 


Florence, or Floss as she’s known, will be 
teaming up with her friend Margaret Herbert, 
28, for the Herculean effort, starting at 1pm 
on October 6. 

People can support Floss in her fundraising 
at justgiving.com/fundraising/florence-rob- 
erts4 
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Over 100 Rolls of Carpet & Vinyl 
in stock for FREE FITTING 
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it's a golden end to a super 
summer for bloom town 



Members of the hospital staff who enjoyed a tour of Downing Street as a special thank-you from North Shropshire MP Owen Paterson 


Report by Sue Austin _ 

IT’S been a golden year for 
Oswestry in Bloom, with anoth¬ 
er top award for the town, it has 
been announced. 

For the 14th year running Oswestry 
has taken gold in the Heart of Eng¬ 
land in Bloom competition, despite be¬ 
ing one of the smallest contestants in 
the large towns category. 

And the town’s spectacular floral tri¬ 
umphs may not end with the announce¬ 
ment of the Heart in England results, 
organisers have said. 

Last year the town not only won gold 
in the regional competition but standards 
were judged to be so high that it was one of 
only a handful of villages, towns and cities, 
put through to Britain in Bloom, the pres¬ 
tigious national competition. 

It meant that the local in bloom commit¬ 
tee had to host not one, but two different 
judging panels in the summer as it sought 
bloom success. 

The national Britain in Bloom results 
will be revealed at a presentation in Belfast 
on October 16. 

Betty Gull, chairman of the town’s in 
bloom committee, thanked everyone who 
played a part in ensuring the town once 
again enjoyed success in the popular com¬ 
petition and she said she was hopeful of 
more success. 

Miss Gull said: “It was tremendously dif¬ 
ficult this year with the weather conditions, 
keeping everything watered and looking 
good. 

“I am very grateful to everybody who 
worked so hard.” 

Miss Gull added: “We all tried our very 
best to impress the judges in not one but 
two competitions.” 

She said that the in bloom committee 
now had fingers crossed for the Britain in 
Bloom competition. 

“We travel to Belfast on October 16,” 
Miss Gull said. 

“It was delightful showing people around 
that didn’t know Oswestry and we were 
able to give the Britain in Bloom judges a 
look at the history of the town and its her¬ 
itage.” 


MEMBERS of a hospital team which cared 
for North Shropshire MP Owen Paterson 
after he broke his back had a special tour 
around 10 Downing Street to thank them 
for his treatment. 

Mr Paterson arranged for the staff mem¬ 
bers at the Midland Centre for Spinal In¬ 


juries at Oswestry Orthopaedic Hospital to 
visit Number 10 on Friday last week. 

It comes after the MP broke three verte¬ 
brae in a riding accident in January. 

He spent three weeks in hospital after 
the accident. Mr Paterson said: “I organ¬ 
ised it for them, it was a very very small 


gesture considering what they did for me. 
I’m eternally grateful for their incredible 
care when I was in hospital and it’s just a 
small thanks. 

“I hope they all had a really good day, 
they are an absolute world class institu¬ 
tion.” 
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Voyeurism 

inquiry 

complaint 

withdrawn 

A COMPLAINT about the handling 
of an investigation into voyeurism at 
a Shropshire hospital has been with¬ 
drawn. 

An investigation into historic inci¬ 
dents at the Oswestry Orthopaedic 
Hospital in Gobowen had begun in 
November. 

However, earlier this year it was 
dropped on evidential grounds. 

A complaint was then made against 
West Mercia Police over the handling 
of the case, but a police spokeswoman 
has confirmed the complaint was 
withdrawn by the complainant. 

The allegations were made about 
incidents alleged to have happened 
between 2014 and 2016. 

A man in his 80s was interviewed 
voluntarily by police officers to help 
with their investigation. 

Earlier this year the force confirmed 
the investigation had concluded and 
no further action was being taken. 

An email revealed no further ac¬ 
tion was being taken on “evidential 
grounds”. 

When the allegations first surfaced, 
the hospital said it was fully co-oper¬ 
ating with the police, and that as the 
investigation was taking place, the 
man in question was asked not to use 
the hospital facilities. 

Following the conclusion of the po¬ 
lice investigation, the hospital has not 
said whether the man will be allowed 
to use its facilities again. 

Circular walk for 
rambler group 

THE Welshpool Ramblers’ walk on 
Sunday will be a 7.5 mile moderate 
circular one from Dolanog. 

Meet at 9am in the car park beside 
the Welshpool Tourist Centre (SY21 
7DD; OS grid ref. SJ 226 076), or al¬ 
ternatively at the start of the walk 
at the Dolanog Car Park (SY21 OLQ; 
OS grid ref. SJ 066 128) ready for a 
9.45am start. 


Proposed merger of 
colleges is put back 



Report by Jonny Drury 

THE confirmation date of a new 
college merger has been put 
back by a month, but bosses 
have insisted it will still go ahead. 

Ian Peake, principal at Oswestry’s 
North Shropshire College, said a pro¬ 
posed merger with Herefordshire and 
Ludlow College is still going ahead 
despite staff concerns the move may 
have ground to a halt. 

Now head of governors Gillian Richards 
has said the merger date has moved, but 
things are running well. 

She has said she is hopeful of everything 
going to plan, ahead of sealing the college 
merger on November 1. 

She said: “The final details are being 
sorted out now, and it looks like it is going 
to go through. That is what we hope, it 
looks like the government are going to back 
us with the correct funding to help this col¬ 
lege flourish in the future. 

“October 1 doesn’t look like it is going to 
happen, but we are looking at November 1 
for the official merger to take place. 

“If it all goes to plan North Shropshire 
College will end on October 31, and then 
on November 1 it will be Herefordshire and 
Ludlow and North Shropshire College. 

“That is the date we are hoping for.” 

It has been an uncertain couple of years 
for the college, which stopped doing the tra¬ 
ditional A level subjects. 

It was then revealed that it was look¬ 
ing to complete a move with Reaseheath 
College in 2017, with months of talks and 
preparation going into the move. However 
after the blocks were put in place, it col¬ 
lapsed at the 11th hour due to government 
funding issues. 

Then college bosses insisted they didn’t 
need a merger to secure the future of the 
college, but they were actively looking for 
one. It was this year they announced talks 
were well underway with their counter¬ 
parts in Herefordshire and Ludlow. 

However NSC campuses at Shipley and 
Tenbury Wells won’t be part of the move, 
after it was announced they had been part 
of cuts. 


FOUR members of staff at Oswest¬ 
ry Orthopaedic Hospital have been 
named finalists in the Patient 
Choice Award - and it’s up to the 
public to decide who takes home the 
special title. 

Past and present patients of the 
hospital were asked to nominate a 
member of staff who went above 
and beyond. 

The winner - who will be selected 


by a public vote online - will re¬ 
ceive the award at the Celebration 
of Achievement Awards at the Lion 
Quays Hotel on November 22. 

Over 30 nominations were sub¬ 
mitted and a shortlisting panel met 
to decide the final four who are 
being put to public vote. 

The fabulous four are Ffion 
Evans, physiotherapist on Alice 
Ward, the dedicated children’s 


ward, Pete Gallacher, consultant 
orthopaedic surgeon, Clare Jones, 
theatre support worker and Belinda 
Potts, healthcare assistant on the 
Midland Centre for Spinal Injuries. 

The full nominations and facility 
to vote can be found on the Patient 
Choice Award voting page at www. 
rjah.nhs.uk/vote. 

Voting closes at midnight on Oc¬ 
tober 14. 
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Guild is set to 
meet up again 

OSWESTRY and District Townswom¬ 
en Guild holds its next meeting today 
(Thursday) in the Festival Suite, Me¬ 
morial Hall, Oswestry, from 2pm to 
4pm. 

Val Laundy from the group said: 
“We are looking forward to our 
speaker this month who is Marian 
Evans with her quilts, talking to us 
about Project Linus UK and showing 
us some of her beautiful work. 

“Come along ladies and make new 
friends, listen to interesting speakers 
and demonstrators, go on outings, 
have a cuppa with us, we will make 
you very welcome. 

“We are only a small group of ladies 
bored with sitting at home.” 

For more information call Val 
Laundy on 07891 084071 or come 
along to the Memorial Hall on this 
afternoon. 

Man dies after 
tree collision 

A MAN has died after a car hit a tree, 
the police have said. 

The crash happened at 5.45am on 
Sunday at Abertridwr, close to Lake 
Vyrnwy. 

Officers from Dyfed Powys Police 
closed the road to enable investiga¬ 
tions to be carried out. 

The police have appealed to wit¬ 
nesses who may have seen the silver 
Vauxhall Corsa involved beforehand 
to call them. 

Anyone with information about the 
tragic incident is asked to call the po¬ 
lice on 101. 

Baby hurt after 
material hits pram 

A BABY narrowly escaped a serious 
injury after a piece of material fell off 
scaffolding and hit a pram. 

West Midland Ambulance Service 
was called at 10.01am, on Tuesday last 
week, to the incident on The Cross in 
Oswestry. 

One ambulance attended, with par¬ 
amedics treating a baby boy who had 
suffered an injury to his face. 

However he escaped with only a 
minor injury, the ambulance service 
said. 
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Contemporary Art & Sculpture Galle 




Mark Payne Solo Exhibition Starting 6th October 

Featured Imaee: Indian Ink & Oil on Canvas “Swallowfield” 


Wyle Cop, Shrewsbury, SY1 1UT 
www.thesodencollection.com 
01743 34 14 00 
gallery (5} thesodencollection.com 




Yo 


I'lrwant tc smile... 

Denplan 


^ General & Cosmetic Dentistry ^ Tooth Whitening 
^ Implants ^ Clear Braces ^ Oral Hygiene 


ESTHETIQUE 


01939 211150 
www.esthetiquedental.co.uk 

11 &12The Stables • Sansaw Business Park Shrewsbury • SY4 4AS 
® EsthetiqueDental 'fe 1 @esthetique_uk 


Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, September 27, 2018 




























Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, September 27, 2018 


4 



wm 

EVERY 

MONDAY 


THE ONLY READ 
FOR REAL FANS 


FINAL WHISTLE 



Charlie Birch 


Cyprus murder trial to take place 

A GEORGIAN man will stand trial they were struck by a car in the both murder and attempted murder the Peyia-Ayios Georghios road in 
in the new year after denying the early hours of the morning. charges. The defendant has claimed Paphos. 

murder of a Welshpool father in an A 35-year-old man was arrested, he struck the two men by accident, Mr Birch, a builder from Welsh- 
alleged hit and run incident in Cy- along with a 23-year-old women and he is now in custody pending a pool, died of multiple injuries, 
prus. who was later released. trial on January 29 next year. The car was later found aban- 

Charlie Birch, 39, was found dead The man appeared before a court The incident happened at 2.30am doned in Ayios Georghios Harbour, 
on a road in Paphos in June, with in Cyprus on Wednesday last week on June 24, when the two men were and had to be pulled out of the sea 
his brother-in-law left injured after where he issued a not guilty plea to found lying injured in the road on by the fire service. 


Pheasant shooting will be 
banned in national forests 


Report by Sue Austin 


PHEASANT shoots are to be banned in Welsh National Forests, in¬ 
cluding one near Oswestry. 

Natural Resources Wales, which looks after public land in Wales, leases three 
pieces of woodland for pheasant shooting, Bank Wood and Maesmawr Big Wood 
in Powys and Cwmgwnen near Oswestry. 

But at a meeting of the organisation on Thursday last week members voted to ban the 
practice on its land in the future when the expiry of leases run out. 


Drain works is 
still ongoing 

WORK on drains at the centre of flooding in 
Welshpool earlier this year is still ongoing. 

Back in May the town centre was left 
flooded when heavy rain caused a culvert 
to burst. 

Water ran down into the centre, flooding 
buildings and the town’s hospital. 

At the time county councillor Graham 
Breeze called for work to be done by the 
authorities. However work is still yet to dis¬ 
cover the root of the problem. 

Councillor Breeze said: “Works are still 
unfortunately ongoing to try and rectify the 
current issue as Severn Trent has found 
further problems on the sewer line. 

“They have sent another crew out to 
clean up the footpath and highway area and 
to unblock the drain. They have another 
length of sewer to re-line which will hope¬ 
fully rectify the ongoing issue.” 


Bethan Collins, for the League Against 
Cruel Sports in Wales, said: “The Welsh 
Government has made it clear that rear¬ 
ing, releasing and shooting ‘game’ birds for 
sport on public land - including the Natural 
Resources Wales estate - is not acceptable 
in any terms.” 

Fiona Pereira, campaigns manager at 
Animal Aid, said that a 12,700-strong pe¬ 
tition had called on NRW to bring an end 
to shooting. 

She said: “National Resources Wales 
now has the opportunity to use that land 
for positive, educational, conservation and 
leisure activities that are inclusive and 
that are kind to animals and to the envi¬ 
ronment. We hope that NRW will become a 
role model to other public bodies that also 
want to bring about an end to the shooting 
of birds. 

“We’d like to thank everyone who helped 
the campaign and brought about a victory 
for game birds.” 

The current leases will not be renewed 
when they expire on March 1, 2019. 

Public consultation over the decision led 
to 4,700 responses with 76 per cent wanting 
a ban on shooting birds on NRW land. 


Dyke emerges from the deep 

j 



Offa’s Dyke emerges from a lake close to Chirk Castle 


A SECTION of Offa’s Dyke, unseen for cen¬ 
turies, has emerged from a lake close to a 
castle during the dry summer. 

The 2018 heatwave has brought up crop- 
marks and ancient remains seen from the 
air. 

But the lowering of the water levels in 
rivers and lakes have also seen the uncov¬ 
ering of submerged remains. 

While attending an excavation of part 
of the dyke in the grounds of the National 
Trust’s Chirk Castle, archaeologist Profes¬ 
sor Howard Williams was astonished to see 


a hump shaped feature appearing from a 
lake on adjoining land. Writing about the 
experience on the online blog, Archaeo- 
death, the Professor wrote: “While we were 
there we got to see over the nearby lake at 
an eerie site. It has long been known that 
Offa’s Dyke, at one point on the Chirk es¬ 
tate, is submerged beneath a lake created 
by 18th-century landscaping. 

“Thanks to the drought, the leviathan 
has temporarily risen to the surface and its 
top is exposed from bank-to-bank across the 
centre of the lake.” 


W.E.Price Oswestry 


INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIECTORS 

A Complete Funeral Service Conducted 
With Dignity and Compassion 

Family Run Business 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Flowers and Monumental Stones Arranged 

Serving Oswestry and The Surrounding Areas 

Spacious Parking 

Pre Paid Funeral Plans Available 


01691 652995 

Oakwood Salop Road, Oswestry, Shropshire SY11 2RN www.wepricefunerals.co.uk 



A Privately Owned Funeral Service 
Conducted With Dignity & Compassion 

Golden Charter 

A Complete Funeral Service 
Covering All Areas 

A Private Chapel of Rest 

Flowers & Monumental 
Stones Arranged 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans Available 

The Old Chapel, Narrow Street, Llanfyllin, Powys SY22 5BU 


www.ijacksonandsons.co.uk 
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W immROD 

For all Drainage Issues Call Metro Rod 



• Emergency Blockage • Tanker Jetting 

Clearance • Septic Tanks 

• High Pressure Water Jetting • Drain Lining 

• Electro-Mechanical cleaning • Pre-Planned Maintenance 


Tanker Services M etro Rod] 
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• Colour CCTV Drain 
Surveys 

• Root Removal 

• Metro Vac Gutter Cleaning 


• SepticTank Emptying 

• Septic Tanks and 
Soakaways Installed 


• Repairs • Interceptors 

• Commercial Hazardous • Domestic 
Waste 


Tel: 07970 925790 - 07827 240404 or 01938 554050 

www.metrorod.co.uk/mid-wales-shropshire 
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MOVE IT 
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MOVE IT 


REMOVAL SERVICES 


SINGLE ITEM TO FULL REMOVAL 

Storage Available ,Free Quotes, Competitive Prices, Fully Insured 

Call Chris 01691 655377 / 07866 876050 
E-mail: info@moveitmoveitnioveit.co.uk 
Visit us online at: www.moveitmoveitmoveit.co.uk 
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LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01952 244244 
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Views split over plan for 
crematorium in village 


Report by Jonny Drury _ 

RESIDENTS in a village where land has been earmarked for a new 
crematorium to serve Oswestry are split on the plans which would 
see four funeral services a day take place. 

Westerleigh, who develop crematoria across the UK, held a consultation event 
at Nesscliffe Village Hall last week, where officials spoke with a number of 
residents about the plans. Due to crematoriums in Wrexham and Shrewsbury 


Opinions will 
be listened 
to says boss 

BOSSES behind plans to build a crematori¬ 
um near a village have said that residents’ 
views will be listened to following a consul¬ 
tation. 

Westerleigh, a company which develops 
and runs crematoria all over the UK, held 
a pre-planning consultation in Nesscliffe 
on Tuesday last week ahead of potentially 
building a new crematorium on the edge of 
the village. 

After a host of residents turned out to 
have their say, the company said it is hop¬ 
ing to lodge a planning application, with 
the intention of starting building in 2019. 

Richard Evans, CEO of the company, 
said the current plans are not final and will 
take concerns of local residents into consid¬ 
eration. 

He said: “This is the first step ahead of a 
planning application. 

“We want to hear residents’ concerns, 
and if things are raised we will look into 
them and we could make changes. 

“We have been looking for suitable sites 
for around five to six years, and there has 
been a number of different sites looked at 
along the A5. 

“This is the most suitable one, and we 
are hoping to soon put an application in 
and then hopefully start building in 2019.” 


being oversubscribed, the plans have 
been put forward to ease the strain 
and serve Oswestry and the surround¬ 
ing areas. 

Views on the plans, which will see a 
building and parkland developed off the 
old A5 to the south of the current A5, were 
split. Brenda Brooks from Great Ness 
raised a number of issues, and said on the 
back of an influx of chicken farms in the 
area, it was another hit for the community. 

She said: “I’m not very pleased about it, 
traffic will be a problem with more people 
coming through. 

Return 

“We pushed for years for the bypass and 
now the traffic issue could return. 

“They say there won’t be pollution 
but there will be with any development 
like this. They are saying this will serve 
Oswestry, there are other areas closer to 
Oswestry that would be better for this de¬ 
velopment.” 

David Potts from Kinton said: “I am not 
against development. We have built a home 
and others have developed homes. 

“But this could be situated somewhere 
better, it is going to serve communities like 
Selattyn and Gobowen and there are a lot 
of open spaces near Oswestry. Some people 
have just moved into new houses, did they 
know that there were these plans? That is 
what I would like to know.” 

Complaints from funeral directors else¬ 
where have led to the proposals being 
drawn up, with Westerleigh saying it 
has been looking at suitable locations for 
around five years. David Bates, from Ness¬ 
cliffe, said he could see no impact on the 
village. He said: “I am all for it, there isn’t 
much impact and it is needed because of the 
lack of other facilities. I don’t think traffic 
will be an issue.” 


Damage caused by storm 



A bus shelter in Chirk collapsed when 

SHROPSHIRE faced major travel disrup¬ 
tion, power cuts, falling trees and even a 
flying trampoline when Storm Ali swept 
through the county. 

The storm battered large parts of the UK 
on Wednesday last week. 

Shortly after 11am Shropshire Fire 
and Rescue Service was called to its first 
storm-related job of the day when high 
winds lifted a trampoline onto the roof of 
a bungalow. Fire crews came to the rescue 
to ensure it was rescued and secured. The 
wayward trampoline was reported at the 
house in Rodney Close, Shifnal. 


i tree branch fell on it during the storm 

The British Ironwork Centre, near 
Oswestry, was forced to close its doors to 
the public at about 2pm for safety reasons. 
Visitors were escorted from the site and 
others were stopped from entering. 

Over the border in Wales, a bus shelter in 
Chirk collapsed when a tree branch fell onto 
it. No one was injured but the stone shel¬ 
ter, close to Chirk Chapel, was left unusable 
and will need to be completely rebuilt. 

Councillor Terry Evans said it was lucky 
no one was hurt. He added: “The tree has 
completely uprooted, clouted the bus shel¬ 
ter and completely demolished the wall.” 



Muchas gracias amigo.... for visiting Wilson’s Mexican Theme Night 
We hope you enjoy our food, service and atmosphere 


Mexican Salad Bar 
Please help yourself to our salad bar 

Pimentos rellenos 
Nachos 

Patatas bravas with chorizo 
Chilli con carne 
Corn on the cob 
Salsa 

Guacamole 
Sour cream 


Once you have been to our salad bar, the show will begin. 
Our chefs will come round to your table with a selection of 
authentic Mexican dishes 

This is a one off unique dining experience so please 
come and join us 


Gourmet burrito 

Adobo beef with black bean rice, salsa and cheese in 
a soft white tortilla 

Gambas con chorizo, pinchito 

Mini chorizo and prawn kebab, marinated in garlic and spices, 
chipotle and white wine, grilled served with aioli 

Quesadilla 

A flour tortilla filled with cheese, guacamole and 
pulled pork folded and grilled 

Chicken fajitas 

Marinated chicken with peppers and shallots 
served with a soft white tortilla wrap 

£25.00 per person 

£5.00 deposit pp is required on booking 




LUDLOW RACECOURSE ANTIQUES FAIR 


Bromfield, Ludlow. SY8 2BT 

45 Dealers from all over the country 
offering quality Antiques 
Including Furniture, Ceramics, 

Metalware, Glass, Coins, Silver, Linen, Textiles, Arts, 
Objects of Virtu, Clocks, Barometers, etc. 
Pre-booked outside pitches on Sunday only. 


10.00am to 5.00pm 

f 

SATURDAY 29TH & SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER 
Excellent Refreshments. Admission £3.00 

01544 267481/07961371961 

www.twocsantiquesfairs.co.uk 

^1 



Sham 


Tin 


jf.'fui 


We are complete house furnishers, selling everything 
your home could possibly need. 

We offer the widest selection of electric reclining 
chairs and beds in the area and with experienced 
staff to advise, you need look no further than Shannon 
Sales to create the perfect home. 

• jggir 

. Jus 


www.shannonsales.co.uk 01691 773257 Monday - Saturday The Old School - Chirk - LL14 5NA 
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DENIS Norden who has died 
aged 96, gave us some wonder¬ 
ful comedy phrases including 
“Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells” 
and “Infamy, infamy, they’ve all 
got it in for me.” But I love the 
sheer, silly and exquisitely Eng¬ 
lish surrealism of: “I have a sus¬ 
picion that the photos on seed 
packets are posed by profes¬ 
sional flowers.” 

GINA Miller, the unelected 
multi-millionaire and spouter of 
the least convincing political slo¬ 
gan of our age (“We’re all leavers 
now”) says a People’s Vote on 
Brexit would give folk a chance 
to have their say on “all the op¬ 
tions”. What could be fairer than 
that? 

AND then you see Ms Miller’s 
list of “all the options”: 1) Leave 
the EU under the Chequers plan. 
2) Leave the EU with no agreed 
deal. 3) Stay in the EU. You don’t 
need a degree in maths to notice 
that this three-way poll effective¬ 
ly keeps the Remain vote intact 
while dividing the Leave vote, 
thus handing an 11th hour vic¬ 
tory to the Remainers. No-one 
doubts that Ms Miller is well ed¬ 
ucated and intelligent. But she 
seems to think the rest of us are 
as thick as mince. 

AT the heart of the People’s 
Vote campaign is the belief that 
because only old (and dim) peo¬ 
ple voted for Brexit and delivered 
a 52:48 per cent win, they will 
soon die off and the Remainers 
will be in the majority. How odd, 
then, that all the broadcasters 
referred to Salzburg being made 
famous by The Sound of Music, 
as though it were a common 
point of reference. Time moves 
on. Julie Andrews’ greatest film 
was made 54 years ago. Today, 
what percentage of the British 
public have seen The Sound of 
Music? A lot less than 52 per 
cent, I bet. 

LEICESTERSHIRE Police are 
offering “banter lessons” to of¬ 
ficers and civilian staff. As the 
force’s diversity and inclusion 
unit explains: “The training has 
been delivered after questions 
from the workforce about what 
is acceptable and what isn’t.” 
Good luck with that. The snag is 
that the line between banter and 
offensiveness is paper-thin and 
changes almost hourly. No-one 
should underestimate the abil¬ 
ity of some snowflakes to take 
offence at anything. How long 
before the term “diversity and 
inclusion” is regarded as deep¬ 
ly intrusive and somebody is 
awarded compensation? 

MEANWHILE, amid all this 
diversity, inclusion and ban¬ 
ter-awareness, nine out of 10 
burglaries are still not being 
solved. Mind how you go, luv. 


Farmer Richard Yates warned about rural crime An idyllic county but not one that is immune from crime Farmer Andrew Nicholls faced a massive clear-up 

Only 27 per cent happy 

with police in countryside 


MARK ANDREWS reports 
on why confidence in 
rural policing has slumped 
dramatically _ 

LITTLE more than a quarter of 
countryside dwellers believe 
their local police force is doing 
a good job, a crime survey has 
found. 

Only 27 per cent of people in rural 
areas are satisfied with policing in 
their communities according to the 
National Rural Crime Survey. 

The study, commissioned by the Na¬ 
tional Rural Crime Network, found farm¬ 
ers, young people and families were most 
at risk, with 69 per cent of farmers and 
rural business owners saying they had 
been a victim of crime over the past 12 
months. 

Head of Shropshire police, Chief Supt 
Kevin Purcell, said he was disappointed 
by the findings, but pointed out it was a 
national survey. He said officers in the 
county worked tirelessly to reduce rural 
crime. 

But the results of the poll came as little 
surprise to farmers in Shropshire. 

Bruce Udale, who keeps a farm at 
Eyton, near Telford, said people in 
the area had given up reporting minor 
crimes. 

“The response is so slow from the po¬ 
lice, we don’t bother reporting it unless 
its something serious, that you need a 
number for the insurance. 

“A lot of fly-tipping and minor theft, it 
really is a waste of time reporting it these 
days, they can’t follow it up, they haven’t 
got the time. 

“Years ago we used to have a local 



Andrew Bebb was surprised confidence 

policeman we knew, and he could sort 
things out.” 

Andrew Bebb, who keeps a farm at 
Hanwood, near Shrewsbury, said he 
was surprised as many as 27 per cent 
had confidence in the police. 

But he did say police in his own area 
were doing the best they could. 

“The important thing is that we 
work together. There are such limited 
resources for the police at the moment, 
we have go to do as much as we can to 
help, we have got to collaborate.” 

Bridgnorth farmer Richard Yates last 
year warned farm crime was out of con¬ 
trol after having two quad bikes stolen 
in the space of four months. 

Mr Yates, who keeps a dairy farm at 
Middleton Scriven, delayed purchasing 
a replacement after the theft of his first 


in the police was as high as 27 per cent 

quad bike, fearing the thieves would 
return. 

But when he did replace it, thieves 
struck again. 

Mr Yates said one nearby farmer had 
been struck by burglars six times and 
added that hare coursing was a growing 
problem. 

Meanwhile, Claverley farmer An¬ 
drew Nicholls was left with an £18,000 
clean-up bill after fly-tippers dumped 
about 100 tons of waste on his land. 
Mr Nicholls, of Hill End Farm, Rudge 
Heath, had securely locked the gates 
to his property, but the offenders still 
broke in. 

More than 20,000 people took part in 
the survey, with 288 responses from the 
West Mercia force area. 

West Mercia police and crime com¬ 


missioner John Campion said the results 
of the survey were disappointing but not 
surprising. 

“I’ve often heard that people in rural 
communities don’t feel as supported,” 
he said. “It is something that will take 
time to change but the chief constable 
and I are working on ensuring all of our 
communities can continue to be safe and 
feel safe.” 

Mr Campion said that last November 
he invested in designated rural and busi¬ 
ness officers. He added that some of the 
concerns raised fell outside the police’s 
remit. 

The group’s report, entitled Life On 
The Edge, found that a growing number 
of communities felt “frustrated at the 
way crime, deprivation and vulnerabil¬ 
ity is hidden by a picture postcard view 
of the countryside.” 

Resources 

Network chairman Julia Mulligan 
said it was not simply a question of re¬ 
sources. 

“This survey demonstrates that rural 
communities are being left behind, far 
and above their urban counterparts, and 
it also shows that what rural communi¬ 
ties need is very different to urban com¬ 
munities,” she said. 

Mr Purcell said: “While this is a na¬ 
tional survey it is disappointing that it 
appears the majority of people who are 
living in rural areas are dissatisfied with 
police. 

“Our teams across the county work 
tirelessly to keep our communities safe, 
every town, village and hamlet across 
the county is covered by a safer neigh¬ 
bourhood team with a dedicated safer 
neighbourhood officer.” 

Mr Purcell added that over the sum¬ 
mer officers would be making them¬ 
selves available for people to discuss 
their concerns. 


WORKING 

A 

FOR YOU 



The Chequers Agreement fails 
to deliver the Conservative Brexit 
manifesto pledges. It would see 
the UK become a permanent rule 
taker from the EU, unable to re¬ 
peal or amend its laws, and see 
the European Court continue to 
have jurisdiction in this country. 

The proposals would tie the 
UK to a “common rulebook” for 
all goods, including agri-foods. 
The “common” in “common 
rulebook” is a complete misno¬ 
mer; it is nothing but the EU rule- 
book, over which the UK will lose 
its right to vote once we leave 
the EU. We will not even help 
to draft the rules. Yet, the pos¬ 
sibility of the UK moving away 
from the prescriptive approach 
of the EU’s rulebook to a system 
based on outcomes could signal 
a significant opportunity to make 
the case for innovation and free 
trade afresh. Fully outside the 
EU, the UK can strengthen our 
role by retaking a full seat on 
the world bodies that determine 
global regulation. We will regain 
our right to vote on such bodies, 
as well as our right to initiate new 
standards and propose amend¬ 
ments to existing ones working 
closely with like-minded allies. 

By tying the UK to the EU’s 
rules, Chequers would also se¬ 
verely impede the UK’s ability to 
strike new trading arrangements 
around the world, and so em¬ 
brace the chief economic oppor¬ 
tunities of Brexit. We saw when 
the Prime Minister went to Salz¬ 
burg that Chequers has even 
been dismissed by the leaders 
of the EU. Given that, it is now 
time for her to abandon it and 
go for a wide-ranging Free Trade 
Agreement with the EU as part 
of a global free-trade strategy, 
strengthening our ties with allies 
across the world and retaking 
our independent seat on world 
bodies including the WTO. As I 
highlighted in Washington last 
week, a key part of that strategy 
must be a US-UK trade deal. We 
have shared interests in sectors 
like defence, intelligence, finan¬ 
cial services, and pharmaceuti¬ 
cals. We are important allies in 
an existential battle. The battle of 
ideas between competition-led 
capitalism and state-led inter¬ 
vention, between competition 
and cronyism. Our enemies are 
poverty and wealth destruc¬ 
tion.Brexit marks a crucial mo¬ 
ment in the battle for the heart of 
the global regulatory system. For 
too long, the UK has languished, 
unable to play a full part on the 
global stage. No longer. By 
ditching Chequers, we can em¬ 
brace innovation and form our 
own trading relationships based 
on our own priorities. 

Owen Paterson 

North Shropshire MP 
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UANOOUtN 


MUM HAS ALZHEIMER’S AND CANNOT MAKE NEW 
WILL EXCLUDING EX-HUSBAND. WHAT CAN WE DO? 

Q: My mum is only 54 and was diagnosed with early onset Alzheimer’s in 2014. This was a terrible shock. As soon as we knew, my brother and I got a Lasting 
Power of Attorney set up before she lost capacity so we could manage her affairs. Now we’ve had another shock as we’ve learned she never changed her Will 
after divorcing our stepdad in 2013, so everything will go to him when she dies. This is not what she would have wanted. She clearly forgot to deal with it. The 
problem is that she no longer has the capacity to make a new Will. What can we do? 

A: If someone no longer has what is called testamentary capacity, i.e. they are not capable of understanding the implications of a Will, then they cannot change 
an existing Will or make a new one. Even though you hold an LPA, your right to act on your mother’s behalf does not extend to making or changing her Will. 
In certain circumstances the Court of Protection may make a Statutory Will on someone’s behalf and that is the only way a Will can be changed after its writer 
has lost capacity. 

As you have an LPA you can apply to the Court of Protection for a Statutory Will on your mother’s behalf. The court will apply an objective test to assess whether 
the proposed Statutory Will is in your mother’s best interests. They may also take into account the views of those engaged in caring for her and also the views of 
her appointed attorneys, in this case you and your brother. 

The rules relating to Statutory Wills are stringent and rely on very specific criteria. It would therefore be advisable for you to seek help from a solicitor who can act 
on your behalf during the application process. 

Further information relating to this question is available from Victoria Wilson, a Partner with GHP Legal. For an appointment visit 
www.ghplegal.com or contact one of our offices: Oswestry 01691 659194, Chirk 01691 777949, Wrexham 01978 291456, Llangollen 
01978 860313. We offer free legal diagnostic clinics (no appointment necessary). In Oswestry, Wednesdays 12noon-3pm for Personal 
Injury, Employment & Family matters. In Wrexham, Mondays 9.30am-12noon for Employment matters, 12noon - 3pm for Personal Injury & 

Family matters. GHP Legal is authorised and regulated by the SRA 51566, and Lexcel Accredited. 



Lexcel 









































Letters 


Trump stands up for his own people 


IT’S very easy and seemingly almost fash¬ 
ionable to criticise President Trump as 
some letter writers have done recently. 
However for my part I find it very refresh¬ 
ing to see a head of state who unashamedly 
puts his country first (thereby making up 
for the shortcomings of his predecessors) 
and says what he thinks without fear or 
favour. He is also decidedly pro-British. In 
these respects he stands as a welcome con¬ 
trast to our apology for a leader - Theresa 


May - and possible future leader Jeremy 
Corbyn. 

In two years’ time the people of the US 
can get rid of their present leader if that is 
what the majority want. This is not an op¬ 
tion available to the people of North Korea, 
to the people of China or for that matter 
residents of the EU whose policy making 
commission with its leader Jean-Claude 
Juncker is an appointed permanent fixture 
- not democratically elected. 


Those who criticise President Trump’s 
comments about uncontrolled immigra¬ 
tion into the south of the US should talk 
to the people of Arizona who have suffered 
the ill-effects of this movement for decades 
now. I trust that those who dub President 
Trump a racist express equal concern about 
the growing tide of anti-Semitism in the 
UK which is truly disgusting. 

MICHAEL HUGHES 
Shrewsbury 


Dance band hit the right note for many years 



Here’s a photo of the George Riley Band, the resident dance band at the Garrison Theatre at Park Hall Camp near 

Oswestry for many years. 


The EU is truly 
a nightmare for 
the working man 

YEARS ago, we sniggered at the 270,834 
EU regulations governing duck eggs but 
also apply to everything you eat, wear, 
drink and drive and you have the utter 
nonsense that is the harmonised hell of 
the EU. Why can’t the arrogant autocrats, 
bought-and-paid-for politicians and hos¬ 
tile, anti-British Remainers accept that we, 
the majority, do not accept their dreams of 
deeper integration? 

We do not want to live in Legoland where 
everything looks the same, smells the same 
and acts the same - have they never heard 
of “life’s rich tapestry”? We like warm beer 
and bent bananas, we do not want the 
same currency, taxes, passports, education, 
healthcare and laws, and we want a live 
politician at the end of a democratic vote 
- one we can kick out for incompetence or 
greed! 

Stay and the EU will remove the British¬ 
ness from Britain - their aim for the last 
thousand years! The EU, the politician’s 
dream, the working man’s nightmare! 

BOB WYDELL 

Oswestry 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST EMAIL 


Readers’ Letters, 
The Chronicle, 

14 Salop Road, 
Oswestry, SY11 2NU 


iain.stjohn@ 

shropshirestar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, 
address and telephone number. The Editor reserves 
the right to condense letters. 


Threaten with 
nationalising 

SO the senior management of a few compa¬ 
nies have threatened to move their produc¬ 
tion to Europe if we leave without striking 
a deal to keep us in the single market. 

This is another attempt to stop our leav¬ 
ing. 

The answer to this threat is quite simple. 

We tell Airbus and the couple of car firms 
who have made this threat that if they try 
and carry it out we will seize (nationalise) 
their company assets in the UK and pro¬ 
duce their products ourselves. 

RICHARD CAMP 

Wellington 


Good news awaits 
for us all thanks 
to His greatness 

IT’S a common saying, old age doesn’t come 
on its own. That’s something to look for¬ 
ward to. Wherever you go in our towns you 
will see old folk in wheelchairs or scooters. 
It should encourage us to care about our 
health while we have it. But there’s good 
news, when the final battle is over and the 
whistle blows for full time we can exchange 
these worn out, broken down bodies for 
brand new supersonic ones. 

Imagine planting the seed of a lovely 
flower, just a tiny shrivelled speck and out 
of the soil comes a beautiful flower. We 
shall be changed in an instant, can you 
believe it, how does it work. God wants to 
populate Heaven so he sent His Son Jesus 
Christ to give those who trust their lives 
to him this eternal future. He implants 
His eternal spirit in us which gives us joy 
and peace. It’s also the guarantee that we 
will receive these super flying bodies which 
never grow old when this old heart stops 
beating. 

RON JONES 

St Martins 


We should all 
be allowed to 
express what 
we believe 

I AM glad that freedom of speech allows 
me and others to express our views in the 
Shropshire Star whether we have a faith or 
not. 

I believe that this is good and right. 

However, for some time I have been con¬ 
cerned that discrimination against Christi¬ 
anity has been growing here in the UK. 

For decades we have been aware of it 
around the world, but now it is happening 
on our own doorsteps. 

We often hear people saying that every¬ 
one is entitled to their opinion and it 
saddens me when I hear of people being 
persecuted and physically attacked and 
forced to leave their homes because they 
are Christians. 

This should never be. 

Less dramatically, Christians are dis¬ 
criminated against in their places of work 
and in their communities and forbidden to 
express their views. 

We all cherish our freedom and rightly 
so. 

Here in the UK it has been one of our 
core rights for generations and sadly it is 
being steadily eroded. 

We can’t say that one freedom is OK and 
another is not. 

I believe that those who have strong faith 
and those with none need to stand together 
and where we see it happening, to speak up 
when we become aware of folk being denied 
the right to express what they believe, even 
if our personal beliefs are different. 

It is these differences that gives our so¬ 
ciety its rich diversity and long may it con¬ 
tinue. 

ROYWHITTALL 

Oswestry 

Love island in a 
different way 

AFTER the success of Love Island on ITV2, 
and only the Almighty and Dave Allen can 
explain it, I understand that the BBC is 
trying to cash in on the programme’s pop¬ 
ularity by commissioning a new series for 
BBC 4 entitled Respectful Island. 

Based in the Isle of Wight, the married 
couples will in clear, grammatically correct 
English, examine how they have come to 
respect each other over the many years to¬ 
gether. 

They will contemplate how they can be¬ 
come a better person. 

They will seek ways to become more 
helpful to others, they will contemplate 
how in the future they will shun the lime¬ 
light while doing good deeds for others, 
seek ways to address the great issues of the 
day and keep their clothes on. 

Of course it will never work as the format 
is just too similar to Love Island. 

PETER STEGGLES 

Longnor 


Oswestry Town Market 




INDOOR 


Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays 


f v" 


FARMERS’ MARKET 

Last Friday of every month. Local, quality produce. 



INDOOR AND 

OUTDOOR 

MARKET 

Experience the best that Oswestry 
Market has to offer, with over 70 
different traders, offering goods 
and services for the area. Car 
Parking nearby. 

National Market Awards 2013 - 
VOTED BEST MARKET OF THE YEAR 
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David Davies & Sons 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

ESTABLISHED 1840 



A caring, 

compassionate and 
discreet service from 
a family business 
since 1840 



1 Upper Church Street 
Oswestry • SY11 2AA 

Oswestry 01691 653116 (24 hrs) 
www.daviddaviesandsons.co.uk 



Stoves Fireplaces Range Cookers Gas & Electric Fires 


) 


Real fire heating from 


C3vah 01691 772153 

jCIAvI I FREE DELIVERY 

www.saxonhomecare.co.uk 


* 6000 sq ft showroom * 30 mins from Shrewsbury & Chester * Open 7 days a week 


Valkenburg Turkey & Tinsel 7 

Tucked away in the beautiful valley of the River Geul is enchanting Valkenburg, 
a splendid spa town in the historic Provence of Limburg. The surrounding 
‘Dutch Alps’ are characterised by rolling hills, forests, brooks, sunken roads and 
meandering rivers. 

Best Western Walram ★★★, Valkenburg 

This riverside 3 star hotel is housed in a typical maristone building on a quiet 
square, close to the town centre. The bar and lounge area are chic and modem 
and the traditional restaurant serves international cuisine. The hotel also offers a 
garden and outdoor terrace as well as an indoor swimming pool.. 

Hotel Services include; 

All bedrooms have TVs 
s Tea/coffee making facilities 
s Hotel bar 

✓ Hotel Lift 
s Hotel Fitness Centre 
s Hotel Swimming Pool 

✓ Wi-Fi 


Your Tour Cost Includes 

• All Travel By Extended Legroom Executive Coach 

• Four Nights Dinner, Bed & Breakfast English and continental Breakfast 

• Scheduled Channel Crossings 

• Complimentary glass of wine or beer at dinner or lunch 

• Festive “Turkey & Tinsel” package at the hotel 

• Visit to Monschau 

• Visit to Maastricht 

• Visit to Thorn 

• Porterage 

Single room supplement £60 


5 DAYS 19th - 23rd November £385 


www.owenstravel.co.uk 



FREE MAILING 
AVAILABLE 



yOwens 

CQftCHKl 


OSWESTRY 01691652126 
NEWTOWN 01686 626576 
WHITCHURCH 01948 662361 
SHREWSBURY 01743 770001 
WREXHAM 01978330003 


P.W. Powell 

Agricultural Engineers 


Specialists in Restoration and 
Stockists of an Extensive Range of 
Massey Ferguson 35 and 135 Parts 

Also QTP and SPAREX 
Engine Parts Wheels Panels 

SALES) 

SERVICEi 

REPAIR 



For help and advice contact 
Cil Road, Berriew, Powys 
01686 640900 / 07885 641594 
philippowell59@tiscali.co.uk 



dMO HELD 
ON BAILEY 
STREET _ 
9 & THE BAILEY 
„ HEAD 


Wills, Probate, 
Powers of Attorney 

Wills S150 

Lasting Powers of Attorney £150 
Probate - call for details 

For Free info Call Paul Humphreys on: 


Tel. 01691 652233 

www. As set-Wealth-Preservation .co .uk 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Call for knitters 
to help out cause 

AGE UK Shropshire, Telford and 
Wrekin has launched its annual Big 
Knit. 

It is a campaign between the charity 
and Innocent drinks to help vulnera¬ 
ble older people keep warm during the 
winter. The local branch has set a tar¬ 
get of 6,580 hats to be knitted which 
will then be placed on top of smoothie 
bottles. For every smoothie sold, the 
local charity receives 25p. 

Gemma Manning-Bentley, of 
Oswestry’s Gemmipop Designs, re¬ 
cently held a knit day in her studio 
where 2,000 hats were made. She said: 
“I was inspired to knit the hats after 
my husband found a hat on an inno¬ 
cent smoothie bottle and suggested I 
may be able to help.” 

To get involved, get in touch with 
Angela Goodman on (01743) 233123. 

New dementia 
work to start 

A NEW group is starting work to raise 
awareness of dementia in Oswestry 
and surrounding areas. 

The Dementia Friendly Oswestry 
steering group met recently to launch 
its work to recruit supporters. Mem¬ 
bers have created banners and docu¬ 
ments to publicise the need to raise 
dementia awareness and have organ¬ 
ised six drop-in Dementia Friends 
Awareness sessions. 

Val Brown, the group’s chairman, 
said: “Many people living with a di¬ 
agnosis of dementia quickly become 
frightened of going out. They worry 
they might catch a wrong bus, forget 
why they went into a shop, or just feel 
lost.” 

The steering group has 12 members, 
and is keen for more people to join. 

Anyone interested should contact 
Val Brown at val-k-brown@hotmail. 
co.uk or by phoning Val on (01691) 
662837. 


School looking to join 
up with academy trust 


Report by Jonny Drury 

THE Grove School, based in Mar¬ 
ket Drayton, is looking to join the 
Oswestry-based Marches Acad¬ 
emy Trust on December 1, it has 
been announced 

Bosses say joining the trust would 
provide further opportunities to inno¬ 
vate and share best practice among all 
members of staff. 

Sarah Longville, CEO of the Marches 
Academy Trust, said: “The Marches Acad¬ 
emy Trust has grown a family of schools in 
North Shropshire, with a common aim of 
giving the children a first class education.” 

Mrs Longville said she was keen to stress 
that wholesale changes are not imminent, 
and that the continued excellence in educa¬ 
tion is the number one priority. 

She said: “The aim of the trust is to give 
the children at the Grove School an ex¬ 
cellent, wide array of opportunities in the 
years to come.” 

Sonia Taylor, headteacher at the Grove 
School, added: “I am absolutely delighted at 
the prospect of joining the Marches Acad¬ 
emy Trust as it will afford the students and 
staff at the Grove School many more excit¬ 
ing opportunities. 

“The students are always at the centre 
of everything that we do and this ethos 
is shared by the Marches Academy Trust 
meaning that we can build on their suc¬ 
cesses and share knowledge to provide 
excellent learning opportunities and expe¬ 
riences for our students”. 

There will be an open meeting at the 
Grove School on Tuesday next week at 6pm 
to discuss the school joining the trust, and 
all are welcome to attend to have any ques¬ 
tions answered. 


Speaking award success for Simran 



Moreton Hall School’s Simran Sajan has demonstrated her speaking skills 


MORETON Hall School student 
Simran Sajan has been recog¬ 
nised as one of 12 young speak¬ 
ers of the year. 

Annually, thousands of can¬ 
didates take part in the English 
Speaking Board (ESB) assess¬ 
ments in the hope of being one 
of the finalists. For four years 
Moreton Hall students have 
been selected for this prestig¬ 
ious achievement and this year 
Simran has taken up the mantle 
having competed against almost 
30,000 applicants. 

Simran joined Moreton Hall 
in year seven without any prior 
public speaking experience and 
described her first ESB exam as 
“a mess”. Throughout her time 
at the school her self-belief has 
grown and she has stated, after 
being asked how she felt about 
her recent success, that it was 
“something she never expected 
to happen”. 

As the topic of her talk she 
discussed the subject of eating 
disorders, an issue very relevant 
to the target audience of teen¬ 
agers. 

In order to stand out from the 
crowd of candidates who used a 
similar subject matter, her talk 
sparks a conversation on the in¬ 
troduction of mental health edu¬ 
cation to school pupils as part of 
the curriculum. 


Transport to 
school fee 
plan not to 
go ahead 

A PROPOSAL to charge post-16 stu¬ 
dents for transport to school has been 
dropped by Powys County Council for 
the time being. 

The council’s cabinet meeting on 
Tuesday last week agreed to drop the 
idea from its new school transport 
strategy. It followed weeks of consul¬ 
tation which saw 86 per cent of peo¬ 
ple involved protest against the move. 
There is no requirement for the local 
authority to provide school or college 
transport free of charge to any learner 
who is over compulsory school age. 

During the consultation the Gov¬ 
ernor’s Consultative Committee said 
that charging post-16 learners for 
transport could result in losing learn¬ 
ers to out of county colleges which 
could result in Powys sixth forms not 
being viable. 

It also said low income families 
would be penalised. 

Cabinet members voted not to go 
ahead with charging for transport for 
post-16 students. 

However, Councillor Myfanwy Al¬ 
exander, portfolio holder for learning 
and the Welsh language, said: “As the 
council is currently operating in a 
very critical and challenging financial 
climate, there may be a financial ben¬ 
efit to introducing charges for trans¬ 
port for 16 - 19 year olds to school or 
college in future. It is a non-statutory 
service.” Further cost analysis and 
impact assessments will be made and 
another report will be brought back 
to cabinet in the spring term, 2019. 
Home to school transport will be 
available for full-time learners who 
live two miles or more from a primary 
school or three miles or more from the 
catchment or nearest suitable second¬ 
ary school or further education college 
site. 
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Fifth of 
nurseries 
close over 
funds issue 

MORE than one in five nurseries and 
other early years childcare providers 
in Shropshire have closed since 2015, 
according to data published by Ofst- 
ed. 

The Pre-school Learning Alliance 
has called for “urgent action” to ad¬ 
dress a funding crisis it says has left 
more than 40 per cent of providers in 
England contemplating closure next 
year. 

Any provider who cares for early 
years children - from birth up until 
the August following their fifth birth¬ 
day - must be registered with Ofsted. 

And all three and four-year-olds in 
England are entitled to 15 hours of 
free childcare per week during term 
time. 

But since September 2017, parents 
can claim an additional 15 hours if 
both they and their partner earn less 
than £100,000 a year but more than 
the equivalent of 16 hours at the mini¬ 
mum wage. In Shropshire, there were 
290 such providers on the register at 
the end of March 2018, 76 fewer than 
in March 2015. This is one of the big¬ 
gest drops in providers seen by any 
local authority in England. 

Almost three quarters of local au¬ 
thorities in England lost early years 
providers in the first seven months 
after the 30 hours scheme was intro¬ 
duced, while 98 per cent have seen a 
drop since 2015. 

In Shropshire, there were eight 
fewer providers at the end of March 
2018 than there were before the policy 
changed in September. 

Research undertaken by the or¬ 
ganisation has found that more than 
four in 10 providers are now charging 
parents for extras such as lunches or 
nappies to make up the shortfall in 
funding. 


Evening of music and 
poetry remembers war 


Report by Jonny Drury 

THE centenary of the end of the 
First World War will be marked 
with a night of music and poetry 
at the Rhos Male Voice Choir an¬ 
nual concert on October 13. 

Preparations are well under way 
for the concert which will also feature 
Rhos born film and television actor 
Mark Lewis Jones and two of Wales’s 
finest tenors, Rhys Merion and Aled 
Wyn Davies. 

Concert secretary Austin Thomas said: 
“The Rhos Male Voice Annual Concert is 
always a very special evening of song, but 
this year it promises to be very appropriate 
for such an important date in our history.” 

Musical director James Llywelyn Jones 
is busy working, with the choristers, on a 
programme which will pay tribute to those 
who lost their lives in that most horrific pe¬ 
riod in our history. 

Welsh tenor Rhys Meirion also predicts 
something magical. 

He said: “Aled and I have worked as indi¬ 
viduals with this wonderful choir, we both 
are privileged and proud to have included 
them in TV shows and on our recordings. 
It is going to be one of those special nights 
when people will say, T was there’.” 

Tickets for this concert at The William 
Aston Hall, Glyndwr University, on Octo¬ 
ber 13 at 7pm are already selling quickly. 

To avoid disappointment, tickets can be 
purchased from The Wrexham Tourist In¬ 
formation Office, Lambpit Street, the Book¬ 
ing Office at Glyndwr University or phone 
the concert ticketline on (01978) 293293 
or visit the choir website RMVC.co.uk for 
more details 


Talented students celebrate success 



Slobodan Markovic and Ethan McMorran celebrate their success 


TWO talented Oswestry School 
pupils are celebrating success in 
a prestigious chemistry compe¬ 
tition. 

Lower Sixth Form pupils at 
the school in Oswestry took part 
in the Cambridge Chemistry 
Challenge during the last aca¬ 
demic year. 

Ethan McMorran finished in 
the top 50 per cent in the com¬ 
petition. 

The talented student gained a 
copper award in the competition 
for his efforts. 

And Oswestry School student 
Slobodan Markovic was in the 
top 12 per cent. 

He achieved a very high silver 
award in the competition for his 
efforts. 

The challenge is a national 
competition. 

The competition is aimed at 
stretching the most able chem¬ 
istry A-level students. 

There were nearly 8,000 en¬ 
tries this year in the competi¬ 
tion. 

The competition is set by an 
experienced team of teachers 
and university chemists. 

It is designed to be accessible 
to Year 12 students but will take 
them significantly beyond the 
syllabus and encourage them to 
think about science in the way 
they would at university. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


School is set to 
host an open day 

MORETON Hall Girls School near 
Oswestry is holding an open day for 
new students and their families. 

The Senior School and Sixth Form 
open day will commence at 10am with 
the principal’s address at 10.30am on 
Saturday. 

Students will then be invited to tour 
the grounds set in 100 acres of beau¬ 
tiful parkland and see the facilities 
on show. Principal Jonathan Forster 
said: “We have exceptional teachers 
and outstanding students, both of 
whom are prepared to go the extra 
mile. Our aim is quite simple, to en¬ 
able students to reach their potential. 
Whether that is achieving a place at 
Oxbridge, representing their country 
at lacrosse or utilising the skills honed 
in Moreton Enterprises to run their 
own company. ” 

Tree survey will 
be carried out 

A COMPREHENSIVE survey of trees 
in Oswestry’s public places it to be 
carried out over the next two years. 

Oswestry Town Council has agreed 
to carry out the survey after revealing 
that the council was responsible for 
about 500 trees across its area. 

They include trees in the town cen¬ 
tre car parks, the cemetery and St 
Oswald’s churchyard, the Fir Grove 
allotments and Brogyntyn Park. 

The two main areas are Cae Glas 
Park and Oswestry Castle Bank, 
which assistant town clerk Arren Rob¬ 
erts said represented the highest risk 
in relation to trees and public access. 

He said: “We are recommending 
that as well as the general survey we 
take a more in depth survey of these 
two sites and look at the long term 
management of the trees there. There 
are some particularly large trees on 
the Castle Bank and this would give 
us a little bit of reassurance.” 


IS YOUR CONSERVATORY 
TOO HOT IN SUMMER AND 

TOO COLD IN THE WINTER? 


A Guardian™ Roof will literally transform your conservatory 
into a comfortable, practical all year round living space... 
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The conservatory you've 
always dreamed of installed 
by quality tradespeople with 
over 20 years experience. 


Installation of 
windows, doors and 
conservatories in 
uP VC, hardwood 
and aluminium. 


J^EADOW^IEW 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 



Which? 
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Shrewsbury 
01743 368700 
Welshpool 
01938 556555 


BRONHAUL YARD. BROOK STREET, 
WELSHPOOL, POWYS SY21 7PH 

Web: www.meadowviewwindows.co.uk 
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4x4 

WORKSHOP SPECIALISTS 


////////////////////////////////////////////^^^^ 


4x4 Specialists, Landrover/Range Rover experts 
Servicing & Repairs 

Class 4 & 7 MOTs (Cars, Vans & Motor homes) 

Diagnostics for all makes & models 

ECU Remapping 

Laser 4 wheel alignment 

Air conditioning servicing 

Automatic gearbox flushing 


McDonald Automotive is an independent family owned Land Rover and 4x4 
specialist garage. We provide quality care from point of sale through to excellent 
servicing and support from our workshop facilities. Come and see us at our 
premises in Oswestry, North Shropshire to view our wide range of vehicles and 
see what we can do for you. 


[CALL NOW 01691 657705 

Unit 18, Maesbury Road, Oswestry SY10 8GA 


www.mcdonald4x4.co.uk 

sales@mcdonald4x4.co.uk 


2017 VWTIGUAN 2.0 TDi R LINE 
150 4M0TI0N AUTO BLACK 
7000 MILES.£28500 

2015 LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 
SPORT 2.2 SD4HSE AUTO RED 
39300 MILES.£26495 

2011 RANGE ROVER VOGUE SE 4.4 

TDV8 GREY 53000 MILES.£23995 

2013 LAND ROVER RANGE ROVER 
EVOQUE DYNAMIC LUX 2.2 SD4 
AUTO GREY 60700 MILES.£23250 

2015 FORD RANGER LIMITED 2.2 
TDCi 4X4 D/CAB PICKUP BLUE 
62500 MILES.£13495 + VAT 

2012 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 
3.0 CRDi LIMITED BLACK 

70000 MILES.£13995 

2010 VW PASSAT ESTATE 2.0 TDi 
R LINE AUTO BLUE 
134000 MILES.£3500 
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Welshpool 


Suicide rate is one of 
the highest in country 


Dementia book scheme at libraries 



Councillor Elwyn Vaughan pictured with librarians Maureen Jones and Mair Dafydd 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

AM welcomes 
traffic move 

THE long-awaited consultation on 
changes to Welshpool’s one-way traf¬ 
fic system has been welcomed by 
Montgomeryshire AM Russell George. 

The Welsh Government had previ¬ 
ously committed to Mr George that 
they would investigate the options to 
change the system. 

The Welsh Government has now 
launched a consultation on potential 
changes. 

Mr George said: “I welcome the 
long-awaited Welsh Government con¬ 
sultation on changes to the existing 
one-way system in Welshpool and 
encourage residents and businesses 
to take part over the next 12 weeks.” 

Top chefs will 
represent Wales 

TWO experienced Welsh chefs will 
be on a mission to save their coun¬ 
try’s culinary heritage and traditions 
when they attend the World Heritage 
Cuisine Summit and Food Festival in 
India. 

Gareth Johns, head chef at The 
Wynnstay Hotel, Machynlleth and 
Chris Bason, head of the hospitality 
business unit at the Welshpool-based 
Cambrian Training Company, will be 
representing the Culinary Associa¬ 
tion of Wales at the event to be held 
at Gobindgarh Fort, Amritsar, Punjab 
from October 11-15. 

Their role will be to promote Welsh 
food traditions and heritage at the 
event, the first of its kind organised 
by the Worldchefs’ World Cultural 
Culinary Heritage Committee. 

They have chosen four traditional 
Welsh dishes for the event. 


Report by Jonny Drury 

THE suicide rate in Powys is 
among the highest in the country 
according to new figures. 

Mental health charity Samaritans 
has welcomed an overall national 
decrease on suicides in Wales, with 
a slight drop in the past three years 
across Powys. 

Figures from the Office for National Sta¬ 
tistics show that there were 60 suicides in 
Powys between 2015 and 2017, at a rate of 
16.9 deaths per 100,000 people - the fourth 
highest rate in England and Wales. The 
rate over the last three years was higher 
than that across Wales as a whole, where 
12.7 suicides were registered per 100,000 
people. 

Last year, there were 19 suicides in 
Powys, the lowest number recorded since 
2014. 

Of 5,821 suicides registered last year 
4,382 were men, a rate of 15.5 deaths per 
100,000 men. 

However, the male suicide rate was at its 
lowest level on record in 2017. The charity 
has said one of the reasons behind the de¬ 
crease in numbers could be the work tak¬ 
ing place to reduce the stigma around male 
mental health. 

However figures have shown men are 
still three times as more likely to take their 
own lives than women. 

Ruth Sutherland, the charity’s chief ex¬ 
ecutive, said: “It’s encouraging to see the 
reduction in male suicide.” 


A SERIES of books designed to 
help people with dementia - and 
their carers, friends and family - 
are now available from libraries in 
Powys. 

The books are provided via a 
multi-agency partnership with 
funding from Welsh Government, 
through the Reading Agency’s 


‘Reading Well Books on Prescription’ 
scheme. Powys County Council’s Li¬ 
brary Service - which has had strong 
links with raising dementia awareness 
in the past - has two complete sets of 
the Reading Agency’s recommended 
books, which will be in hosted in New¬ 
town and Brecon libraries. The books 
are also available for anyone to request 


through the online library cata¬ 
logue system or at a local branch 
library, and are complemented by a 
range of other suitable titles which 
are already in library stock. The 
Reading Agency is also working 
with the Welsh Books Council to 
translate books on the list into the 
Welsh language. 


Millions are 
invested in 
f rack firms by 
pension funds 

FIGURES have revealed around £600 
million was provided by Welsh council 
pension funds to firms operating in 
fracking overseas last year. 

The money was invested in the 
companies by councils across Wales, 
including Powys County Council. 

The news has come at a time when 
the Welsh Government is currently 
consulting on its position not to grant 
new licences for fracking in Wales, 
with a moratorium in place since 
2015. 

Powys County Council is under¬ 
stood to have invested just under £20 
million through its pension fund. 

Campaigners have said the moves 
could be unlawful, with Bleddyn 
Lake of Friends of the Earth Cymru 
saying: “At exactly the same time as 
the Welsh Government is proposing 
to effectively kill off any prospects 
of fracking in Wales, the news that 
Welsh local authority pension funds 
are investing money in companies 
who continue to frack in other coun¬ 
tries around the world is shocking. 

“Welsh councils won’t be faced with 
fracking applications in their areas 
when the effective ban on fracking 
comes into Wales, so they shouldn’t 
be profiting from fracking in other 
people’s backyards. 

“We need to see a clear commit¬ 
ment from them to remove all invest¬ 
ments, direct or indirect, from fossil 
fuel companies.” 

The Welsh Local Government As¬ 
sociation said all Welsh funds are 
members of a pension forum, which 
considers and offers advice on ethical 
relating investment issues. 


MNA DIGITAL 



STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 
on the Shropshire Star website 

www.shropshirestar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
























































Councillors 
told of the 
success of 
town markets 

COUNCILLORS have welcomed a re¬ 
port that found Oswestry is bucking 
the trend when it comes to markets. 

The report went before Oswestry 
Town Council last week, with council¬ 
lors discovering how Wednesday and 
Saturday market numbers have dou¬ 
bled, the most significant rise in years. 
Markets across Britain have struggled 
in recent decades, and Oswestry had 
been struggling until recently. 

But a report to the markets and car 
parks committee of the town council 
says that on average this year 19 trad¬ 
ers have attended with many weeks 
attracting more than 20 stalls. 

The Saturday market has also fared 
well with an average of 17 stalls com¬ 
pared to eight last year, while the 
monthly artisan market has seen 19 
stalls compared to 16 last year. 

Retail markets and events manager 
for the council, David Clough, said all 
outdoor markets were seeing a boost 
as Oswestry continues to go against 
the grain of struggling other towns. 

Mr Clough said the unusually warm 
weather over the summer had also 
contributed, along with the calibre of 
those running stalls. He said: “The 
outdoor markets have increased for 
the first time in many years and, as a 
result, the reputation for our markets 
has improved throughout the county. 

“The consistent, dry weather has 
certainly helped but, essentially, the 
use of Bailey Street has helped attract 
some quality new traders.” 

The markets manager said events 
such as having dancers at the market 
square and live music on the Bailey 
Head have been a catalyst in bringing 
in more work. 

The committee noted the progress 
and hoped that the numbers will con¬ 
tinue to increase. 


Health bosses give 
assurance on maternity 


Report by Lisa O’Brien 

HEALTH chiefs say they rec¬ 
ognise there will be alarm over 
the growing number of cases 
being considered in a review 
into mother and baby deaths at 
Shropshire’s hospitals. 

However, bosses at Shrewsbury and 
Telford Hospitals Trust (SaTH) say no 
conclusions have been reached about 
the care provided in any of the cases. 

It is understood that the review into 
mother and baby deaths in the county is 
now examining more than 100 cases. 

Meanwhile, the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion (CQC) has taken urgent action against 
the maternity department. 

Inspector 

Professor Ted Baker, the CQC’s chief in¬ 
spector of hospitals, said: “CQC has taken 
further enforcement action against the 
trust to ensure the safety of patients. 

“This action follows concerns identified 
within the trust’s maternity services dur¬ 
ing our recent inspection.” 

Deirdre Fowler, director of nursing, mid¬ 
wifery and quality at SaTH, says the trust 
remains committed to providing the best 
care for all women and families who use its 
maternity services. 

She added: “We recognise that, taken 
in isolation, the number of cases which 
are being considered may cause concern 
or anxiety for families currently using our 
services. 

“It is important to remember that this 
review covers a period dating back 20 years 
and that, at this stage, no conclusions have 
been reached. 


Claire is on the run to help charity 



Claire Sproston is raising money for Steps charity 


A STAFF member at Oswestry 
Orthopaedic Hospital will be 
completing in at least nine runs 
to raise money for a children’s 
charity. 

Claire Sproston, who works 
within children’s outpatients 
at the hospital, will be taking 
part in a series of lOks, half 
marathons, marathons and an 
ultra-marathon to raise money 
for Steps charity. 

Steps is a national charity 
that supports and provides in¬ 
formation to those whose lives 
are affected by childhood lower 
limb conditions such as hip dys¬ 
plasia and clubfoot. 

Steps support approximately 
50 per cent of the patients who 
are seen by the children’s out¬ 
patients team and their families 
by offering a national telephone 
helpline, online forum, informa¬ 
tion literature, a family contacts 
service and much more. 

Claire started her running 
challenge earlier in the summer 
when she completed the Potters 
Arf Marathon, Shrewsbury Half 
Marathon, Shrewsbury 10k, the 
Railway Ultra Marathon, Lake 
Vyrnwy Half Marathon and Cos- 
ford 10k. 

To donate to Claire’s chal¬ 
lenge, people can visit www. 
justgiving.com/fundraising/ 
claire-sproston2 


NEWS IN BRIEF 




Fellowship to 
be given a talk 

THE Oswestry Group of the Civil Ser¬ 
vice Retirement Fellowship held its 
September meeting at the Wynnstay 
Hotel, Oswestry on September 4. 

Instead of a speaker this meeting 
comprised “Sue’s Super Quiz”. 

There were about 24 members pres¬ 
ent and everyone agreed that the quiz 
was not too hard, and the scores on all 
the tables were quite close. 

The next meeting of the fellowship 
will be on Tuesday and the speaker 
on that occasion will be Phil Revill, 
talking about the industrial history of 
Ironbridge. The fellowship is a local 
group for government and other pen¬ 
sioners who are welcome to attend 
the meetings, which are usually held 
on the first Tuesday of each month at 
the Wynnstay Hotel, Oswestry, start¬ 
ing at 10.30am after coffee. 

MMR vaccination 
jabs fall sharply 

IMMUNISATION rates for MMR 
have fallen sharply across Shropshire, 
new figures reveal. 

Experts say they are concerned 
at “worryingly low” rates for the 
jab, which protects against measles, 
mumps and rubella. 

The proportion of five-year-olds 
having both MMR jabs in the county 
is now below 89 per cent - six per cent 
lower than the target to make it effec¬ 
tive in the population. 

Continued concerns over controver¬ 
sial claims the MMR jab is linked to 
autism are believed to have influenced 
parents as they decide if their child 
is to be protected. The latest Public 
Health England figures for 2017-18 
show that in Shropshire 88.4 per cent 
of five-year-olds had received both 
MMR jabs before their fifth birthday, 
down from 92.8 per cent the previous 
year. In Telford & Wrekin the figure 
was 88.3 per cent. 



Lakelands Academy 


Ellesmere 

Shropshire SY12 0EA 01691 622543 
email:admin@lakelandsacademy.org.uk 


OPEN EVENT 

Wednesday 26th September 2018 

Contact us for more information and to book your place on our Taster Day 


Lakelands 


aww akelardsacacerry orq uk 


Djeyjeldpihq our students 


^into confident adults 
egufpoed to go as far as 


their, talents will take them 
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TAfTER DAY 

Friday 5th October 2018 
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i2 Cull could see 
badgers driven 
into county 


Police force will have to make cuts of 
£24m in three years to balance its books 


THE decision to expand the badger cull 
could lead to disease-ridden animals be¬ 
ing driven into Shropshire, a group has 
claimed. 

John Hughes, of Shropshire Wildlife 
Trust, warned that extending the badger 
cull to cover Staffordshire, Cheshire and 
Herefordshire could simply lead to animals 
carrying bovine TB fleeing to the county to 
escape. 

The Government gave the go-ahead for 
32 new areas across 10 counties to cull 
badgers. But while Natural England re¬ 
ceived applications to cull badgers at 63 dif¬ 
ferent locations, no licences were granted 
in the county. However, licences were 
granted in neighbouring Staffordshire, 
Herefordshire and Cheshire. 

Mr Hughes said while he was glad that 
the cull would not be taking place in Shrop¬ 
shire, he feared the decision could lead to 
an increased risk of infection in the county. 

“We haven’t got the culling taking place 
here, but because it’s all around us, I be¬ 
lieve inevitably sick badgers will be driven 
into Shropshire,” he said. 

Mr Hughes said the cull was based on 
“bad science”, saying that vaccination was 
a far cheaper and more effective way of re¬ 
ducing the disease. 

However, farming minister George Eus- 
tice said the strategy was working. 

Big increase 
on claims 
over potholes 

POTHOLE claims to Shropshire Council 
rose by 186 per cent last year compared to 
the year before. 

The rise has been blamed on the harsh 
winter, with heavy snowfall over prolonged 
periods of time. 

During the year 2017/18, there were 502 
pothole claims against the authority in 
total, compared to 175 in the year 2016/17 
and 249 in 2015/16. 

A report to the authority’s audit commit¬ 
tee by officer Angela Beechey blamed the 
harsh winter for the rise. 

But she said many claims had been 
turned down because the council was able 
to prove it had an “adequate system of road 
inspection in place”. 

She added: “Due to the extreme weather 
conditions, it was recognised early by high¬ 
ways managers that the usual inspection 
and repair regime would not be possible 
and a temporary winter maintenance pol¬ 
icy was introduced. 

“This allowed resources to be focused 
on key routes where the greatest risk was 
identified.” Seven of the claims have been 
accepted and the council expects it will 
have to pay about £14,000. 

Ms Beechey added the council currently 
has 418 “open” claims for compensation. 

Ms Beechey, a risk and insurance man¬ 
ager, told the committee all councils were 
currently facing the same problem. 

She said: “If we don’t have a legal de¬ 
fence we will pay the claim promptly, but 
where we do have a legal defence to defend 
that claim we will do. 

“We had 502 claims up until March and 
we’ve obviously had more since then. 

“We needed to risk assess the roads and 
how we repair them. There is a recognition 
that it is not just Shropshire that is has 
happened to, it’s country-wide.” 

Tribute planned 
to stalwart Pip 

THE chairman of Oswestry’s Allotments 
Society who died recently is to be honoured 
by the town council. 

Pip Pritchard, who died aged 75, had 
an allotment at Gatacre and had been in¬ 
volved in caring for the town’s allotments 
for almost 40 years. He and his wife, Ivy, 
were deeply involved in the annual allot¬ 
ment and garden show and helped the 
society win awards at Shrewsbury Flower 
Show. He also helped to win a grant for a 
disabled friendly toilet at the allotments. 

Mayor Sandy Best proposed that the 
council buy a bench in memory of Mr 
Pritchard, to be placed close to his allot¬ 
ment. 

Councillors agreed to talk to Mr 
Pritchard’s family to see if a bench would 
be welcomed or if there was something else 
planned. 


WEST Mercia Police will need to make cuts of 
£24.3 million over the next three years to bal¬ 
ance its budget, according to its Chief Consta¬ 
ble. 

Anthony Bangham said the force needed to 
find savings of £7.9 million during the current 
financial year, and a further £16.4 million by 
April 2021 in his annual management state¬ 
ment. 

These savings come on top of £67.4 million 
which has already been cut since 2012, he said. 

It also comes as the West Mercia force was 
named bottom but one in England and Wales 
for the number of beat officers it has patrolling 
streets, with just 8.5 officers per 100,000 peo¬ 
ple. 

Mr Bangham spoke as West Mercia Police re- 
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vealed its ambitions for the coming years. The 
force has created a mission statement in which 
it sets out its priorities and reveals the main 
challenges it faces. 

The chief constable said major savings were 
being sought, but that he hoped to protect front 
line services. 

Some of the savings will be made by replacing 
the outdated police station in Shrewsbury with 
a new centre that would be shared with other 
services. 

Mr Bangham identified six priority areas 
for the next 12 months, including sexual ex¬ 
ploitation and abuse of children, serious and 


organised crime, and organised theft and fraud. 
Domestic abuse, slavery and human trafficking, 
and reducing the number of deaths and injuries 
on the roads were also highlighted. 

His report also revealed that there were 306 
high-risk offenders across the force area who 
were subject to a special offender management 
programme. 

Mr Bangham’s report reveals the pressure 
the force is under as it continues to make cost 
savings. It received 610,202 calls in 2017 - with 
the number of 999 emergency calls rising by 10 
per cent in 12 months. 

Despite the extra pressures, Mr Bangham 
said 90.2 per cent of 999 calls were answered 
within 10 seconds. 

He also revealed that the force had helped 


train 302 hotel staff to spot the signs of sexual 
exploitation of children. 

Mr Bangham said advances in technology 
would help deliver the cost savings while still 
maintaining standards. He said it made it eas¬ 
ier to forecast future demands. 

“The extended period of decreasing budgets 
has increased the pressure still further to be¬ 
come more efficient and effective at what we 
do,” he said. 

“Improvements in technology give us more 
options than ever before to be able to prevent 
crime and respond quickly and effectively to 
incidents when they happen. We are predicting 
and adapting to change and adopting technol¬ 
ogy that supports us in protecting people from 
harm.” 


Moves are made to bring more 
affordable homes to county 


War poet’s statue is starting to take shape 



Jake Garland works on part of the Wilfred Owen statue at Castle Fine Arts Foundry in Llanrhaeadr-ym-Mochnant 
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STEPS are being considered to 
force housing developers to provide 
more lower cost homes in Shrop¬ 
shire. 

The lack of affordable homes will affect 
Shropshire’s economic growth, as people 
will move to live and work elsewhere, 
according to Shropshire Council’s place 
overview committee. 

The committee discussed a report which 
outlined ways to address the issue at its latest 
meeting in Shirehall in Shrewsbury. 

Shropshire Council buying available land and 
building homes to sell was discussed, and it was 
said that plans are moving on to do so. 

Adrian Cooper, planning environment and 
sustainability manager, spoke at the meeting. 

He said: “We’re under some pressure to de¬ 
liver housing needs as our contribution to a 
wider national housing agenda. 

“But it is our responsibility to ensure the 
housing delivered meets our needs. 

“We’re hearing that employers are struggling 
to attract staff as they can’t find affordable 
housing options.” 

Councillor Julian Dean, for Porthill, Shrews¬ 
bury, asked the officers why the council is not 
building and selling homes. 

Buying 

He said: “We’ve just bought the shopping 
centres, why aren’t we buying land and build¬ 
ing homes ourselves?” 

Gemma Davies, head of economic growth, 
replied: “There is an appetite for the council to 
get involved with house building, it’s absolutely 
moving on and there will be decisions that need 
to be made by the cabinet and council in the 
near future about that.” 

In a report to the committee, it says that 
the council will provide 48 units on a plot on 
London Road for self-build and custom build 
homes, and may also seek a proportion of self- 
build plots on development sites of 10 dwellings 
or more. 

Councillor Harry Taylor asked what can be 
done to address empty houses in the county. 

Councillor Roger Evans added: “I’ve got a 
house in my ward that’s been empty for in ex¬ 
cess of 18 years now.” 

Mr Cooper added: “We have a very large 
number of houses, thousands or even 10,000, 
which have planning permission but are yet to 
be built and that is an issue for us because we 
can’t force somebody to build something.” 


IT has cost thousands of pounds to make and 
is almost complete. 

In just a few weeks time a statue of one of 
Oswestry’s famous sons, war poet, Wilfred 
Owen will sit pride of place at the entrance to 
the town’s Cae Glas Park. 

Technicians at the Castle Fine Art Foundry 
have spent months making the statue, and 
are now in the stage of putting the finishing 
touches. 


Sculptor Tim Turner has been working on 
the sculpture, with others also working on 
the statue. Chris Weston, commercial direc¬ 
tor at the foundry, said it is fantastic to work 
on something that will be so prominent in 
Oswestry. He said: “It is nice that we will be 
able to see the work and for it to be someone 
who is known here and in Oswestry. 

“Wilfred Owen is so familiar to Oswestry, 
and to be working on something like this is 


fantastic.” The overall statue is currently a 
secret, with only parts visible as they add the 
final touches. There will be leaves coming off 
Wilfred Owen, with the leaves having poems 
written by the soldier, and they have been put 
together by school children from around the 
area. They will be added in the coming weeks, 
ahead of the official unveiling of the statue 
next month as part of the two-month long Wil¬ 
fred Owen festival. 


Regional slowdown in the sales of council houses 


COUNCIL house sales across the region have 
slowed down, despite a general rise across Eng¬ 
land. 

The latest figures from the Ministry of Hous¬ 
ing, Communities and Local Government show 
that Shropshire Council sold 28 council homes 
under the Right to Buy scheme from April 2016 
to March 2017, down from 31 in the previous 
year. 

Right to Buy was implemented in 1980 by 
the Conservative Government with the goal 
of helping council houses tenants buy their 


rented homes at a discount. In 2016/17, Shrop¬ 
shire Council sold seven houses in every 1,000 
houses it owned. 

Tower Hamlets in London was the local au¬ 
thority with the highest proportion of sales - 
22 dwellings for every 1,000 properties of its 
housing stock. 

Nationally, 13,652 council houses were pur¬ 
chased by tenants in 2016-17 - about 1,100 
more than one year earlier. 

Judith Blake, a Local Government Associ¬ 
ation Housing spokesperson, said: “The loss 


of social housing means that we are spending 
more and more on housing benefit to supple¬ 
ment expensive rents instead of investing in 
genuinely affordable homes. 

“The Government must go beyond the lim¬ 
ited measures announced so far, scrap the 
housing borrowing cap, and enable all councils, 
across the country, to borrow to build once 
more. 

“We have long called for reforms to Right to 
Buy in order to allow councils to build more 
homes to set discounts locally and to keep 100 


per cent of receipts from homes sold.” The 
Government has started a £200 million pilot 
scheme in the Midlands to extend Right to Buy 
to all tenants of housing associations. 

Up to now, these tenants could buy under 
the Right to Buy scheme only if the home was 
owned by the council at the time they moved in. 

John Healey, the shadow housing secretary, 
called this new pilot scheme in the Midlands 
“wasteful”. He said: “By expanding this policy, 
the Tories are only going to make the housing 
crisis worse.” 
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No limits over what can be 
achieved for new headteacher 



Jo Sharrock is the new headteacher at Shrewsbury High School 


Pupils at Shrewsbury High School 
returned to start the new term with 
exam success still fresh in their 
minds and a new headteacher 
leading the school into its new 
school year. 

Jo Sharrock has joined the school 
from Queen Elizabeth Hospital School 
in Bristol and is delighted to take the 
reins at one of Shropshire’s leading 
independent schools, where the values 
of supportive pastoral care and pupil 
wellbeing are valued as strongly as 
academic success. 

Ms Sharrock said: “Learning without 
Limits is the hope for every pupil at 
the school, from the boys and girls at 
Shrewsbury High Prep to senior and 
sixth form girls. 

“We remain intentionally small and 
hugely ambitious for our young people 
and our size allows us to create a tight 
knit community where we know every 
child and prize their happiness. 

“School should be somewhere that 
you feel happy, valued and safe to take 
risks with your learning and above all 
it should be somewhere you can have 
fun as you grow up. The hallmarks 
of an excellent school are not just its 
grades or place in the league table - far 
more important are the confident, well 
rounded pupils they produce. You only 
have to meet one of our Year 8 boys 
or a Shrewsbury High sixth form girl to 
see the school’s strength here. 

“As part of the GDST, the UK’s leading 
network of independent girls’ schools, 


and as the only GDST school in the 
local area, we are able to bring all the 
advantages of that powerful network to 
both our girls and boys.” 

Ms Sharrock is looking forward to 
meeting prospective parents and pupils 
at the forthcoming open morning on 
October 6 from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

She said: “From my very first visit to 
Shrewsbury High School I was struck 


by the warmth and friendliness of the 
school. It was immediately clear that 
Shrewsbury High staff are committed 
to nurturing their students, both 
academically and pastorally, and that 
the students are flourishing as a result. 

“I look forward to welcoming visitors 
to the school at our open morning 
where both our prep and senior 
departments will be open for tours.” 



Prospective students can find out about courses and facilities at Glyndwr University’s open day 

Get a taste of university life 


Wrexham Glyndwr University will 
hold an open day on October 13. 

The day is designed to give 
prospective 2019 entry students a 
taste of what it’s like to study at the 
university and a chance to learn much 
more about the wide variety of degree 
programmes available, what the 
campus has to offer as well as being 
able to meet with course staff and 
current students. 

The university has a wide range 
of courses available at foundation, 
undergraduate and post graduate level, 
many of which can also be studied 
part-time. More than half of current 
Wrexham Glyndwr students study part- 


time and includes a wide-variety of age 
groups. 

Ebony Banks is a hospitality, tourism 
and events management student about 
to enter her final year at Wrexham 
Glyndwr after joining at foundation 
level. 

She said: “I came to an open day to 
find out more after reading about the 
course I was interested in online. I fell in 
love with the university. 

“The lecturers are an amazing 
support and my course is really 
good because you also get to do the 
practical elements such as going to the 
venues you’ve chosen to use.” 

A number of talks will take place at 


the open day plus the opportunity to 
tour the Regent Street campus which 
houses many of Wrexham Glyndwr’s 
creative arts courses. 

A number of the university’s 
supporting services will also be 
on hand on the day to speak to 
prospective students, including the 
award-winning careers team. 

The open day will run from 10am to 
2pm with last entry at 1pm. Visitors 
can drop in throughout the day but are 
advised to check the list of talks and 
events so they don’t miss something 
that’s important to them. For more 
information or to book to attend the 
open day visit wgu.ac.uk/908p 
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“Broadband link 
target will not 
be met in 2020 


Overhaul of children’s homes takes major 
step forward after councillors back strategy 


A TARGET to provide all homes in Shrop¬ 
shire with superfast broadband by 2020 
will not be met. 

Currently about 90 per cent are con¬ 
nected and this figure is expected to rise to 
98 per cent by 2021. 

But Shropshire Council’s aspiration to 
provide all premises with access within two 
years will not be met. 

The council says it expects to achieve the 
target “over the course of the current con¬ 
tracts” - but no longer by 2020. 

A report says: “Whilst this is disappoint¬ 
ing, it has always been a recognised risk 
to the programme, where infrastructure 
providers change their original commercial 
commitments.” 

The report added: “In all cases where 
commercial commitments change we will 
continue to lobby the providers and influ- 
encers to reconsider these frustrating and 
impactful decisions.” 

Other long-term opportunities will be 
reviewed to enable full fibre in the county, 
the report says. 

It adds: “We recognise the importance 
of full fibre as an enabler, most notably 
to support the long-term evolution of 5G 
technologies. 

“As a result, we intend to review further 
long-term opportunities working with part¬ 
ners and Government.” 

Warning is 
given over 
salesmen 

BOGUS salesmen have been going from 
door to door selling cleaning products 
across Shropshire. 

The police have received reports of indi¬ 
viduals or pairs of men calling at various 
households. 

According to the residents who have 
been targeted, the callers offer household 
goods from a large bag and claim to be 
ex-convicts attempting to mend their ways. 

However, the police do not believe these 
men are part of any recognised rehabilita¬ 
tion scheme. 

While cold calling to sell goods door to 
door is not illegal, people engaged in such 
activity should be in possession of a ped¬ 
lar’s licence to do so. 

For residents who display a sign outside 
their homes, advising callers that they do 
not answer the door to unsolicited sales 
people, cold callers who ignore this may be 
committing an offence. 

A spokesperson from West Mercia Police 
said: “We have had reports of such callers 
being very persistent in their efforts to 
clinch a sale. Police advice on the subject 
of cold callers is very clear - do not buy 
from cold callers. Remember, if no-one in 
an area buys these goods, then the sellers 
are less likely to return.” 

More protection 
now for 999 staff 

POLICE officers and other emergency 
workers across Shropshire will have great¬ 
er protection thanks to new legislation. 

In West Mercia alone, there have been 
162 violent incidents against police officers 
and staff from April-June, equating to al¬ 
most two every day. 

For the same period, West Midlands Am¬ 
bulance Service workers in West Mercia 
were physically assaulted 21 times. 

Police and Crime Commissioner John 
Campion, who has campaigned extensively 
for more to be done at a national level to 
tackle violence against the police, has 
backed the Assaults on Emergency Work¬ 
ers Bill throughout. 

The change in the law makes certain 
offences are aggravated when committed 
against emergency workers, giving courts 
the power to impose stronger sentences, 
doubling the maximum sentence for an 
assault against an emergency worker from 
six to 12 months in prison. 

Commissioner Campion said: “I have 
campaigned long and hard for these 
changes to happen, and the law change is a 
mammoth step forward for all emergency 
workers. 

“I am pleased to see the government tak¬ 
ing this seriously. Not only will it protect 
police officers and other emergency work¬ 
ers but it will act as a deterrent for those 
who would commit these offences.” 


AN overhaul of Shropshire Council’s provision 
of children’s homes which could see three new 
specialist homes and a lodge for crisis and res¬ 
pite care created in the county has taken a step 
forward. 

A scrutiny group has looked into the chal¬ 
lenges Shropshire Council face in providing res¬ 
idential care for its looked after children, after 
a surge in demand for specialist care caused 
costs to rise “rapidly”. 

It recommended to the authority’s cabinet a 
£1.2 million business case should be drawn up 
for two new two-bedroom specialist care resi¬ 
dential homes, a three-bedroom step-down care 
residential home and a lodge providing space 
for crisis care and respite care. 

Councillor Peggy Mullock, chairwoman of 
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the People Overview Committee, told members 
at the meeting that concerns had been raised 
about how far the council is having to send chil¬ 
dren from the county. 

She added: “As councillors we are the cor¬ 
porate parents of these children, and sending 
them miles away is not a very good idea. 

“If we can have somewhere in Shropshire 
then we could help them get back to their fam¬ 
ilies. 

“The cost of them being outside the county is 
astronomical, but the children themselves will 
also feel better in Shropshire.” 

Councillor Nick Bardsley, portfolio holder for 


children and young people, said a proposal is 
being worked on now. 

He said: “I wholeheartedly endorse what the 
task and finish group has done. 

“The director and I are obviously working on 
a proper proposal and depending on the size of 
it it might come back to cabinet. It will come 
back to cabinet if it is over £lm.” 

At the end of March 2018, the authority was 
looking after 338 children, a net increase of 47 
a year. But Shropshire Council currently only 
has two residential children’s homes; Chel- 
maren, providing specialist care for five boys 
and another, Havenbrook, which provides short 
breaks for children on the edge of care. 

The council says the number of unaccompa¬ 
nied asylum-seeking children, fleeing war zones 


or being trafficked is growing in the county, as 
is the number of children experiencing physi¬ 
cal and sexual abuse, substance addiction, and 
other problems. 

At the moment Shropshire Council places 14 
children a significant distance outside of the 
county - as far as Cumbria and Glasgow. 

Estimates for buying or adapting buildings 
for the homes are £1.2 million. 

Other councillors added their support to the 
plans. 

Councillor David Minnery added: “I would 
like to echo what Nick has said, I really wel¬ 
come this report, I think it’s a brilliant piece 
of work.” 

Councillor Hannah Fraser said: “I also think 
this is an excellent proposal.” 


Police more likely to stop 
minorities, figures suggest 


Report by Mark Andrews 


PEOPLE who belong to ethnic mi¬ 
norities are five times more likely to 
be stopped and searched by West 
Mercia Police, new figures show. 

The ratio is considerably higher than 
for the neighbouring Dyfed-Powys force, 
where the ethnic minorities are twice as 
likely to be stopped. 

But Shropshire’s police chief has vigorously 
denied that race had any bearing on who was 
stopped, and said stop-and-search was a vital 
tool in disrupting crime. 

Data released by the West Mercia force shows 
that 4,056 stop and searches were carried out 
between August 2017 and July this year, the 
most recent 12 months for which data is avail¬ 
able. 

The figures show that in the cases where the 
ethnicity of the suspect was recorded by of¬ 
ficers, 18.4 per cent were from minority back¬ 
grounds, compared to just 3.8 per cent of area’s 
population who identify themselves as coming 
from such a background. 

Data 

No ethnicity data was recorded in two per 
cent of cases. 

In Dyfed-Powys the figures showed that of 
2,403 searches carried out, 3.9 per cent were on 
members of ethnic minorities, compared to two 
per cent of the population who described them¬ 
selves as from minority backgrounds. 

No ethnicity data was recorded in four per 
cent of cases. 

Commander of police in Shropshire, Telford 
and Wrekin, Chief Superintendent Kevin Pur¬ 
cell, said race had no bearing whatsoever on 
why people were stopped by police. 

“Stop and search is absolutely not about 
race,” he said. “It is a useful tool to help police 
prevent and detect crime and plays a vital role 
in helping keep our communities even safer. 

“Across Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin 
our use of stop and search is closely scrutinised 
by our independent advisory groups. These are 
made up of volunteers from our local commu¬ 
nities, they are independent of police and in 
essence reflect the people we serve. 

“Of course, it is important we get stop and 
search right and we constantly look at ways we 
can improve and be even better at what we do 
which is why we value this independent scru¬ 
tiny and I hope that this independence reas¬ 
sures members of the public about our use of 
stop and search.” 


New challenges on menu for top restaurant 



Restaurant owner Stephane Borie, centre, with members of his team at The Checkers, in Montgomery 


THE region’s final Michelin restaurant has 
handed back its star - bringing to an end the 
region’s run of 18 successive years in the food 
industry’s most important guide. 

Bosses at The Checkers, in Montgomery, de¬ 
cided that they no longer wished to feature in 
the guide because they are changing the direc¬ 
tion of their business. 

Ahead of publication of the Michelin Guide 
on October 1, venue owners Stephane Borie, 
Sarah Francis and Kathryn Francis have taken 
the decision to hand back their star. 

Mr Borie said he plans to enjoy greater cre¬ 


ative freedom as he expands his culinary rep¬ 
ertoire for private clients across the UK and 
Europe. He willremain firmly rooted at the 
family home in Montgomery and will reappear 
at The Checkers on an ad-hoc basis to create 
“pop up” dinners and other bespoke events. 

Ms Francis, who is Mr Borie’s partner, is 
going to go back to the kitchen now that their 
children are all in school. 

She and her sister, Ms Francis, will relaunch 
The Checkers restaurant as Checkers Pantry. 
It will open for breakfast and lunch with drinks 
and cakes throughout the day. 


The Francis sisters will also continue The 
Checkers’ luxury bed and breakfast accommo¬ 
dation. 

Checkers Pantiy will open in mid-November. 

Checkers restaurant reservations are being 
taken throughout September and October 
to give diners a final chance to experience a 
Michelin star tasting menu in Montgomery 
and Mr Borie’s last evening service will be on 
October 27. The decision by The Checkers to 
hand back its star ends a run for Shropshire 
and Mid Wales of 18 consecutive years in the 
Michelin Guide. 


Youth justice team told it must improve in some areas 


THE partnership that provides youth justice 
services across Shropshire and beyond has 
been told it must improve by a watchdog. 

West Mercia Youth Justice Partnership was 
subject to a recent pilot inspection and was told 
it required improvement. 

The partnership provides youth justice ser¬ 
vices across Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin, 
Hereford, and Worcestershire on behalf of the 
four local authorities. 

The service is a partnership between the 
four local authorities, the National Probation 


Service, West Mercia Police, the NHS and the 
office of the West Mercia Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

Youth justice partnerships are judged on the 
number of first time offenders, the number of 
offenders sent to prison, and re-offending. 

The number of first time offenders to the 
youth justice system, aged 10 to 17, is higher 
across West Mercia than nationally, with 
354 per 100,000 last year locally and 295 per 
100,000 nationally. 

The number is lower than 2016 when it 


reached 408 per 100,000. And West Mercia is 
“significantly better” than the national perfor¬ 
mance regarding the number of first time en¬ 
trants being handed custodial sentences. 

The rate of re-offending is also lower in 
Shropshire than nationally, but the number 
of re-offences per re-offender is higher across 
West Mercia than nationally. 

A recent pilot inspection by HM Inspector¬ 
ate of Probation found the service required 
improvement. 

Of the 12 standards in the inspection, seven 


were found to be good, four to require improve¬ 
ment and one to be inadequate. The inspec¬ 
torate said: “There are many strengths of the 
youth justice practice in West Mercia. Staff 
carry out assessments of children and young 
people and implement and review court orders 
well. 

“Their planning is not as strong, although 
managers have taken recent action to improve 
the planning skills of their workforce. 

“Staff have a strong focus on the safety and 
well-being of young people.” 



















Fears voiced over speed of cars going through village 


SOMEONE will be killed if people fail to re¬ 
duce their speed in a village near Oswestry, it 
has been warned. 

Residents have expressed concerns about 
people travelling at 50 to 60 miles per hour 
through Weston Rhyn, with some motorists ig¬ 
noring a mini roundabout and driving straight 
across it. 

Phillip Edwards, who is a serving police of¬ 
ficer in a different area, has called on police 
authorities and Shropshire Council to do some¬ 
thing to prevent a life being taken. 


He witnessed a near miss recently and 
warned it is only a matter of time before some¬ 
thing more serious happens. 

He said: “The speeding through the village 
is getting a lot worse, and before long someone 
will be seriously hurt or killed. 

“They are coming through at speeds of up to 
60 miles per hour, straight across a roundabout 
that has three junctions. 

“I know others are aware of it, and it could be 
being caused as people don’t realise it is there. 

“The road markings have rubbed out and are 


barely visible. I know that the police here have 
speed enforcement and have monitored things 
but it doesn’t seem to have worked. 

“I have contacted my local member and the 
police to see if something can be done before 
someone is seriously hurt.” 

Shropshire County Councillor Steve Charm- 
ley, who is also the authority’s deputy leader, 
has said he understands the concerns of Mr 
Edwards, but stated there isn’t a lot more that 
can be done. 

He said: “I am aware of the issues, and I 


know the parish council has taken steps to ad¬ 
dress it. 

“They have purchased signage for the area, 
and there have been speed enforcement cam¬ 
eras out in the area. 

“You can put as many big yellow lines and 
signs on the road as you like, but at the end of 
the day if the driver ignores them there isn’t a 
lot else you can do.” 

Councillor Charmley also added: “I would 
just urge people to watch their speed in the 
village.” 


Progress on school continues 



Work is continuing on a new primary school to serve Welshpool 


A NEW primary school which will serve 
Welshpool is beginning to take shape. 

Work began earlier in the summer on 
building a new English medium school in 
Welshpool on Salop Road fields, with a new 
Welsh medium school being developed in 
the town. 

Work is progressing well, with a new 
car park already being put down. An offi¬ 
cial launch took place on September 7 with 
members of the school council being given 
their first site visit and they were also able 
to ask questions of contractors Dawnus. 

The school will have a 360-pupil capac¬ 
ity and headteacher Justin Baldwin said: 
“It was a real privilege to see the project 
so far and I was delighted to bring the chil¬ 
dren, governors and representatives from 


the diocese to see the how the project has 
developed. 

“It was also exciting to see how far the 
project has already come so far. 

“We’re delighted that this building is 
going to be a sustainable building and it is 
a fantastic design by Dawnus.” 

Before the build began the project was hit 
by an extra bill of £3.8 million, because of 
listed building status on an existing struc¬ 
ture and problems with the ground at the 
Salop Road site. It means the overall cost 
could be close to £17m. 

Councillor Myfanwy Alexander added: 
“It was a very exciting day at the launch of 
the Welshpool Church in Wales construc¬ 
tion project and it was exciting for the pu¬ 
pils, local representatives and councillors.” 


Concerns over 
building of 
chicken units 


AN environmental group has criticised 
the number of chicken rearing units 
being built in Powys with 115 applica¬ 
tions being submitted in three years. 

Over recent years farmers have been look¬ 
ing to diversify, ahead of the problems Brexit 
could bring on the farming community. 

Since 2015, 115 applications have been submit¬ 
ted, with 88 being given the go-ahead. A further 25 
are awaiting decisions and two were refused. 

However despite farmers saying it is a source of 
income and a way of bringing in other business, 
the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales 
has issued a statement saying there are damning 
effects on the area. 

The county is now home to around seven million 
chickens, but it is being argued the issues it causes 
are a problem. 

A spokesman from the Montgomeryshire branch 
of the CPRW said: “Apart from eggs and meat 
which are a staple of the British diet, there are 
some unwanted additional products created by 
these intense units. 

“For one thing, chickens produce a lot of manure 
most of which is spread on farmland. This creates 
airborne ammonia and extra nitrogen in our soils, 
vegetation and water. Residents near these devel¬ 
opments are constantly complaining about bad 


Report by Jonny Drury 


smells, vermin, polluted rivers and the industriali¬ 
sation of precious landscapes. 

“But despite all these complaints and disadvan¬ 
tages more chicken sheds are being approved and 
most of the polluted areas are unprotected.” 

The organisation says the units could effect 
water supplies and even electricity supplies. 

The spokesman added: “The situation is becom¬ 
ing very worrying as outlined in the recent Plantlife 
report on intensive poultry units and plant biodi¬ 
versity in Wales and as evidenced by the increasing 
concerns of other official bodies. 

“There is much concern in a couple of commu¬ 
nities at least where all residents are on private 
water supplies and chicken units are drawing huge 
quantities from the same aquifers. 

“There were even properties that ran dry this 
summer. 

“Although it was an unusually warm summer 
season these properties have never run dry before 
in previous years, so fingers must point at the in¬ 
tensive poultry units. 

“Concerns are also expressed when looking at 
electricity supplies and small rural roads taking 
extra heavy goods traffic that they were not de¬ 
signed for.” 


Police record hundreds of 
child abuse image offences 


POLICE recorded more than 500 
incidents of child abuse images 
in the region in the last year. 

West Mercia Police said it dealt 
with 517 child abuse image of¬ 
fences in 2017/18 - down slightly 
from 530 the previous year. 

Nationally, child abuse image 
offences are recorded every 23 
minutes by police in UK, with 
offences up almost a quarter 
since last year to 22,724 recorded 
crimes. 

The new figures were obtained 
by the NSPCC via Freedom of In¬ 
formation requests. 

The charity is warning that of¬ 
fenders are using social networks 
to target children for abuse on¬ 
line, grooming and manipulating 
them into sending naked images. 

A single offence recorded by 
police can involve hundreds of 


indecent images of children. The 
NSPCC’s #WildWestWeb cam¬ 
paign is calling on government 
to prevent abuse from happening 
in the first place by introducing 
an independent regulator to hold 
social networks to account and 
tackle grooming to cut off the 
supply of these images at source. 

Last month an NSPCC survey 
of 40,000 young people revealed 
an average of one in 50 school- 
children had sent a nude or semi¬ 
nude image to an adult. 

In February, Matthew Falder 
was jailed for 32 years at Bir¬ 
mingham Crown Court after 
blackmailing young people into 
sending him humiliating pictures 
of themselves which he shared 
on abuse forums. And in April, 
Gavin Small of Shawbury, was 
handed a suspended sentence 


after more than 32,000 indecent 
images of children were found on 
his computer. 

Tony Stower, NSPCC’s head of 
child safety online, said: “Every 
one of these images represents a 
real child who has been groomed 
and abused to supply the demand 
of this appalling trade. 

“The lack of adequate pro¬ 
tections on social networks has 
given offenders all-too-easy ac¬ 
cess to children to target and 
abuse. This is the last chance 
saloon for social networks on 
whose platforms this abuse is 
often taking place. 

“Our campaign is calling on 
government to introduce a tough 
independent regulator to hold 
social networks to account and 
tackle grooming to cut off supply 
of these images at source.” 


Health group 

THE group which commissions health services in Shropshire 
says it is on track to achieve its planned deficit of more than £13 
million for the current financial year. 

Claire Skidmore, the chief finance officer at Shropshire Clin¬ 
ical Commissioning Group, says the organisation is expected to 
hit a deficit target of £13.3 million at the end of March next 
year. 

She told a meeting of the clinical commissioning group’s gov¬ 
erning body that the risks of the group not being able to meet 
the target could be mitigated to some degree, although there 
had been some slippage in expected savings. 

If the clinical commissioning group’ manages to achieve a 


deficit 

deficit of £13.3m for 2018/19 it could see that debt written off 
under a new national commissioner sustainability fund, mean¬ 
ing the total amount it owes will stay the same going forward. 

Ms Skidmore told the meeting: “The actions we’ve been tak¬ 
ing are having some positive results.” 

Slippage 

However, she said there had been slippage in its savings plan. 
The clinical commissioning group’ was planning to make sav¬ 
ings of £20.5m in 2018/19 but it now looks like it could fall short 
by £2.4m. 

Ms Skidmore said although the position had not worsened, it 


of £13 million 

was “not getting any easier”. She said the team was “leaving no 
stone unturned” but was trying to be realistic about what can 
be achieved. 

She added: “We are working hard to review contracts to make 
sure we are only paying for what we should be paying for.” 

Last month, she said it could take more than 15 years to repay 
the group’s historic deficit of nearly £60m. 

Health commissioners in Shropshire must also find £99m in 
savings over the next five years. 

The finance report put before Shropshire CCG’s governing 
body recently, which was the latest available, covered the period 
to the end of July. 


is set for 


Proposal for 15 
units deferred 
by councillors 

PLANS to build chicken units to house 
200,000 birds have been deferred by a 
planning committee. 

A Powys County Council planning com¬ 
mittee has decided to put an application 
for four units at Ystym Colwyn Farm in 
Meifod on hold, after it was described as a 
factory in the countryside. 

The councillors on the committee de¬ 
cided to defer the application, and have 
called for the applicants to come back to 
the planning department with a detailed 
landscaping plan. 

Newtown councillor David Selby said: 
“This is a factory being built in the coun¬ 
tryside. Because it’s for agriculture we 
have to look at it differently. 

“I doubt we would be recommending a 
medium sized industrial estate in this area 
normally. This is a major development; 

I’m getting increasingly uncomfortable. I 
understand small farms need to diversify 
but there’s an existing poultry business. 

“To use a copy and paste approach to di¬ 
versification is entirely wrong.” 

Officers for the council said that the 
environmental permit issued by Natural 
Resources Wales stated it was for a max¬ 
imum of 340,000 birds. Councillor Roger 
Williams said the application was prema¬ 
ture and moved it to be deferred, with 
councillors voting unanimously to defer 
the application. The proposed units will 
operate a two wave clear out with cockerels 
being removed at 36 days and the pullets 
in 42 days, with an expected turnaround of 
about a week. 

Village will 
remember 
fallen heroes 

A SHROPSHIRE village is remembering 
its fallen heroes in the weeks before Armi¬ 
stice Day. 

Ruyton XI Towns will mark the end of 
World War One with a morning church 
service and then the lighting of a Beacon 
above the war memorial in the evening. 

Recently a group of people from the vil¬ 
lage marking the Battle’s Over commemo¬ 
ration began publishing the details of the 
men who died in World War One and whose 
names appear on its War Memorial on the 
village’s Facebook page. This will continue 
until November 11 and will show the pro¬ 
files of the 20 people commemorated. 

Irena White said: “We are still looking 
for further information on the fallen, if you 
could help, please contact me on bersedre- 
lincourt@aol.com.” 

She said on November 11 the church ser¬ 
vice would start at 10.45am followed by the 
walk to the War Memorial for the laying of 
the wreaths. 

“In the evening at 7pm a beacon will be 
lit in the field above the War Memorial and 
Rock House on Brownhill.” 

Rules change 
for conversions 

RECENT changes to building and plan¬ 
ning legislation could make it easier for 
farmers to convert redundant farm build¬ 
ings into housing. 

Oswestry-based Davis Meade Property 
Consultants has said that getting approval 
for development can increase the value 
of buildings, so farmers should consider 
redundant farm buildings as a potential 
source of income. Many farm buildings can 
be converted without full planning per¬ 
mission under what is known as Class Q 
Permitted Development Rights and in a bid 
to boost rural housing these have been fur¬ 
ther amended to allow more buildings to be 
converted. Land agent Kathryn Williams 
said: “Subject to a number of conditions, 
agricultural buildings and land within 
their curtilage can convert to a shop, busi¬ 
ness, hotel or educational use or for resi¬ 
dential uses. 

“For residential use, the maximum floor 
space that may be converted under permit¬ 
ted development rights in April 2018 was 
increased to 465 square metres from 450 
m2 of floor space of a building or build¬ 
ings within a single established agricul¬ 
tural unit to provide up to five new homes 
(increased from three new homes).” For 
further information, contact Davis Meade 
Property Consultants on (01691) 659658. 
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16 Hospitals get 
£3m winter 
funding boost 


Tackling spice use part of £6.8 million 
drugs treatment contract, bosses say 


SHROPSHIRE’S troubled hospitals are to 
receive a £3.19 million cash boost to help 
them through the winter period. 

Announcing the extra money, Health 
Secretary Matt Hancock said it would be 
used to improve emergency care for pa¬ 
tients, provide new beds and pay for better 
equipment for staff. 

Shrewsbury and Telford Hospital NHS 
Trust is one of 81 bodies across the country 
which will receive a share of a £145 million 
investment. 

The trust runs Royal Shrewsbury Hos¬ 
pital and also Princess Royal Hospital in 
Telford. 

The news was welcomed by Shrewsbury 
& Atcham MP Daniel Kawczynski. 

He said it would make a real difference 
during the winter months. 

“The extra £3.19 million is a very wel¬ 
come boost for our local trust, helping it 
through the extra pressures of winter,” 
said Mr Kawczynski. 

Making the announcement, Mr Hancock 
said: “This funding will enable the NHS 
to deliver additional beds, redevelop A&E 
units and upgrade wards, enhance bed 
management systems, and improve ‘same- 
day’ emergency care.” 

Mr Hancock said the trust had identified 
a scheme which would help with its bed 
capacity. 

Thousands 
struggling to 
keep warm 

THOUSANDS of people in Shropshire are 
struggling to keep warm because of fuel 
poverty, it has been claimed. 

About 17,670 households in Shropshire 
are living in fuel poverty and struggle to 
keep warm during the winter months, ac¬ 
cording to a new government report which 
reveals the extent of the crisis facing the 
county. 

The latest statistics show 13 per cent of 
homes in Shropshire are classed as “fuel 
poor”. It means people cannot afford to ad¬ 
equately heat their home based on their in¬ 
come. The national figure has risen to over 
2.55 million homes in fuel poverty over the 
last year. 

Rural parts of the county are dispropor- 
tionally affected, with higher levels of fuel 
poverty compared to more urban areas, and 
the gap between the cost of their bills and 
what they can afford to pay is significantly 
higher at over £600, double that for urban 
areas. This is despite oil heating, one of 
the main fuels used by rural homes, being 
significantly cheaper than other forms of 
heating for homes not connected to mains 
gas. The higher cost of heating, however, is 
largely due to rural homes typically being 
older, poorly insulated and less energy ef¬ 
ficient. 

Growth strategies 
for key towns 

GROWTH strategies are being produced 
for Shropshire’s key market towns which 
could include creating more Business Im¬ 
provement Districts (BID). 

Shropshire Council is working on plans 
for Oswestry, which already has a BID, as 
well as Whitchurch, Shifnal and Cosford, 
Bridgnorth, Market Drayton and Ludlow. 

Councillor Nic Laurens, the authority’s 
cabinet member for economic growth, said 
the plans could include exploring Business 
Improvement Districts and infrastructure 
projects. 

He added: “The development of Local 
Economic Growth Strategies presents a 
real step change in how we engage with our 
key economic centres in Shropshire. 

“Our key market towns and surround¬ 
ing areas provide unique opportunities for 
businesses and we really want to showcase 
these. It’s important for us to understand, 
at a local level, the needs and aspirations of 
the market towns and surrounding areas 
to help them achieve their economic ambi¬ 
tions. This could include things like explor¬ 
ing the viability of Business Improvement 
Districts or specific infrastructure pro¬ 
jects. As well as informing delivery on the 
ground, we very much see these strategies 
having a key role in encouraging growth, 
attracting new businesses and investment 
into not just the towns, but also the sur¬ 
rounding areas.” 


INCREASING numbers of drug deaths and a 
rise in the use of psychoactive substances such 
as spice will be issues for the firm taking on 
Shropshire’s £6.8 million drug treatment ser¬ 
vice contract. 

Shropshire Council has asked organisations 
to bid for the contract to run its drug and al¬ 
cohol treatment and recovery service for three 
years. 

The multi-million pound contract will run 
from April 1, 2019, to March 31, 2022. 

In a document inviting companies to bid for 
the contract the council states that it wants the 
organisation to reduce the number of people 
dying from drug use and to reduce the amount 
of crime. 

It states: “The contract will include all as- 


Report by Jordan Reynolds 

SHROPSHIRE Council does not 
have enough money to reduce driv¬ 
ing speeds outside all schools in the 
county to 20mph. 

Councillor Dan Morris, for Burnell, 
asked the portfolio holder for highways 
and transport, Steve Davenport, if he 
would support Councillor Morris in a 
campaign to consult on a blanket 20mph 
speed limit outside all schools in Shrop¬ 
shire. 

Councillor Morris asked: “In the rural ward 
I represent, there are three excellent primary 
schools, Dorrington, Condover and Longnor. 

“The parish councils of each village, and the 
headteachers of these schools, have indicated 
they would like speed reduction measures, in¬ 
cluding 20mph limits, outside these schools. 
I strongly support them in this. Anecdotally, 
many of the schools I see in urban areas in 
Shropshire appear to have at least 20mph lim¬ 
its immediately outside their schools. 

True 

“However, in many rural wards the opposite 
appears to be true. My question to portfolio 
holder Councillor Davenport is why do rural 
schools appear to be treated differently from 
schools in towns with speed reduction meas¬ 
ures, and would he support me in a campaign to 
consult on a blanket 20mph speed limit outside 
all schools in Shropshire if the local population 
so desired it?” 

Councillor Davenport replied the council tar¬ 
gets accident sites and prioritised community 
concerns with “appropriate interventions”, 
which can include 20mph speed restrictions or 
other traffic management measures. 

Shropshire Council currently has an agreed 
approach for the implementation of 20mph 
speed restrictions on a site by site basis. In 
the county 20mph restrictions are currently 
only considered outside schools or where there 
are high numbers of vulnerable road users, on 
urban residential streets in specific cases and, 
on town centre streets/pedestrian dominated 
areas. Cllr Davenport answered: “Shropshire 
Council’s entire highways and transport capital 
budget has been reduced by £5m in each of the 
next two financial years, and there has been a 
proportionate impact on the budget available 
to undertake integrated transport work. There¬ 
fore, an interim reprioritisation of the use of 
the integrated transport settlement has been 
put in place.” 


AMAZON Echo technology and fitness track¬ 
ers may be used to help ensure Shropshire pen¬ 
sioners are kept safe in their homes. 

A project has been launched to discover how 
technology can help tackle issues such as social 
isolation and the danger of falls. 

James Warman, from the housing services 
department at Shropshire Council, outlined the 
scheme to members of the council’s health and 
wellbeing board during a meeting. 

One project, being piloted with volunteers 
over the age of 65 in Broseley, is testing how 


Report by Dominic Robertson 

pects of community provision to support re¬ 
covery and harm reduction, including the 
provision of pharmacological and psychosocial 
interventions, including community assisted 
withdrawal, to support adults and young peo¬ 
ple recover from problematic drug and alcohol 
use.” 

The organisation will be expected to provide 
a number of interventions to reduce the spread 
of blood borne viruses and reduce drug related 
death. 

The tender talks about how the needs of the 
service have altered in recent years. 

It states: “The service will need to be respon- 


THE Francis Costello Library at Oswestry Or¬ 
thopaedic Hospital has made it in to the top 10 
at prestigious innovation awards. 

The health library, which provides informa¬ 
tion and library services to all staff and stu¬ 
dents on placement, submitted two innovative 
ideas it has introduced at the hospital in the 
Sally Hernando Innovation Awards 2018. 

The awards, which are run by Health Ed¬ 
ucation England, are designed specifically for 


technology such as the Amazon Echo Dot and 
fitness trackers can support the health and so¬ 
cial care needs of vulnerable people. 

Some patients who are discharged from hos¬ 
pital are also being offered telecare equipment, 
which can monitor their wellbeing, in a 13- 
week trial period. 

The trial will assess the benefits of such a 
scheme, the effect it may have on reducing hos¬ 
pital re-admission rates and on any ongoing 
care and support costs. 

It has been run initially in the central Shrop- 


sive to changing needs, including reducing the 
rise in drug related deaths, an ageing opiate 
population, increasing numbers in treatment 
six years plus, novel psychoactive substances, 
dependence on prescribed and over the counter 
drugs.” 

Other considerations are the aims for people 
to fully get over their drug addiction, and its 
effect on their life. 

The document states: “In line with the Na¬ 
tional Drug Strategy (NDS) of 2017 the service 
will also need to be ambitious for full recovery, 
improving both treatment quality and out¬ 
comes for different user groups, ensuring peo¬ 
ple get the right intervention to support their 
level of need. 

“The service will need to work in partner- 


library and knowledge services within the NHS 
and are in memory of Sally Hernando, who 
passed away in 2010 and was a great supporter 
of developing library services to their fullest 
potential. 

The first innovation, Dismantling the Silos 
- Sharing and Celebrating Good Practice, was 
submitted by Lis Edwards, library services 
manager. 


shire area but Mr Warman said it is beginning 
to be rolled out to the rest of the county. 

Mr Warman said it aims to find if it can com¬ 
bat social isolation, as well as detecting and 
preventing falls. 

He said: “This technology isn’t here to re¬ 
place human interaction but to facilitate it. 

“The initial stage is to see how the devices 
work and how people will get on with them.” 

Using a shared community calendar, the 
Echo can remind and prompt people about 
events taking place in their community, and 


ship with a range of other agencies from both 
the statutory and voluntary sector, facilitating 
a joined up approach to the services that are 
essential to supporting every individual to live 
without dependence. 

“For young people, the service will need to 
be able to be flexible in its approach, working 
closely with children and family services, local 
schools and colleges to prevent the onset of 
drug and alcohol use and support those where 
use has become problematic.” 

Shropshire Council said the contract will be 
commissioned to meet a number of outcomes. 

They include freedom of dependence on drugs 
or alcohol, prevention of drug related deaths 
and blood borne viruses, a reduction in crime 
and re-offending and sustained employment. 


took place in May 2017 and gave staff the 
chance to share good practice happening in 
their departments. 

The second innovation submitted was by 
Louisa Fulbrook, deputy library services man¬ 
ager, and was around linking with the nursing 
teams. 

Louisa said: “This innovation involved up¬ 
dating and standardising link folders on our 
wards.” 


fitness trackers can record if someone has as¬ 
cended a staircase as well as measuring steps. 

It is intended to test if the functions can also 
be used to detect a fall. 

Meanwhile, two bungalows in Ludlow have 
been kitted out with assistive technology which 
can be used to support people after they are dis¬ 
charged from hospital. Mr Warman said there 
is also an opportunity to use these bungalows 
as a demonstration and training site supporting 
staff and individuals to make better informed 
decisions about longer term care options. 


Council does not have money 
for 20mph zones at schools 


Innovation award delight for library staff 



Louisa Fulbrook, left, and Lis Edwards with their innovations which have been commended in the award scheme 


This innovation was a poster event which 


Amazon Echo devices could help keep OAPs safe 























New super school proposal takes major step forward 


PLANS for one super school incorporating pri¬ 
mary, secondary and sixth form education in a 
town have taken a step nearer, helping to se¬ 
cure the future of bilingual education provision 
in the area. 

Powys County Councillors voted to go out 
to consultation on a through school for Llan- 
fyllin, amalgamating the current primary and 
high schools. Councillor Peter Lewis, a high 
school governor, said it could stop the exodus 
of college age students across the border into 
Shropshire for their education. He told the 


council’s cabinet meeting that it had been 10 
years since the policy of school modernisation 
had been mooted. “Llanfyllin has taken knock 
after knock after knock and I believe this next 
step will bring the beginning of the end of un¬ 
certainty for the teachers, pupils and parent,” 
he said. 

“By supporting a through school we can 
begin to redraw the future of education in 
north Powys, a new dawn for all feeder schools 
working alongside Llanfyllin.” 

Councillor Lewis said there was no limit to 


the new school’s ambition. He said: “We must 
have more of a vision and provide pupils who 
know what vocation they want, college courses 
and work based learning. We must work with 
colleges in Wales preventing the exodus to 
colleges in England which is occurring in the 
north of Powys. With Welsh Government pro¬ 
viding more nursery care hours facilities for 
two to 20 years could be achieved - from nurs¬ 
ery to vocation. But to achieve an education 
that can deliver all this we will need the invest¬ 
ment to go with it. 


“Today is starting the process for securing 
a modern and first rate education provision in 
north Powys for the next 50 years.” A report 
said that pupil numbers at both schools are 
forecast to fall in the coming years with a com¬ 
bined total projected to fall from 844 in Janu¬ 
ary next year to 702 by January 2023. If the 
recommendation for formal consultation is ap¬ 
proved, it is anticipated that consultation will 
start in October. The target date for closure 
of the two schools is August 31, 2020, with the 
new school opening on the September 1, 2020. 


MP opens shredding facility 



North Shropshire MP Owen Paterson officially opens the new facility 


A GROWING Oswestry business has 
opened a new document shredding facility 
at its base which has been officially opened 
by North Shropshire MP Owen Paterson. 

Mr Paterson was on hand to officially 
open the new facility at EvaStore, which 
stores thousands of documents on Artillery 
Business Park. 

Mr Paterson met bosses to learn about 
the new opportunities the plant will offer 
and how it is another sign of the investment 
being pumped into the local economy. 

Gary Tait, head of sales and operations 
at EvaStore, said: “The new shredding ma¬ 
chine will enable us to securely shred in 
excess of two tonnes of confidential paper 
per hour. 

“This may be old records which are no 


longer legally required or documents which 
have been securely scanned and stored on 
our secure database. 

“The shredded and baled paper as well as 
baled cardboard and plastic film created by 
the new machine then securely transported 
to recycling plants within the UK, ensuring 
as high a recycling rate for the business and 
its customers as possible.” 

Along with the new shredding facility, 
the company also offer document storage 
and scanning services to ensure control and 
fast retrieval of your documents. 

Mr Paterson added: “It is an amazing 
service storing millions of documents in 
100,000 boxes on site, shredding, and able 
to locate, scan and email an individual doc¬ 
ument within one hour.” 


Hundreds of 
children fail 
to hit targets 


NEARLY 2,000 children starting sec¬ 
ondary school this year in Shropshire 
finished primary education without 
meeting the Government standard, ac¬ 
cording to the Department for Educa¬ 
tion. 

Key Stage 2 results for the 11-year-olds 
who took their SATs in May show that 37 
per cent in Shropshire did not achieve the re¬ 
quired score in all their tests - 1,092 children 
in all. The figure was 34 per cent for Telford 
& Wrekin, 765 in all. 

The attainment rate for Shropshire was 63 per 
cent - just below the England average of 64 per 
cent. 

Telford & Wrekin was just above the average at 
64 per cent. 

This year, 2,952 Year 6 pupils in Shropshire took 
the tests, and 2,250 in Telford, which are intended 
to measure how well a child is doing in three key 
areas - reading, mathematics, and grammar. 

They are also used to evaluate how well primary 
schools are preparing their pupils for secondary 
school. 

In Shropshire girls did better than boys, with 68 
per cent of girls meeting the standard compared to 
59 per cent of boys. 


Report by David Banner 


The gender divide was repeated in Telford & 
Wrekin with a split of 71 per cent to 62 per cent. 

But campaign group More than a Score says 
that schools looking to climb league tables focus 
too much on high SAT scores, and that SATs have 
“failed a generation of children”. 

It says that younger children, who can get anx¬ 
ious taking a test, should be assessed in a less 
stressful way. 

During Year 6, students are also evaluated sepa¬ 
rately by their teachers in reading, writing, science 
and maths. 

These assessments provide a broader picture of 
how well children are doing at school. 

Children in both areas did much better in KS2 
teacher assessments than in the tests, it has been 
revealed. 

In Shropshire they did best in science, where 85 
per cent of pupils met the required standard, and 
worst in writing, where 78 per cent of pupils made 
the grade. 

In Telford & Wrekin they also did best in science 
with 82 per cent of pupils meeting the required 
standard. 

They did worst in maths and writing, where 79 
per cent of pupils made the grade. 


'impossible to say' whether fire 
alliance will result in job cuts 


IT is “impossible to say” whether 
an alliance between two fire au¬ 
thorities will result in redundan¬ 
cies, according to Shropshire’s 
chief fire officer. 

Shropshire Fire and Rescue 
Service’s chief fire officer Rod 
Hammerton has said some “cost 
savings” will come out of the plan 
to align Shropshire and Hereford 
& Worcestershire’s services. 

But West Mercia’s police and 
crime commissioner John Cam¬ 
pion has criticised details of the 
formal alliance, saying its aspi¬ 
rations were “not far reaching 
enough”. 

He was also critical at the lack 
of plans to work closer with West 
Mercia Police. 

Both fire authorities are taking 
legal action after Mr Campion’s 
plans to take them over was ap¬ 


proved by former Home Secre¬ 
tary Amber Rudd in March. 

Mr Campion also requested 
that he be more involved in the 
governance of the alliance, which 
has three levels. 

Mr Hammerton has now said 
that the alliance will focus on 
changes which will have the 
“most positive outcomes”. 

He added: “It would be impos¬ 
sible to say at this stage whether 
the outcome of our plan to review 
and align the leadership teams 
within the two fire and rescue 
services would provoke any re¬ 
dundancy situations. 

“However, while we would ex¬ 
pect some cost savings to come 
out of new ways of working, the 
alliance’s primary ambition is 
to create greater capacity and 
resilience for the two fire and 


rescue services - enabling them 
to sustain, and where necessary 
improve, the level of service they 
already provide our communi¬ 
ties. 

“The alliance plan is to take a 
‘bottom up’ approach to reform¬ 
ing services, focusing on where 
any changes can have the most 
positive outcomes. 

“It is expected that this up¬ 
ward pressure will demand that 
management structures are re¬ 
formed and refined to meet their 
needs rather than the other way 
around. 

“This way of working keeps 
the focus on providing the pub¬ 
lic with the best service rather 
than simply trying to cut costs 
and will deliver a management 
team that is ‘fit for purpose’ as 
the partnership evolves.” 


Strategic proposal is published for link-up 


AN alliance between two fire authorities is essential to ensure 
the service is “sustainable long into the next decade”, it has 
been claimed. 

Rod Hammerton, chief fire officer of Shropshire Fire and Res¬ 
cue Service, said closer links between his authority and Her¬ 
eford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service would help meet 
“increasing pressures of budgetary restriction”. 

He made the claim in a report that went to Shropshire Fire 
and Rescue Authority’s strategy and resources committee. 
Members were asked to approve the creation of an alliance plan 
at the meeting. 

The plan contains 24 actions, including reviewing safeguard¬ 


ing processes, reviewing community safety provisions, reviewing 
and aligning senior leadership teams, and plans to reinvest sav¬ 
ings. In his report, Mr Hammerton says: “The proposal extends 
the existing collaboration arrangements into a more planned 
and structured formal alliance which will deliver real benefits 
in terms of aligning processes and procedures, and sharing re¬ 
sources, experience and expertise. 

“It would also provide both services with the capacity and 
resilience to remain sustainable long into the next decade.” 

Officers from both services have been working together to 
create the plan over the last few months. 

The plan aims to ensure “long-term capacity and resilience 


to meet the increasing pressures of budgetary restrictions and 
changing demands, while sustaining first-class fire and rescue 
services for the communities of the three counties”. 

The report concludes: “The creation of a formal strategic al¬ 
liance and governance framework is a major step towards col¬ 
lective resilience, capacity and sustainability to effectively meet 
ongoing financial challenges, while also seizing the opportunity 
to deliver key joint priorities over the next three to five years 
and provide additional value to our local communities.” 

Shropshire’s fire authority approved investigations into how 
the two fire services could work together in March in the wake 
of major cuts in Government funding. 


Details on 17 
electoral roll 
up for sale 

PERSONAL details held on the electoral 
roll are being sold to outside parties for 
thousands of pounds. 

Credit agencies and political parties are 
among groups buying information held by 
councils in the region. 

Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin coun¬ 
cils are obliged by law to sell the details of 
names and addresses on the roll. 

They are believed to have made about 
£24,000 over the last six years. 

According to figures released in a Free¬ 
dom of Information request, dozens of or¬ 
ganisations and individuals have received 
the data. 

Telford & Wrekin Council has received 
£12,055 from selling the data over the past 
six years. 

The data was sold to councillors, political 
parties, and credit reference agencies. 

It was also handed over to the Dutch 
Here group, a company that supplies map¬ 
ping information and data for satellite nav¬ 
igation systems. 

Shropshire Council said it only had fig¬ 
ures for the past three years, over which 
time it received £5,514, suggesting its data 
sales are roughly comparable to those of 
Telford & Wrekin. 

Shropshire Council also supplied a copy 
of the open register, which people can be 
exempted from if they ask, to the Here 
group, receiving £209 in October 2016, it 
has been revealed. 

Open registers were also sold to Aston- 
on-Clun Community Shop, NFU Mutual 
and Caravanwise Ltd. 

Long-serving 
town clerk to 
step down 

A LONG-serving clerk who has helped a 
town council take on a number of services 
from a local authority is to stand down, it 
has been announced. 

Robert Robinson, town clerk for Welsh¬ 
pool, has been serving in the role since 
2006, but he will be reducing his com¬ 
mitment to the council until he retires in 
2020/21. 

The council will be advertising for a role 
as senior manager in the coming weeks, 
with a view to them joining them in April 
2019. 

Mayor Steve Kaye said the person likely 
to come in will be from private industry 
with a business background. 

He said: “Mr Robinson will still head up 
the council establishment alongside the 
new appointment of a deputy for approx¬ 
imately six months after which he will be 
reducing his commitment to three days a 
week. 

“As the future of town and community 
councils unfolds, the final retirement date 
for Mr Robinson will unfold - likely to be 
2020 / 2021 .” 

Smartwater plea 
made to councils 

MORE councils should buy discounted 
Smartwater kits according to the region’s 
police and crime commissioner. 

John Campion, West Mercia Police and 
Crime Commissioner, is hoping more coun¬ 
cillors across the region will supply their 
areas with the liquid, which is used as a 
crime deterrent. 

This comes after he launched a campaign 
in June that seeks to reduce theft crimes 
throughout Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin, 
Herefordshire and Worcestershire. 

As part of the campaign, councils looking 
to supply Smartwater kits in their area can 
purchase them in bulk with a 25 per cent 
discount. 

The water-based solution allows prop¬ 
erty to be uniquely marked and enables the 
police to identify the owner of the property 
and potentially the offender. 

Once 80 per cent of kits in an area are 
applied for, free signage is put up to let 
criminals know if they commit crime, they 
are likely to get caught. 

John Campion, West Mercia Police and 
Crime Commissioner, said: “So far I have 
had six councillors put in an application 
for Smartwater which would cover approx¬ 
imately 3,500 homes. It would be great to 
add even more homes to the many that are 
already protected.” 


Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, September 27, 2018 






















Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, September 27, 2018 


heatwave sparks rise in fires 
county, new figures have revealed 


18 Hundreds have 
limb and foot 
amputations 

HUNDREDS of diabetics have undergone 
“devastating” foot, toe and limb amputa¬ 
tions in the last three years, new figures 
have revealed. 

The number of people having diabe¬ 
tes-linked amputations in the NHS Shrop¬ 
shire Clinical Commissioning Group area 
has increased by 63 per cent since 2014. 

The new figures, from data published by 
Public Health England, revealed there had 
been 128 amputations due to diabetes be¬ 
tween 2011/12 and 2013/14, but 208 by the 
end of the 2014/15 to 2016/17 period. 

In Telford the figures have also shot up, 
rising by 31 per cent, up from 104 in be¬ 
tween 2011/12 and 2013/14 to 136 by the 
end of 2014/15 and 2016/17 period. 

Across England, amputations increased 
by 14 per cent over the same period, rising 
to almost 26,400 - the equivalent of 170 
every week. 

Diabetes UK said that about 80 per cent 
of amputations could be prevented if dia¬ 
betics got more support, and “urgent ac¬ 
tion” is needed to stop an “epidemic” of 
diabetes. 

Dan Howarth, head of care for Diabetes 
UK, said: “The latest figures show that, 
unfortunately, there’s still a great deal of 
work to be done to tackle rising number of 
diabetes-related amputations across Eng¬ 
land.” 

Schools face 
big increase 
in numbers 

THE number of secondary students in 
Shropshire will rise by nine per cent over 
the next five years, it has been revealed. 

Figures from the Department for Educa¬ 
tion show that the council will have 17,307 
students between 11 and 16 years old in 
2023-24,1,410 more than this year. Despite 
the increased pressure, Shropshire Council 
has enough places available to make up for 
the higher number of students. It is one of 
65 local authorities where there are more 
places than students. 

But student demand is outpacing the 
number of places in 71 other English coun¬ 
cils, including Telford & Wrekin. 

Telford will need the equivalent of two 
new secondary schools over the next five 
years to meet increasing demand. 

While in 2016-17 there were 13 state- 
funded schools with 12,801 available places 
for children between 11 and 16 years old, 
the department estimates that 14,768 stu¬ 
dents will be in secondary school in 2023- 
24. Telford & Wrekin Council said the 
ability to expand quickly had been built 
into many new or refurbished schools in 
the borough. The Local Government Asso¬ 
ciation said councils needed the power to 
expand in order to avoid the “crisis” of not 
having enough school places. 

Gruel ‘treat’ for 
venue visitors 

VISITORS to the recent Open Doors event 
at Llanfyllin’s Victorian workhouse were 
offered a bowl of gruel as they arrived to 
mark the historic building’s past history. 

More than 500 people, a record attend¬ 
ance, went through the doors enticed not 
by the gruel, but the food fair and by a day¬ 
long programme of activities. 

Llanfyllin Mayor Simon Baynes praised 
the project to restore the building, saying 
that the development of Y Dolydd was hav¬ 
ing a positive effect on the town. 

He said: “The Llanfyllin Workhouse 
brings many benefits to our town. I have 
been involved in the workhouse for 15 
years and am proud to have made the Mas¬ 
ter’s House Appeal at the workhouse one 
of my two chosen mayor’s charities during 
my time in office. 

“The hard work put in by all the organ¬ 
isers of this event was amazing and I am 
not surprised that it was such a success.” 

Entry was free, but with some money 
still to come an estimated £700 was raised 
for the Master’s House Appeal to restore 
a central building in the complex and give 
an opportunity to open up the upper floors 
of the former workhouse. John Hainsworth 
from the preservation trust said the open 
day included exhibitions from local artists 
and photographers and open craft studios. 
A film, Ghosts of the Workhouse, was 
shown in the history centre. 


Summer 
across the 

THIS summer’s heatwave led to a jump in the 
number of fires across Shropshire, new figures 
have shown. 

Shropshire Fire and Rescue Service was 
called out to more than 500 fires during July - 
a 38 per cent increase on 2017 when there were 
fewer than 400 incidents. 

So far in 2018 there has been a 14 per cent 
increase in fires compared to last year. 

Chief fire officer Rod Hammerton presented 
the figures to the Shropshire and Wrekin Fire 
and Rescue Authority. 

He said the hot weather had made it hard 
for the service to reach its performance targets. 

Mr Hammerton said: “As noted by members 
when this year’s targets were set, meeting 
them is expected to be very challenging . 


Report by Mark Andrews 

WEST Mercia Police drops investi¬ 
gations into three quarters of car- 
theft cases and eight in 10 reported 
burglaries without identifying a sus¬ 
pect, it has been revealed. 

Four in 10 shoplifting cases are also 
closed without any further action being 
taken, new figures show. 

The revelations prompted warnings that vic¬ 
tims could be put off reporting offences, while 
criminals are given a “green light to reoffend”. 

Police chiefs say increased demand and re¬ 
duced officer numbers mean they have to pri¬ 
oritise cases where there is a realistic chance 
of prosecution. 

Home Office figures show that there were 
1,221 cases of the theft or unauthorised tak¬ 
ing of a vehicle reported to West Mercia Police 
during the 12 months up to March this year. 
Of these 900 were closed without a suspect 
being identified. The figure was better than for 
the neighbouring West Midlands force, which 
dropped 91 per cent of cases. 

Over the same period, there were 7,439 cases 
of shoplifting recorded in West Mercia, of which 
3,121 - 42 per cent - were dropped without a 
suspect being identified. And for domestic bur¬ 
glary, 3,828 out of 4,734 reported cases were 
dropped with the culprit still unknown. 

Burglary 

By contrast, Dyfed-Powys dropped just 34 
per cent of its car-theft cases, 23 per cent of 
shoplifting cases, and 61 per cent of burglary 
investigations. 

The figures are broadly in line with the na¬ 
tional picture, which also showed that recorded 
shoplifting and vehicle theft levels were at their 
highest in years. 

Nationally, 77 per cent of cases involving 
vehicles stolen or taken without consent were 
closed without an offender being identified, 
with 81 per cent of domestic burglaries and 47 
per cent of shoplifting cases also being dropped. 
At the time the data was collected, charges or 
summonses had been issued for just four per 
cent of recorded vehicle thefts nationally, and 
five per cent of residential burglaries 

Deputy Chief Constable Amanda Blakeman, 
National Police Chiefs’ Council lead for acquis¬ 
itive crime, said increased demand and fewer 
officer numbers have led to forces prioritising 
cases with a realistic prospect of prosecution. 

She added: “Police investigate all cases of 
theft, burglary and shoplifting” 


MORE defects than anticipated have been 
found in part of a project working towards 
Shropshire Council’s new multi-million pound 
IT system. 

The Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) 
section of the revamp, which covers areas such 
as finance, HR and payroll, has been put into 
the highest category of risk - having moved 
from amber-rated risk to red, due to “chal¬ 
lenges”, Shropshire Council’s audit committee 
heard. 

But the other three projects mentioned 


Report by Emily Lloyd 


“It looks like the fine weather we have expe¬ 
rienced over the past few months could possibly 
be adding to that challenge.” 

He also said the weather could be a reason 
why the service was not set to meet its target of 
arriving with 15 minutes on 89 per cent of the 
calls it received. 

The current rate is 86.8 per cent - down on 
last year. 

Mr Hammerton said: “We are continuing to 
look into whether the location of the increased 
number of incidents has significantly changed, 
with perhaps more incidents now happening 
further away from the stations. 


OSWESTRY was brought to a halt at rush 
hour as emergency services worked to discover 
the source of a suspected gas leak. 

Church Street in Oswestry was sealed off 
after reports that people could smell gas com¬ 
ing from under the pavement. 

The road was closed off from Red Square to 
the Cross, as police and firefighters were called 
along with utility companies. 

The drama started at around 8.30am on 


within the report on the digital transformation 
update were ahead of schedule. 

Michelle Leith, Shropshire Council’s head 
of HR and development, said: “The project for 
this part has moved from amber to red, and we 
are working to resolve the issues that we have. 
We have come across some challenges - there 
are more defects in the system than anticipated 
and we are managing that on a daily basis.” 

Councillor Steve Charmley, the portfolio 
holder for corporate, said delays were not the 
primary factor and it is more important that 


“This work is in its early stages and members 
will receive more information as results become 
available.” 

Other targets not being met include the num¬ 
ber of accidental fires, reducing injuries to staff 
through firefighting, and fires being contained 
in the room of origin. 

However, targets for the number of deliber¬ 
ate fires, fire-related injuries and deaths, and 
value for money, had been achieved. 

Meanwhile, recruiting on-call firefighters 
remains a “constant challenge” according to a 
new report. 

Figures show there have been improvements 
since the start of the financial year with the 
current availability for on-call firefighters - or 
retained (RDS) crews - rising by 2.2 per in- 


Monday and the area was closed off until 
around lunchtime. 

Diggers dug up the pavement outside Wil¬ 
liam Hill bookmakers as the work continued 
into the afternoon. 

Wales and West Utilities said it was believed 
to be a gas leak earlier in the day, but further 
work had discovered no sign of a leak. 

Wayne Griffiths, Wales & West Utilities gas 
emergency services manager for Oswestry. 


the project is “right, first time”. He said: “We’ve 
got an awful lot of work to do, it’s changing the 
culture of the organisation to make sure that it 
works going forward. It’s not just technology 
we’re bringing in, it’s cutting edge stuff. To cre¬ 
ate the savings attached to it it’s got to change 
drastically, we can be assured that everything 
is being thrown into it so it does what it says 
on the tin. 

“To deliver the big bucks at the end of this 
we have to do things differently, not delivering 
the savings is not an option. 


crease to 97.7 per cent in July 2018 compared 
to the same month last year. Since April 2018 
availability has risen by 0.7 per cent to 97.8 per 
cent. Wholetime firefighter availability remains 
at 100 per cent putting the average availability 
for the service as a whole at 96 per cent. 

A report by Mr Hammerton to Shropshire 
and Wrekin Fire and Rescue Authority says 
work is ongoing to bring overall availability up 
to 100 per cent. Mr Hammerton said: “When 
compared to other services across the United 
Kingdom, SFRS continue to lead the way in 
terms of availability of on-call appliances. To 
improve on the overall level of performance, 
the service remains focused on those fire appli¬ 
ances/stations that are currently failing to meet 
the service average.” 


said investigations were continuing, adding: 
“We were alerted to reports of a smell of gas at 
a property on Church Street in Oswestry and 
immediately sent an engineer to the scene.” 

“The smell does not appear to be related to 
the gas network.” 

The gas alert was one of two in the county on 
Monday. In Shrewsbury, one lane of the gyra¬ 
tory was closed while work to repair a gas leak 
was carried out. 


“This one can’t come under pressure, it’s a 
big chunk of money. 

“Timescales for me aren’t as critical as deliv¬ 
ering it right, first time.” 

Ms Leith added: “From this work we will be 
identifying more efficient ways of working that 
will cost less. 

“The original business case identified £4 mil¬ 
lion worth of savings annually.” 

Councillor Brian Williams said it was encour¬ 
aging to see some of the projects were ahead of 
schedule. 


Police drop eight in 10 
burglaries figures reveal 


Gas leak alert closes road in town centre 



Workers were called out to investigate reports of a gas leak in Oswestry town centre 


Defects found in IT system revamp, councillors told 
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Charming home in 
town centre exudes 
superb appeal 

Exuding appeal, this charming Grade II listed town 
house in Oswestry town centre, Ty Gwyn, 57 Willow 
Street, is a flexible four or six-bedroomed residence. 

Having flexible accommodation, coming with or 
without a self-contained flat, it has an abundance of 
features. 

The entrance hall of Ty Gwyn, 57 Willow Street, opens 
to a sitting room and library. These are two of the three 
reception rooms, each coming with a feature fireplace. 

The sitting room with an open timber frame reveals the 
staircase behind. 

To the rear of the house are the open plan kitchen and 
living rooms, with French doors to the garden. 

The ground floor accommodation also provides a 
utility, conservatory and WC. 

Ascending to the first floor, you will find three/four 
bedrooms with three en-suites. True decadence is to be 
found in the master bedroom which enjoys its own roof 
terrace. 

Rise again and currently the second floor is configured 
as a self-contained flat, however this could be reinstated 
to two separate rooms should the purchaser wish. 

Balfours agent Charlie Giffard said: “This is a 
gem for anyone seeking a town house, which even 
accommodates garage and parking.” 

A wide range of amenities can be found in the large 
market town of Oswestry. 

The town has a selection of supermarkets, high street 
shops, boutique shops, a leisure centre, golf club and 
restaurants. The area is well known for its countryside 
and history such as The Old Hill Fort, Offa’s Dyke and 
Old Oswestry Racecourse which attracts visitors, 
walkers and riders. Golf enthusiasts can enjoy golf 
at Llanymynech Golf Club, Mile End Golf Club and 
Oswestry Golf Club. 

KEY FEATURES_ 

Charming house 
Grade II listed 
4/6 bedrooms 

With/without self-contained flat 
Garden & double garage 


OSWESTRY £425,000 



Best prices paid for your scrap metal, 
copper & brass etc 

Immediate payment by cheque or cash card facility 

Responsible Recycling: Redwither Road, Wrexham Industrial Estate LL13 9RD 



Tel: 01978 664060 • www.entrec.co.uk 
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Detached house has 
superb valley views 


GARTH 

£ 374,950 



An individual detached house with valley views and 
first floor open plan living, Tyn-Y-Pistyll at Garth, 
Glyn Ceiriog, comes with a large timber decked 
area, landscaped gardens and woodland. 

It is for sale through Morris Marshall & Poole at 
£374,950. Briefly the property comes with three 
bedrooms, a shower room and a bathroom. 

A turning timber-built staircase rises up from the 
entrance hall to the upper level lobby with a tiled floor 
and external door to the rear. Access leads through 
to the living area which has a multi-fuel stove fitted to 
the slate built fireplace, being dual aspect with a large 
picture window to the rear and concealed radiators. 

Contact Morris Marshall & Poole on 01691 679595 
for more information. 



Substantial 
farmhouse 
dates back to 
17th century 

OSWESTRY 

£ 550,000 «< 


A substantial Grade II listed 
farmhouse dating back to 
the mid-17th century near 
Oswestry is the perfect 
project for long or short term 
remodelling. 

Found at the end of its own 
extensive driveway, Great 
Fernhill Farmhouse sits in 
more than an acre of its own 
land. 

“This is a sizeable farmhouse 
of huge potential and with 
much charm and character 
intact, including a stunning 
Jacobean open-well staircase 
rising from ground floor to 
attic, carved sprocketed eaves 
to the main building, generous 
ledged and braced doors and 
original quarry tile floors,” 
explains Alistair Hilton, head of 
sales at Balfours. 

Great Fernhill Farmhouse is 
marketed with a guide price 
of £550,000. Call Balfours 
on 01743 353511 for more 
details. 



J. J. DELL 

& Co. 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


TREFONEN 




• Superb Spacious 
Detached Bungalow With 
Countryside Views 

• OFCH&DG 

• Reception Hall 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Study 

• Kitchen And Utility/WC 

• Sun Room And Garden 

• Four Bedrooms (Master 
En Suite) 

• Double Garage 

• Good Sized Gardens 

• EPC Band -E 


JJD1001 


GUIDE PRICE £449,000 


TETCHILL, NR. ELLESMERE 

• Well Appointed Four Bed. 
Detached House 

• Small Cul De Sac Location 

• OFCH And D/Glazing 

• Reception Hall 

• Living Room And Dining 
Room 

• Kitchen And Utility 

• Four Bedrooms (Master 
En Suite) 

• Study Option 

• Bathroom 

• Driveway And Double Garage 

• Enclosed Rear Gardens 

• Outskirts Of Village Location 

• EPC Band - D 

JJD995 

GUIDE PRICE £279,000 



GOBOWEN 




Spacious Four Bed. 

Detached Dormer House 

GFCH & D/G 

Kitchen With Work Room 

Laundry Room 

Cloakroom 

Lounge 

Dining Room 

Four Bedrooms (Master 

En-Suite) 

Bathroom 

Attractive Corner Plot 


* 


Garage 

Parking For Four Vehicles 
Standing For Caravan/Trailer 
EPC Band - 


452679 


GUIDE PRICE £230,000 


OSWESTRY 



• Spacious Three 
Bedroomed Detached 
Bungalow 

• Edge Of Town Location 

• GFCH & UPVC DG 

• Entrance Hall 

• Lounge/Dining Area 

• Kitchen 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Gardens To Front And 
Rear 

• Garage And Off Road 
Parking 

• EPC Band - D 
JJD1016 


GUIDE PRICE £269,000 


NR. OSWESTRY 



• Range Of 
Attractive 
Traditional Stone 
Barns 

• Suitable For Re- 
Development 

• Desirable And 
Picturesque Hamlet 
Location 

• Mains Electricity 
And Water Available 

JJD989 


GUIDE PRICE £275,000 


WHITEHURST, CHIRK - TO LET 



• Detached Sixteenth Century 
Cottage 

• OFCH and D/G 

• Entrance Hall 

• Sitting Room 

• Garden Room With 
Conservatory 

• Kitchen 

• Bathroom 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Good Sized Well Maintained 
Lawned Garden 

• Car Parking Area 

• Rent - £650 pern. Deposit 
-£950 

• Agreement Cost £180 inc. VAT. 

• EPC Band -E 

JJD066 


RENT - £650 PCM 


OSWESTRY 



• Two Bedroom Semi- 
Detached Bungalow 

• Served By Regular Bus 
Service 

• OFCH. Upvc Windows 
And Doors 

• Entrance Hall 

• Living Room 

• Kitchen 

• Sun Room 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Bathroom 

• Car Port And Driveway 

• Front And Rear Gardens 

• EPC Band - E 
JJD1005 


GUIDE PRICE £155,000 


THE WERN, LLANYMYNECH 



■ 


• Spacious Four Bed. 
Detached House 

• With Two Bed. Detached 
Bungalow 

• Oil Fired And Solid Fuel 
CH. D/Glazing. 

• Suitable For Two Families 

• Outskirts Of Village 
Location 

• Countryside Views 

• Approx. Two Acres Of 
Woodland 

• Double Garaging To Both 
Properties 

• Store Sheds 

• EPC Band - E 
JJD996 


GUIDE PRICE £725,000 


OSWESTRY - TO LET 



• Fully Modernized And 
Attractive Premises 

• Busy Secondary Trading 
Position 

• Exceptionally Well 
Appointed With Air 
Conditioning Unit 

• Ground Floor Sales Area - 
27.6 sq. m Approx. 

• Rear Salon/Consulting 
Room/Office - 13.75 sq. 
m Approx. 

• New Lease - Flexible 
Terms Available 

• Shared Rear Yard 

• EPC Band - 

JJD099 


£5,200 PER ANNUM (exc. Rates) 


GOBOWEN 




• Close Care Residential 
Bungalow On Purpose 
Built Complex 

• Minimum Age For 
Occupation - 55 Years 

• CH And D/Glazing 

• Lounge/Dining Area 

• Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• Bedroom 

• Bathroom 

• Rear Enclosed Paved Yard 

• Overnight Visitor 
Accommodation Available 

• EPC Band - D 
JJD1004 


GUIDE PRICE £66,500 


OSWESTRY - TO LET 






• Three Bedroomed 
Detached House With 
Private Rear Gardens 

• GFCH & D/G 

• Kitchen 

• Living Room 

• Dining Room 

• Bathroom 

• Cloakroom 

• Off Road Parking 

• Car Port 

• Rent £750 pcm. Deposit 
£750 

• Agreement - £180 inc. VAT 

• EPC Band - C 

JJD100 


RENT - £750 PCM 


PROPERTIES 

REQUIRED 

All Types Of Properties Required 

Competitive Commission Rates 
Prominent Office Location 

Full Sales Negotiation And Support 
Contact Us To Arrange No Obligation Visit 


OSWESTRY (01691) 653437 - (01691) 680212 
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MORRIS MARSHALL & POOLE 


with norman lloyd 


www.morrismarshall.co.uk 

Chartered Surveyors | Auctioneers | Estate Agents 

Established 1862 

rightmov* ZOOplG f t (•) Market f^RICS fj 



(/AU6 


What is my Home Worth? 

If you are going to sell your home you need to speak with the real local property 
experts from Morris Marshall & Poole with Normal Lloyd. Between them Roger Lunt 
FRICS and Martin Moore MIRPM have over 50 years experience of selling property in 
and around Oswestry. Our pre-sale advice is free and we will show you how to get 
the best price without having to pay a premium fee. 

Book on-line at morrismarshall.co.uk 01691 679595 


65 Henley Drive, Oswestry 


£185,000 


Exceptionally well presented 3 bedroom 
detached house, convenient for local 
amenities, schools and the A5. 

Double glazed, gas central heating. 
Driveway and integral garage, gardens 
to front and rear. This is an ideal 
property for a young family. EPC Rating 
= C (74) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 




48 Hammonds Place, Gobowen 


£130,000 


Well presented 3 bedroom end terrace 
house. Good proportions for families 
or first time buyers. Recently re-fitted 
bathroom. Conservatory, Double 
glazed, gas central heating. Gardens 
off road parking. EPC Rating = C (69) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 





15 Trehowell Lane, Weston Rhyn 
£144,950 


Three bedroom semi-detached house. Lounge, dining 
room, kitchen. Corner plot with enclosed gardens and 
off road parking. Gas C/H. Close to village school. 
No Chain. EPC Rating = D(62). Ideal Family Home 
or Investment. 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 




Oswestry Office 01691 679595 


7 Balmoral Close, Oswestry 

Detached two bedroom bungalow. 

Head of cul-de-sac location. Gas central 
heating, double glazing. Enclosed 
rear garden area and detached single 
garage. No chain. Regular Town Bus 
Service. No Chain. EPC Rating: 60(D) 


£169,950 


3 Babbinswood, Whittington 


£1 13,000 




32 Bentley Drive, Oswestry 
£350,000 


Five bedroom detached House. Excellent location 
with attractive outlook. Two bedrooms with en-suites. 
Main bathrooms on first and second floors. Lounge 
with french doors to attractive garden. No Onward 
Chain. EPC Rating = 73(C) 


Oswestry Office 01691 679595 


Surveys & Valuations 

Buying a home is a complicated and expensive process so protect your 
investment with a professional survey from an independent surveyor 

RICS Written Valuations 

Make sure you are paying the right amount for your new home 

RICS Property Condition Report 

With a clear traffic light system to identify and quantify risks 

RICS Home Buyer Report 

Concise and user friendly, ideal for private buyers 


Letting & Management 

Morris Marshall and Poole with Norman Lloyd manage over 1000 
properties in Shropshire and Mid-Wales with a team of experience and 
professionally trained staff ensuring the very best care for both 
Tenants and Landlords. 

For advice on letting your property , rental valuations , current rules and 
regulations or Rent Smart Wales contact us today. 

01691 679595 


Aberystwyth 01970 625020 
Bishops Castle 01588 6385 1 I 
Llanidloes 01686 412567 


London 0203 368 3986 
Lettings Centre 01686 626160 
Machynlleth 01654 702472 


Newtown 0 I 686 626 I 60 
Oswestry 01 69 I 679595 
Rhayader 01597 739994 


Tywyn 01654 710388 
Welshpool 01938 554818 
Aberdyfi (window display) 
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“PROPERTY 





Well appointed home 
sits in a cul-de-sac 


TETCHILL 

£279,000 


A well appointed detached four bedroom house, 4 
College Close, Tetchill, near Ellesmere is situated in 
a small cul-de-sac position with only five properties. 

It is located in a sought after village on the outskirts 
of Ellesmere. The property is on the market through JJ 
Dell & Co with a guide price of £279,000. 

The property is a well maintained detached dwelling 
traditionally constructed of brick under a slate roof 
having the benefit of oil fired central heating and 
double glazing. 

The home has a reception hall, living room, dining 
room and kitchen. There is also a utility. On the first 
floor is the master bedroom, ensuite, two further 
bedrooms and a fourth bedroom or study. 

Contact JJ Dell & Co on 01691 653437 and 680212. 




Stunning 

farmhouse 

enjoys 

superb views 

LLANRHAEADR 
£400,000 «< 


Clynog, Llanrhaeadr Ym 
Mochnant near Oswestry is 
a stunning Grade II listed 
farmhouse in an elevated 
position. 

It is for sale through Bowen 
Son & Watson at £400,000. 
The property is situated on the 
outskirts of the picturesque 
village of Llanrhaeadr-ym- 
Mochnant close to the 
confluence of the rivers Tanat 
and Rhaeadr in the stunning 
Berwyn Mountains. 

The property has a reception 
hall, music room, sitting room, 
dining room, kitchen lounge, 
kitchen, utility room, rear 
lobby, coal house, gallery 
landing, a loft storage room, 
integral garage, gun room, five 
first floor bedrooms, a family 
bathroom, five attic rooms, 
large gardens and an orchard/ 
paddock. 

Call Bowen Son & Watson on 
01691 652367. 


SALES 

ENQUIRIES PLEASE TELEPHONE 

SHREWSBURY 01743 353511 LUDLOW 01584 707100 

www.balfours.co.uk 


B alfours 

PROPERTY PROFESSIONALS 



A striking modern property affording a period appearance with views 
across Welsh mountain ranges 


Entrance Hall, Hallway, Living Room,The Ark, Kitchen / Breakfast Room, 
Utility, Pantry, Cloakroom, Study,Two Staircases, Bedroom One with En 
Suite Bath room, Three Further Bedrooms, Shower Room, EPC Rating E 



Four Crosses, Llanymynech 


Guide Price £575,000 


A deceptively large six bedroom property outside the popular village of 
Four Crosses and sits on approximately 2 acres (.76 ha) of land 


Country Kitchen / Dining Room, Sitting Room, Utility / Shower Room, 
Snug / Library, Conservatory / Day Room, Five Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom, Landscaped Gardens, Patio, Car Port / Garden Store / Office, 
EPC Rating D 



A striking 4 bed house, boasting a triple garage with office above and 
outbuildings, one converted to a bar; all within a I acre (0.4 ha) plot 


Living Room, Kitchen / Dining Room.WC, Four Bedrooms, En Suite, 

Family Bathroom, Ample Storage, Single Garage, Double Garage with WC, 
Leisure Room / Bap Segregated Office Rooms above Garage, Garden 
Room / Office, Boiler Room with WC, EPC Rating D 


CRAVEN ARMS 


HEREFORD 


LONDON 


LUDLOW 


SHREWSBURY 


www.balfours.co.uk 
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THE RISE OF FOOD BANKS 

Why an increasing number of 
working people are having to turn to 
charitable donations to put food on 
the table. 


i.im.i.i.hn_ 

Our columnist explains how the 
Attingham deer herd was maintained over 
the hot summer months. 

mm _ 

Magician Pete Firman, raconteur Danny 
Baker, and funk DJ Craig Charles are 
among those heading for the county. 


The sweet treat for 
which one north 
Shropshire town is 
renowned. 

The best places to eat, the picks of what’s 
on television, films heading to Shropshire 
cinemas, and another great day out comes 
under the microscope. 




PLUS KELDA WOOD | WALKS 
RECORD BREAKERS | VACCINES 
NICK HANCOCK | LOCAL CINEMAS 
EARLY TELFORD | VINYL SHOPS 
PROPERTY | UNIVERSITIES | PALIN 
LOCAL NEWS | TWIN TOWNS 
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shropshirestarshop.co.uk 


Shropshire 

STAR 



Cordless 2CV Lithium-ion Telescopic Hedge Trimmer 

Only £99.99 was Cl79.99 plus £4.95 p&p 

Get big jobs finished quickly with minimum effort with this 20V cordless lithium-ion hedge trimmer from Garden Gear. 
Ideal for larger gardens and those hard to reach areas, this amazing hedge trimmer has all the features to achieve 
a professional and manicured finish with ease. Powered by a 20V lithium-ion battery, it provides complete cordless 
freedom, weighs less than 4kg and provides up to 60 minutes of continuous operation on a full charge without the 
risk of getting tangled up in cables. It can power through stems up to 15.5mm in diameter with its 51 cm razor sharp 
double-action reciprocating blade. The head is angle adjustable through 120 degrees and can be locked in five cutting 
positions. There is a shoulder strap included for comfortable use at the longest extension and a cover to protect the 
blade while not in use. Also available for £34.99 is an additional 20V battery, compatible with the entire 20V Garden Gear 
range, to allow you to work for longer periods without delay. 

G1167 Hedge Trimmer G1168 Spare Battery £34.99 

D8211 100ml Trimmer Lubricating Oil £5.99 D6546 Visor Shield £12.99 



Wall and Fence Paint Sprayer 


Only £29.99 was £59.99 plus £4.95 p&p 

Save hours painting and decorating with this versatile mains-powered spray gun, perfect for completing DIY tasks with 
minimal effort. The 800ml reservoir can be filled with water, solvent and enamel-based paints, wood sealers, stains 
and varnishes to suit any job. Use indoors to spruce up old furniture and doors or use outside for fences, decking 
and furniture. There’s an ergonomic handle and trigger, and the powerful 110W motor sprays paint quickly and evenly 
through the 0.8mm nozzle with a flow rate of 320ml per minute. 

It also features a useful output control to adjust the spray pattern to suit your chosen surface and type of paint. Includes 
cleaning pin, spare nozzle and viscosity measuring cup. It can be disassembled for cleaning and features a 2m cable. 
Dimensions: H24 x W11 x L22cm. 

D9973 Wall and Fence Paint Sprayer 
D9974 Spare 800ml Reservoir £7.99 



20V Cordless Lithium-Ion Leaf Blower 


Only £59.99 was £99.99 plus £4.95 p&p 

Effortlessly tidy up leaves with this 20V cordless garden leaf blower from Garden Gear. This powerful machine is 
completely cordless, meaning there are no leads to restrict you or get tangled up in, it also allows you to carry out jobs 
wherever you need to. The long blower tube is perfect for blowing leaves out of hard to reach places into a neat and 
easy to remove pile. Once you have finished, the blower tube can be removed, and thanks to this innovative space¬ 
saving design the machine can easily be stored away. The leaf blower comes with a long-lasting 1500mAh lithium-ion 
battery, giving you powerful performance combined with a quick charge time of 3-5 hours. Ergonomically designed, this 
leaf blower features a soft grip handle and is comfortable to use, weighing just 1,76kg. 

Also available is an additional 20V battery for £34.99, compatible with the entire 20V Garden Gear range, to allow you to 
work for longer periods without delay. 

G1166 20V Cordless Lithium-Ion Leaf Blower 
G1168 Spare 20V Battery £34.99 
D3741 Circuit Breaker Socket £13.99 



Electric Weed Burner 


Only £34.99 was £59.99 plus £4.95 p&p 

This weed burner is the ideal solution for controlling weeds. It’s an excellent alternative to weed killer and much better 
for the environment, leaving your garden clear of weeds and remaining safe for children and pets to play in. It works by 
transmitting bursts of heat which result in the plant cells dying from root to tip, without the use of dangerous flames. 
Simply plug in the long 5m power cord into your mains and relax knowing you’re getting the job done safely and 
economically. There are two temperature settings on the weed burner which work in conjunction with the directive cone 
to give precise weed control in seconds. It comes with a handy built-in retractable stand that locks into place when in 
use allowing you to stand the weed burner off the ground when hot and protecting it from getting damaged. The clever 
compact design also features a removable handle to allow for easy storage whilst not in use. Measures LI 01 x W8 x 
DIOcm. 

G2350 Electric Weed Burner 


Postal orders - complete form below | Order hotline: 0871 911 7011* Quote: 86867 | Shop now: www.shropshirestarshop.co.uk 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 18th June - 16th September 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group 

Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: SHROPSHIRE STAR (86867), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 


Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_ Or please debit my card £_ 
-1-1-1 Start I 


_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No _ 


Expiry [ 
date: L 


Security I" 
Number: L 


Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies would like to keep you informed about other offers, promotions and services that might interest you. Let us know if you would like to hear from us by ticking this box Jpg 
/.expressandstarshop.co.uk/starshop-privacy.cfm for more details. 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 





















POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Stilly Isles & Ere 

Items marked 

Items marked 

■•(PH 

Items marked 


£3.95/£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£6.95** 

£9.95** 

£14.95** 



For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range of express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 
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Some years ago the replica of a Victoria Cross awarded to a Shropshire war 
hero was found in a street. How did it come to be there? TOBY NEAL reports. 


Harold Whitfield receives the 
Victoria Cross from the King 


O n display at Shropshire Regi¬ 
mental Museum are the two Vic¬ 
toria Cross medals of war hero 
Harold Whitfield. 

One, the real deal, was won in the heat of 
battle 100 years ago and presented to him in 
person by the King. In the 1970s it was sto¬ 
len from an Oswestry bank vault but quickly 
recovered. 

The other is a good quality replica found lying 
in a London street a few years ago. 

How did it come to be there? How come there 
are two medals? It is a story that is curious, in¬ 
triguing, mysterious - and, for the moment at 
least, unresolved. 

Whitfield’s heroism was remembered with 
a centenary ceremony in his home town of 
Oswestry in May this year in which a commem¬ 
orative paving stone in his honour was officially 
unveiled in Cae Glas park. Among those pres¬ 
ent were members of his family, including his 
84-year-old daughter Dorothy. 

Private Whitfield - he was later promoted Ser¬ 
geant-won the VC while serving in the 10th Bat¬ 
talion of the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry for 
an action in March 1918 against the Turks. 

It was pre¬ 
sented by King 
George V in 
Leeds and Whit¬ 
field was feted 
as a hero when 
he came home to 
Oswestry. 

He died in 
1956 after be¬ 
ing knocked off 
his bicycle by 
an Army vehi¬ 
cle while cycling 
home from work 
at Express Dair¬ 
ies in Whitting¬ 



ton. His VC was put for safe keeping in the vault 
of Midland Bank in Oswestry, but in 1976 was 
stolen by a 21-year-old bank clerk. 

Happily the medal was recovered when the 
culprit tried to sell it to a dealer in London. 

That was the real medal, which in 2000 was 
presented by the family to the regimental muse¬ 
um at Shrewsbury Castle. 

Now we turn to the strange story of the rep¬ 
lica, found in London not long ago by Simon 
Jepheart, the part owner of a lift firm based in 
Swanley, Kent. “I found it on the Clerkenwell 
Road,” said Simon. 

“We do the lifts for the Barbican 
centre and I was walking there with 
a lift engineer and we saw a box on 
the pavement. I picked it up and 
looked inside and there was what 
I assumed was a Victoria Cross,” 
he recalled. 

He took it to the police, but they 
said there was nothing they could 
do, leaving it to Simon to track 
down the original owner. Seeing 
Whitfield’s name with the medal, 
he researched on the internet and 
made the Shropshire connection, 
and then contacted Shropshire 
Regimental Museum. 

“They contacted the family of Mr Whitfield and 
they were not missing a medal. The museum 
said it had the original and thought what I had 
was probably a dress medal, one the soldier 
would wear if they didn’t want to wear the orig¬ 
inal out on parade - that’s what I seem to have 
found. 

“I put it in a cupboard for a while. It’s a beau¬ 
tiful medal. I wondered what to do with it. I 
thought it didn’t belong to me, and sent it off to 
the curator, and that’s the last I really heard of 
it,” said Simon. 

That replica found by Simon is now part of 
Harold Whitfield’s display cabinet at the muse¬ 
um, and the display note with it says that it was 
‘recently found at the bottom of a lift shaft in 



London’. Although a check of museum records 
confirms that that was indeed the information 
given in 2010 correspondence when the medal 
was donated - that it was “found in the lift shaft 
pit area of the Barbican arts centre” - Simon 
says he definitely found it in Clerkenwell Road. 

Peter Duckers, acting curator of the museum, 
said it was a nice gift from Mr Jepheart. 

To the untrained eye, the replica in its hand¬ 
some box is a convincing copy, but it does have 
an incorrect date on the back. The reason is a 
matter of conjecture. Could it have been a sim¬ 
ple error, or could it have perhaps 
been done deliberately to signal 
that this was not Whitfield’s orig¬ 
inal VC as a way of stopping the 
two getting mixed up? 

One theory that does not hold 
water is that the replica was an 
officially sanctioned replacement 
from Hancocks in London, sole 
supplier of Victoria Crosses, for 
when the original was stolen in 
1976. However Mr Duckers says 
that a test on the metal has shown 
that it is not an original, official Vic¬ 
toria Cross. 

“It is in a Hancocks box but was 
not made by Hancocks.” 

A possibility is that it was made as a replica for 
a member of Harold Whitfield’s family, although 
Mr Duckers says that when he spoke at the time 
to John Whitfield, Harold Whitfield’s son, who 
has since died, he had no knowledge of one 
ever being made for a family member. 

“He said that strangely enough a number of 
years ago he had a phone call from a chap who 
said he had a Whitfield Victoria Cross in a Han¬ 
cocks box, who would not give details. 

“He said could I meet you in the Oswestry park 
and show it to you and you can give your opinion 
on it. He actually went out to Oswestry park and 
sat there for four hours and nobody turned up 
and he never heard anything more about it.” 


The original Victoria Cross 


County poll 
that is just 
fake news 



The beauties of Shropshire are well known to visitors and locals alike 


ONE headline says: ‘Everyone 
hates the Midlands.’ According 
to a polling organisation, every¬ 
one hates us. Or not us, exactly, 
just the places where we live and 
work. 

That implies they don’t even realise 
Shropshire is part of the Midlands. 
For according to the poll, Shropshire 
comes a respectable 13th in the league 
table of counties. 

It is the most popular place in the Mid¬ 
lands, it seems, which might induce a cer¬ 
tain smugness across the county. 

But Salopians are still lumped in with 
other Midlanders - including people liv¬ 
ing in places like Leicester and Coventry 
- when it comes to sweeping statements 
based on this poll’s findings. 

Two tenuous league tables have been 
produced. One shows the most popular 
counties, the second the most popular cit¬ 
ies. These rankings supposedly involved the 
views of 42,000 people. Top county is Dor¬ 
set, followed by Devon and Cornwall - three 
very obviously popular holiday destinations. 

Fictional 

Meanwhile Shropshire ranks above War¬ 
wickshire (at number 18), Herefordshire 
(25), Worcestershire (26) and Stafford¬ 
shire (33) and streets ahead of the fictional 
county of the West Midlands, 44th out of 47 
(least popular, apparently, being the inof¬ 
fensive county of Bedfordshire). 

The bizarre nature of polls like this mean 
the findings are of no real importance. They 
certainly don’t measure things like quality 
of life or happiness. 

At best, they are stereotypical reflections 
of general prejudices. For the people who 
don’t live here, no doubt the Midlands still 
represent the dark Satanic mills of the In¬ 
dustrial Revolution. 

It’s locals and tourists who recognise the 
fact that we have attractive towns and vil¬ 
lages as well as stunning countryside. 

When it comes to cities, the pollsters give 
the highest rankings to places with castles, 
cathedrals and ancient history. Top of the 
lot is York, followed by Bath, Edinburgh, 
Chester, Durham and Salisbury. Again, no 
shocks here. They are ah delightful places 
to visit for a day out or a weekend break 
(though last time I visited Bath it took two 
hours to get out due to the traffic). 

When you go further down the list, 
though, the results are dodgy, to say the 
least. Stoke-on-Trent is at number 16, for 
instance, prompting the ‘Norwich Evening 
News’ to demand: ‘How can Stoke be rated 
a nicer city than Norwich?’ The East Ang¬ 
lian city, despite its cathedral, is at 24. 


Report by Nigel Hastilow 

Outrage is a common. Dundee (at 44) 
is Scotland’s lowliest city prompting fury 
from the tourist industry. So Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, rated 56 out of 57 cities, is in good com¬ 
pany when it comes to rising to the bait. 

We are going to defend our own - that’s 
what the polling organisation intended 
from the outset. What better way to pub¬ 
licise your sad existence than to announce 
the results of a fatuous poll which is bound 
to win headlines right across the country? 
It’s easy PR for the company. And, in the 
case of places like Wolverhampton or Dun¬ 
dee, not to mention Norwich and Coventry, 
they will cause enough controversy to main¬ 
tain the pollsters’ profile. 

It’s all just a game. The people of Wolver¬ 
hampton, like those in Birmingham (47th) 
or even Lichfield (38th) react with under¬ 
standable outrage and every time we do the 
pollsters get more publicity. But how did 
they come up with these bizarre lists in the 
first place? Did they really sit 42,000 peo¬ 
ple down and ask them to rate cities from 
Truro to Aberdeen in order of preference? 

I quizzed the pollsters how the survey 
was conducted, what were the questions 
and the options available to respondents? 

I also wanted to know who commissioned 
the survey and why because sometimes a 
poll (miraculously) gives the answer the 
paymaster wanted. The answer was: ‘This 
particular survey isn’t done like one of our 
traditional ones where we ask one off ques¬ 
tions to a particular group of people. 

‘For this, we used YouGov Profiles, 
which is a tool that holds data collected 
over months and years where panellists 
are providing their opinions on a variety of 
subjects. 

Opinions 

‘Panellists can offer opinions on cities or 
counties, and then it’s a simple like/don’t 
like/neutral answer. We do lots of internal 
things like this for marketing purposes so 
in this case it hasn’t been commissioned by 
anyone.’ 

In other words, there is no quasi-scien- 
tific basis for these results at all. What hap¬ 
pens is some people - by no means 42,000 
of them - can click a smile, a frown or some 
neutral expression when they see a picture 
of some city or county. 

These clicks are then collated into league 
tables. So if the pollsters had more people 
from Shropshire on their panel, its rating 
would rise. It’s as simple as that. It doesn’t 
matter that fatuous surveys like this trash 
reputations. What this survey peddles is 
‘fake news’ or, in the words of Boris John¬ 
son, ‘an inverted pyramid of piffle’. 
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Escape to 
country at 
picturesque 
hotel retreat 

Review by Kirsten Rawlins 




Beautiful waterfalls can be seen at Canonteign Falls 


Families can enjoy a ride on South Devon Railway 


LOOKING for a picturesque destination to 
escape for the weekend? Mallory Court 
Country House Hotel and Spa is the per¬ 
fect retreat. 


With stunning decor, luxurious rooms, and a 
delightful spa - all set in the tranquil country¬ 
side on the outskirts of r 
Leamington Spa - Mallory 
Court is a delight. 

Boasting 43 bedrooms, the 
traditional English manor 
house hotel offers award-win¬ 
ning accommodation. 

It won won three AA red 
stars for comfort and hospi¬ 
tality, as well as the title of I 
AA Small Hotel Group of the f 
Year for 2014 to 2015. 

My partner and I enjoyed I 
an overnight stay at one of 
the hotel’s beautiful superior 
rooms, which overlooked its lovely, unique walled gar¬ 
den. 

The wonderfully spacious ground-floor room offered 
a fantastically comfortable king-sized bed - in which 
my other half fell asleep the second his head hit the 
pillow - a large en-suite bathroom, and a patio area 
accessed by double doors. 

We indulged in a day at the Elan Spa while there, 
which has been a fixture at the Leamington destination 
since its construction in April last year. It is located just 
a few metres from the main hotel. 

Its indoor facilities include a rock salt sauna, a steam 
room, a fairly large hydro pool complete with jets, seats 
and powerful overhead shoots, and a rhassoul room, 
which can be used at an added cost and advance book¬ 



ing. 

It also offers a gym and nail bar. Outside, meanwhile, 
the spa boasts a stunning terrace, with tables and 
chairs and loungers which overlook peaceful greenery 
and a tennis court. 

This area also offers a lovely, relaxing vitality pool - 
or hot tub - set at 37.5 degrees. 

There is also an outdoor sauna, located in a wooden 
cabin. 

Visitors can enjoy a bite to 
eat while there too at its up¬ 
market Spa Cafe. 

After a wonderful day 
lounging about at the spa, 
we returned to our beautiful 
room, before heading out for 
dinner at the Brasserie res¬ 
taurant, just a stone’s throw 
from our patio. 

Following a greeting from 
the friendly, attentive staff, 
we took to our table in a con¬ 
servatory area adjoining the 
building which is separate to 

the main hotel. 

Once we had perused the fairly short but varied 
menu, I opted for the slow-cooked duck egg with 
creamed savoy cabbage and smoked bacon starter; a 
delicious, perfectly cooked start to the meal. 

For mains, I chose the 8oz 28-day aged sirloin steak 
served with triple-cooked chips, tomato, mushroom 
and onion rings, while my other half opted for the beer 
battered fish and chips with crushed peas and tartare 
sauce. 

Presented very nicely, both my steak - priced at 
£27.50 -and my better half s fish - at £14.50 - were 
cooked well. 

Dessert was the meal highlight, however, as I found 
out when I indulged in the delicious chocolate pave 
with caramalised bananas, caramel, vanilla ice cream 
and peanut brittle. 

Laid out stunningly, with an amazing balance of fla¬ 
vours, this was a most memorable dish - and I enjoyed 
every mouthful. 

Breakfast the following morning in the hotel’s up¬ 
market dining room was a full English - though, were 
I to go again, I would pick something different from its 
extensive offering. 

The buffet offered a range of delicious pastries in 
which I indulged, as well as a selection of cereals and 
a few fruit options. 

A very lovely destination for a spa day with a gor¬ 
geous, comfortable, luxurious room - and a hotel and 
spa I would certainly return to in future. 



So much to see and 
do in delightful Devon 



Dartington Hall in Totnes is the ideal base for exploring Devon 


ON HOLIDAY 


Review by Mat Growcott 


IT’S a long way down the M5 to 
Devon, with only dull grey build¬ 
ings, the occasional field and lots 
and lots of traffic to hold your at¬ 
tention. 

Then suddenly, like a desert mirage, 
you are surrounded by greenery. Trees 
pop up almost out of nowhere on both 
sides of the road, gorgeous hills tow¬ 
er in every direction - the motorway 
melts into spectacular countryside. 

If this is your first trip to Devon, believe 
me when I say it only gets better from here. 
Because around every corner, down every 
little side road, is a hidden gem. 

Whether it’s a traditional village unspoilt 
by yet another big superstore, a quiet beach, 
castle or an old house full of secrets, there’s 
always something worth seeing. 

Hyenas 

Kents Cavern in Torquay sums up that 
fact better than anything. We got lost down 
a couple of residential roads trying to find it. 
In a well-kept but fairly unassuming build¬ 
ing at the top of a hill, it houses miles of 
prehistoric caves that have over the years 
been a den for everything from bears and 
hyenas to families of early humans. 

Our David Attenborough-voiced guide 
Simon talked us through the history of the 
caves and the long Victorian effort to clear 
it out. It is an easy walk, entertainingly de¬ 
livered, although those who struggle with 
the dark or cramped conditions might want 
to steer clear. 

There’s something really nice about 
starting your trip with the caverns. It puts 
some context on millions of years of history.. 
There’s a restaurant there as well, serving 
prehistoric-themed food for road weary 
travellers. 

If Kents Cavern is a deep look at the past, 


Babbacombe Model Village is a miniature 
modern world. 

Thousands upon thousands of little dolls 
occupy dozens of different worlds, from 
castles and hospitals to the house from 
the Addam’s Family or a celebrity mansion 
with everybody from Freddie Mercury to 
Elvis Presley at a party. 

Pennywell Farm, in Buckfastleigh, might 
offer an alternative for groups with tod¬ 
dlers. 

Adorable animals can be played with 


across the park, with rides and things to 
take part in as well. 

It’s more aimed at families, and that soon 
becomes obvious when you start exploring 
beyond the entrance to the park. But na¬ 
ture lovers will get a rare chance to interact 
with some genuinely chilled out animals. 

Just down the road is the South Devon 
Railway. The heritage line is the longest es¬ 
tablished steam railway in the south west, 
dating back to 1872. It’s a real step back in 
time. The food, the sights and smells - it all 


comes together to something really special. 

It’s only a short trip, but the delicious af¬ 
ternoon tea and chance to take part in a bit 
of nostalgia with, hopefully, good company 
really puts it on the map. 

If history is your thing, Buckfast Abbey 
is an odd example well worth visiting. The 
site has been the home of an abbey for 1,000 
years, and there’s events to celebrate the 
site’s millenium year throughout 2018. 

But the beautiful church itself was only 
finished in 1938. It combines the best of 
a traditional church feel with more mod¬ 
ern innovations, some put together by the 
monks themselves. 

It’s a serene place to visit, with nice gar¬ 
dens and a cafe around for those that like to 
roam a little bit. 

Another Victorian site, volunteers are 
slowly restoring Canonteign Falls which 
were built more than a century ago, un¬ 
covering interesting walks or beautiful 
gardens. 

Waterfalls 

The key attraction is the beautiful water¬ 
falls, which give an exquisite view of Dev¬ 
on’s countryside. 

We stayed at Dartington Hall in Totnes, 
an ideal place to stay for exploring this part 
of the world. 

Many of the buildings date back hun¬ 
dreds of years, including the fantastic 
Grade I listed hall itself. The rooms were 
clean and traditional, but simple. Food was 
delicious, and the gardens were well worth 
an explore. 

Another great place to stay in the 
Torquay area is the TLH Toorak Hotel, re¬ 
nowned as one of the most friendly hotels 
in Torquay. 

Devon is an absolutely stunning place to 
visit. Walkers and nature buffs have end¬ 
less countryside to explore, while families 
are never too far away from an attraction 
or beach. 

The long road back seemed a bit dreary 
after all the colour and sights of Devon. 

But knowing there’s plenty more to see, 
we’ll be heading back very soon. 


What you need to know if you fall ill on your holiday 



Make sure you are covered for holiday illness 


RECENT news reports have 
shown that more UK holiday 
makers than ever before are 
submitting fake insurance 
claims for sickness following 
their holidays. 

With the number of compensation 
claims for holiday sickness rising 
a massive 500 per cent since 2013, 
travel insurance companies are sure 
to be even more vigilant when it 
comes to assessing a claim’s validity. 

This has left many people with genu¬ 
ine insurance claims having their integ¬ 
rity questioned and, in some cases, their 
claim rejected. Nicole Rogers, solicitor 


at DAS Law, explains what you need to 
know. 

If I fall ill on holiday, what steps should 
I take to prove or document this so I can 
claim on my travel insurance? 

You should ensure that you take your 
travel insurance documents with you 
and that you have your insurer’s tele¬ 
phone number in a safe place; know 
what you are and are not covered for and 
make sure you are aware of any relevant 
time limits for making a claim and ar¬ 
range any required vaccinations before 
you travel. 

You should also provide accurate infor¬ 
mation to your insurer to avoid disputes 
regarding cover and possible claims; 
where possible, contact your insurer 


and obtain agreement for treatment. 
This will not always be possible in an 
emergency. Many European countries 
give free urgent/A&E treatment if you 
have a European Health Insurance Card 
(EHIC). If it is not possible to obtain 
agreement, keep any receipts and med¬ 
ical certificates safe. 

Can I take legal action against a resort/ 
hotel/tour operator if I fall ill on holiday? 

Taking legal action should be a last re¬ 
sort but any action you take will depend 
upon how the holiday was booked. If you 
have arranged the holiday yourself, you 
will have different contracts with sepa¬ 
rate parties. You would need to seek spe¬ 
cialist advice as the governing law would 
be that of the country you have visited. 
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Drugs raid - but often those who control 


f the dealing operation live out of the county 


We are determined to 
draw the line on crime 

Long-term solutions are the key to making our county safer, according to 
Chief Superintendent Kevin Purcell, policing lead for Shropshire and Telford 


I n the past few years there has been 
an increase across the country in 
an organised drug crime known as 
“County Lines”. 

County Lines sees urban organised 
groups exploit young or vulnerable people to 
sell drugs across county boundaries in rural 
towns. 

It is a tactic used by these groups to facilitate 
selling drugs in towns outside of the area they 
live, using a dedicated mobile phone line to or¬ 
chestrate drug supply. 

Drug dealers involved in County Lines often 
adopt a process known as “cuckooing” where 
they befriend someone who is vulnerable, quite 
often it will be someone who lives alone, and 
take over their home, using it as a local base for 
drug dealing. 

Like a cuckoo the dealer moves in and takes 
over the property before moving on to their next 
target before they get caught. They will also ex¬ 
ploit young and vulnerable people to deal their 
drugs for them. 

This is a national issue and unfortunately, we 
are no different in Shropshire to other parts of 



the country. We have seen this practice take 
place in towns across the county and we have 
seen vulnerable people targeted and exploited. 

As policing lead across Shropshire and Tel¬ 
ford I want to make sure we are sending a clear 
message to these criminals that they are not wel¬ 
come in our county, that we will do all we can 
to relentlessly pursue them and disrupt and dis¬ 
mantle their organised crime. 

Information we receive from our local commu¬ 
nities is absolutely crucial in helping us to build 
a picture of what is going on. 

We want to hear from anyone who thinks 
“county lines” is happening in their neighbour¬ 
hood. 

Key signs to look out for 
are increased visitors to an 
address - does the person 
live alone? Could they be 
deemed vulnerable? Has the 
number of people visiting 
them suddenly increased? 

Are people coming and go¬ 
ing at odd times? Is there ev¬ 
idence of drug use in public 
areas? 

If it is a flat with secure en¬ 
try, have secure doors been 
left wedged open? Has there been an increase 
in noise and anti-social behaviour associated 
with the address? All of these could be signs 
cuckooing is taking place, if you’re concerned 
let us know. 

Looking at longer term solutions can play a 
vital part in our work to tackle not just County 
Lines but many other issues we can face. 

In policing we’re very good at providing quick 
time solutions to immediate issues. 

We respond to incidents and make a quick as¬ 
sessment of the situation and what we need to 
do to resolve it, whether that be arrest a violent 
offender, close a road so a collision can be dealt 
with safely with minimum disruption or take a 
vulnerable child into police protection because 
they are at immediate risk. 

All of this is the very essence of policing. What 
is also really important though, and often some¬ 
thing that goes unnoticed, is the importance 


of problem solving and looking at longer term 
solutions to prevent things escalating in the first 
instance. 

There is no doubt policing is facing increasing 
demands and challenges and it’s important we 
do all we can to make sure we serve our com¬ 
munities effectively and are there for those who 
need us the most. 

Problem solving can play a crucial role in pre¬ 
venting something before it escalates for either 
police or our partner agencies. Right across the 
county we constantly look at how we can look at 
longer terms solutions to help resolve issues so 
they’re no longer a concern. 

For example we may look at why someone is 
persistently offending and, 
in partnership with other 
agencies, look at what can 
be put in place to help stop 
this. 

Often, police alone cannot 
resolve these issues and we 
very much work in partner¬ 
ship with a range of agen¬ 
cies to find these longer term 
solutions. 

Looking at longer term 
solutions will also include making sure some 
of our most vulnerable victims have the sup¬ 
port they need to help prevent them from being 
a victim, for example we will ensure victims of 
domestic abuse have a wraparound service of 
support to help them break free from the cycle 
of abuse they suffer. 

On average a victim of domestic abuse will 
suffer about 30 incidents before they come for¬ 
ward and report these, this is too many. 

In fact, one incident is one incident too many 
and I want victims of domestic abuse to feel they 
can come forward and report this to us without 
fear of repercussions, we will make sure they 
have the right support they need to protect them 
from the abuser. 

We simply won’t tolerate domestic abuse and 
will take a tough stance on perpetrators, anyone 
responsible for a domestic related incident will 
be arrested. 


‘I want to make 
sure we are 
sending a clear 
message’ 


Future focus 
of slimmed 
down force 



Low-level calls will be dealt with by telephone rather than deploying officers 

prisoners who were jailed Report by Mark Andrews 

indefinitely to protect the pub- 


lie are being released in greater 
numbers, West Mercia’s chief 
constable has warned. 

Anthony Bangham said in his annu¬ 
al report that many prisoners jailed 
under the Public Protection Scheme, 
which ran from 2005 until 2012, were 
now being freed, placing extra pres¬ 
sure on police resources. 

Mr Bangham also said in his force man¬ 
agement statement that a new team had 
been set up to prioritise calls. Where pos¬ 
sible, low-level calls would be dealt with by 
telephone rather than deploying officers. 

Here is a summary of the main points 
raised in Mr Bangham’s report: 

1. Managing offenders 

Mr Bangham said there were 306 offend¬ 
ers across the force area who were subject 
to the integrated offender management 
scheme, which subjected those suspected of 
serious offences to close supervision. 

Mr Bangham says those identified as the 
greatest threat were managed jointly by 



Chief Constable Anthony Bangham 


the police and other agencies. Of the 306 of¬ 
fenders subject to the scheme, 146 (48 per 
cent) were in jail, while 160 (52 per cent) 
were at liberty. 

Mr Bangham said the force made 2,347 
visits to registered sex offenders during 
2017. 

He identified three key challenges in 
managing offenders: 

- The increasing complexity of digital of¬ 
fending, and the volume of material within 
these investigations; 

- An increase in the number of offenders 
who required monitoring and continuous 
investigation; 

- A reduction in the ability of other or¬ 
ganisations to support the rehabilitation of 
offenders. 

Mr Bangham voiced concerns that offend¬ 
ers who were jailed under the Imprison¬ 
ment for Public Protection Scheme, which 
operated between 2005 and 2012, were 
being released in greater numbers. 

2. Finances 

The force needs to save a further £24.3 
million by April 2021 to bring expenditure 


in line with anticipated funding. 

Mr Bangham said that over the six years 
leading up to April 2017, the force delivered 
savings of £52.4 million, and over the fol¬ 
lowing year another £15 million worth of 
spending cuts were identified. “In 2018/19 
further savings of £7.9 million are needed 
to balance the budget and a further £16.4 
million by 2020/21 to bring expenditure into 
line with anticipated funding,” he said. 

“A total of £91.7 million will have been 
delivered by the end of 2020/21.” 

Mr Bangham said while these savings 
were being delivered, policing also had to 
be efficient and effective. 

He says the force is committed to replac¬ 
ing the outdated police station in Shrews¬ 
bury with a modern base. 

3. New technology 

Mr Bangham said the force would make 
significant investment in new technology to 
provide a more efficient service. 

“Calls for service continue to increase 
yearly and the nature of the calls continues 
to become increasingly complex,” he said. 

He said a new system of screening phone 
calls had been introduced in April this year, 
which seeks, where possible, to resolve 
matters by telephone rather than sending 
an officer out. 

“The teams assess incoming workload 
and determine the most appropriate re¬ 
sponse to incidents,” he said, adding that 
initial data suggested it had been able to 
reduce call-outs by 10 per cent. 

4. Rising demands 

Mr Bangham said the force handled 
610,202 phone calls last year, with 311,284 
incidents recorded. 

Both figures showed a significant year- 
on-year increase, with the number of in¬ 
cidents rising from 299,591 in 2016 and 
278,100 in 2015. 

“Overall incident demand is increasing 
two per cent annually, with emergency 999 
calls increasing by 10 per cent in the last 12 
months,” said Mr B 

5. Sexual abuse and exploitation of 
children 

Mr Bangham says child sexual exploita¬ 
tion has been identified as a major priority 
in the Telford area, and a dedicated team 
has been set up to respond to it. 

More than 300 staff working at every 
hotel in Telford have received training from 
the force’s Harm Reduction Unit to spot 
signs of children who might be vulnerable 
to sexual exploitation. 

Mr Bangham said this was now being 
extended to the wider night-time economy, 
such as pubs and clubs. 

6. Domestic abuse 

Improvements are needed to deal with 
the year-on-year increase in reported do¬ 
mestic abuse across the force area, reflect¬ 
ing a national trend. 
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EXCLUSIVE 

NEW 


CUSTOMER 

OFFER 


A MESSAGE FROM 
THE EDITOR 

At the Shropshire Star, 
our mission is to produce 
informative, entertaining and 
engaging journalism, focussed 
on Shropshire and Mid Wales, 
for our readers. 

As the trusted voice of the region, we have 
been exposing decisions to public scrutiny and 
providing a platform for debate for readers and 
contributors for more than 50 years. We have 
championed the cause of Shropshire and Mid 
Wales to ensure our region is treated fairly and we 
remain as committed as ever to campaigning for 
changes to improve quality of life in the area. 

Regular readers will know that we are the eyes 
and ears of the public, with our dedicated team 
of journalists out and about every day at crown 
and magistrates courts, council meetings, and at 
the many exciting events held across the region. 
The Star also provides unrivalled coverage of the 
local sporting scene - from Shrewsbury Town 
in League One, to AFC Telford in the National 
League North and TNS in the Welsh Premier, in 
addition to comprehensive coverage of grass roots 
sports. 

Every Friday, we bring you the latest in 
entertainment news in The Ticket, while our 
bumper Saturday newspaper includes a 40-page 
Weekend supplement packed with exclusive 
interviews, reviews and much more besides. 


READ YOUR LOCAL 



The Shropshire Star prides itself on being a force 
for good in the community, through the many 
events it organises and sponsors. In recent years 
we have given away thousands of pounds to^^| 
good causes through our Cash for Your 
Community Awards, while our first 
ever Great Big Thank You Awards is 
celebrating the areas unsung heroes. 


The Shropshire Star remains one 
of Britain’s biggest-selling regional 
newspapers thanks to our loyal readers. 


* 
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TAKE ADVANTAGE C 
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Today we are launching 
a special new offer... 


Call 0800174 0 



*Terms and conditions: Excludes digital subscriptions. Subject to delivery network coverac 
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PAPER FOR LESS! STAR 
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LOOKING GOOD ON 
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)F THIS GREAT OFFER TODAY! 


164 and quote ‘Star Offer’ 


ie. Alternative payment methods available. Delivery through Star Direct network of deliverers and applicable to new home delivered customers only. 
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Britain’s Most Historic Towns 



Killing Eve 

9.25 pm 

Villanelle lures Eve to Berlin by using 
the agent’s name while carrying out the 
murder of a Chinese army colonel, and 
trails the MI5 officer as she and Bill 
investigate the killing. 



Golf: Ryder Cup Highlights 

8.30pm 

Eilidh Barbour presents action from 
day two of the 42nd Ryder Cup from 
the Albatros Course of Le Golf National 
near Paris, where Europe are aiming 
to regain the famous trophy. 


The X Factor 

8.35pm 

The competition reaches a new level as 
the Six Chair Challenge returns, 
promising amazing performances 
alongside agonising decisions for the 
judges. Dermot O’Leary hosts. 


8pm 

Professor Alice Roberts explores the 
UK’s past through the stories of its 
towns, beginning with Chester, 
examining its Roman heritage by 
delving into the town’s history. 


Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

6.05pm 

Stewart and Elmor see through a 
debtor’s lies in Manchester, Gareth and 
Mitch are in for a surprise in Wiltshire 
and Matt and Garry seek almost 
£10,000 owed to a finance company. 


BBC1 ■ BBC2 ■ ITV ■ Channel 4 ■ Channel 5 


6.00 Breakfast. Charlie Stayt and Babita 

Sharma present a round-up of national 
and international news, plus sports 
reports, weather and arts and 
entertainment features. Including 
NewsWatch at 7.45. 

10.00 Saturday Kitchen Live. The Hairy 
Bikers host the show, with guests 
Tony Hadley and chefs Jack Stein 
and Pip Lacey. Oily Smith selects the 
perfect wine to accompany the recipes 
featured on the show. 

11.30 Raymond Blanc: How to Cook Well. 

The chef gives six masterclasses in 
basic cooking techniques, using 
each one to demonstrate five dishes. 
He begins with recipes using the 
slow-cooking method. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. Dan Walker and 
guests review the headlines and 
look ahead to forthcoming fixtures, 
including West Ham United v 
Manchester United and Chelsea v 
Liverpool in the Premier League. 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Bargain Hunt. Natasha Raskin 

presents from Oswestry in Shropshire 
as two brothers compete against a 
couple to buy three items each to 
make the most profit at auction. 

2.00 Cycling: Road World Championships. 
Jill Douglas introduces live coverage 
of the latter stages of the elite women’s 
road race from Innsbruck, Austria, 
with the riders snaking across the 
Alps in pursuit of the title. 

4.00 Final Score. Jason Mohammad 

presents a round-up of the classified 
results and this afternoon’s news from 
the Premier League, EFL and Scotland. 

5.20 BBC News. 

5.30 Midlands Today; Weather. 

5.40 Pointless Music Day Special. 

Alexander Armstrong and Richard 
Osman present a special BBC Music 
Day edition of the general knowledge 
quiz, featuring Lianne La Havas, Shaun 
Keaveny and Amy Macdonald. 

6.30 Strictly Come Dancing. Tess Daly 
and Claudia Winkleman present as 
the celebrities take to the dance 
floor once again. This week, the 
pressure is really on, with viewers 
given the chance to vote for their 
favourite couples for the first time. 

8.35 Casualty. Ruby and lain are less than 
pleased to be working a shift together 
and their day goes from bad to worse 
when they are pranked by a group of 
children and have to deal with an 
emergency labour. Duffy confides in an 
old flame. Cathy Shipton stars. 

9.25 Killing Eve. Spy thriller, starring Jodie 
Comer, Sandra Oh and David Haig. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather; National Lottery 
Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, including 
Chelsea v Liverpool at Stamford Bridge 
and West Ham United v Manchester 
United at London Stadium. 

12.00 The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
is joined by Osi Umenyiora and 
Jason Bell to present highlights of 
Thursday night’s game - Los Angeles 
Rams v Minnesota Vikings. 

12.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.35 BBC News. 


6.30 Top Class. Two teams take on the 
challenge of answering questions. (R) 

7.00 Marrying Mum and Dad. (R) 

7.30 All Over the Place: Europe. (R) 

8.00 The Dengineers. (R) 

8.30 Absolute Genius with Dick & Dorn. (R) 

9.00 Planet Dinosaur. (R) 

9.30 Elephant Diaries. (R) 

10.00 The Animal’s Guide to Britain. (R) 

11.00 Natural World. Following a harpy eagle 
from birth to adulthood. (R) 

12.00 The Incredible Spice Men. (R) 

12.30 Great British Menu. The first of the 
North West region heats. (R) 

1.00 Great British Menu. (R) 

1.30 Great British Menu. (R) 

2.00 Tom Kerridge’s Proper Pub Food. 

Family dishes inspired by classic British 
pub fare. Last in the series. (R) 

2.30 Scrappers - Back in the Yard. 

Terry is back from Italy, dreaming of 
buying a car-shredding machine. 
However, to pay for it will involve selling 
a plot of land set aside for a retirement 
home. Last in the series. (R) 

3.00 Saving Lives at Sea. RNLI volunteers 
investigate a capsized boat. (R) 

4.00 Cycling: Road World Championships. 
Jill Douglas introduces further live 
coverage from Innsbruck, Austria, 
where the women’s road race world 
champion - and recipient of the famous 
rainbow jersey - will be crowned. 

4.55 Trust Me, I’m a Doctor. Michael Mosley 
finds out whether singing can boost 
feel-good chemicals in the brain. (R) 

5.25 Monkman & Seagull’s Genius Guide 
to Britain. Eric and Bobby head to 
Wales and discover a strong industrial 
engineering history, sailing across 
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, the highest 
navigable aqueduct in the world. (R) 

5.55 Dad’s Army. Lance Corporal Jones 
takes the plunge and decides to make 
an honest woman of Mrs Fox. Last-ever 
episode of the wartime comedy, starring 
Arthur Lowe. Last in the series. (R) 

6.30 South Korea: Earth’s Hidden 
Wilderness. Documentary 
exploring the wildlife, traditions and 
landscape in the country’s rural 
areas, including footage of dolphins 
swimming alongside humans and a 
falconer flying a goshawk. (R) 

7.30 Princess Margaret: The Rebel Royal. 
Part two of two. Experts analyse the 
Princess’s marriage to Lord Snowdon 
at the start of the 1960s as the VIPs ride 
the wave of a cultural revolution. (R) 

8.30 Golf: Ryder Cup Highlights. Day two 
from Le Golf National near Paris. 

10.30 Live at the Apollo. Dane Baptiste 
presents stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo in west 
London, introducing sets by Desiree 
Burch and Chris McCausland. (R) 

11.00 Later Weekend with Jools Holland. 
Extended edition of the music 
programme, featuring performances by 
well-known and up-and-coming artists. 

12.05 Gareth Malone’s All Star Music Quiz. 
The choirmaster presents his very 
own music quiz. (R) 

12.35 FILM: Department Q: The Keeper of 
Lost Causes (2013). Murder mystery 
basded on Jussi Adler-Olsen’s series of 
novels, starring Nikolaj Lie Kaas. 

2.05 Trust. (R) 

3.00 This Is BBC2. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dana 6.10 Super 4 

6.25 Super 4 6.35 Make It Pop 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story 7.00 Cut 
the Rope: Om Norn Stories 7.05 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series 7.15 Mr 
Bean: The Animated Series 7.30 
ToonMarty 7.40 ToonMarty 7.55 
Thunderbirds Are Go 8.25 Spy School 

8.55 The Haunted Hathaways 

9.25 ITV News. 

9.30 James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 

With Alison Hammond, Jun Tanaka 
and DNA. On the menu are chocolate 
and hazelnut tart, langoustine ravioli 
and lamb cooked in hay. 

11.40 The Martin Lewis Money Show - 
Christmas Countdown. The 
programme returns with an hour-long 
special, in which the financial guru and 
co-host Angellica Bell demonstrate how 
to prepare for Christmas without 
breaking the bank. (R) 

12.50 The Island Strait. The region’s holiday 
season is in full swing. (R) 

1.20 The X Factor. The audition rounds 
continue in the talent contest, hosted by 
Dermot O’Leary, with judges Robbie 
Williams, Ayda Williams, Louis 
Tomlinson and Simon Cowell deciding 
who goes through. (R) 

2.20 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

2.30 WOS Wrestling. The WOS Male 
Champion is called on to defend his 
title. Last in the series. 

3.30 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. With 
contestants Harry Redknapp, Denise 
Van Outen and Audley Harrison. (R) 

4.30 The Chase. Quiz show, hosted by 
Bradley Walsh. (R) 

5.30 ITV News and Weather. 

5.45 ITV News Central; Weather. 

5.55 FILM: Harry Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire (2005). The teenage wizard is 
chosen to represent Hogwarts School 
in a dangerous magical tournament. 
Fourth instalment of the fantasy saga, 
starring Daniel Radcliffe, Robbie 
Coltrane, Ralph Fiennes, Michael 
Gambon, Rupert Grint, Emma Watson, 
Brendan Gleeson and Robert Pattinson. 

8.35 The X Factor. Judges, Robbie Williams, 
Ayda Williams, Louis Tomlinson and 
Simon Cowell must each decide 
on the final six acts they will take 
through to their Judges’ House. 

10.05 The Jonathan Ross Show. The host is 
joined on the sofa by The Great British 
Bake Off judges Paul Hollywood and 
Prue Leith and presenters Sandi 
Toksvig and Noel Fielding, who discuss 
the latest series of the show. Also 
dropping by is comedian Mo Gilligan, 
whose UK tour begins in October. 
Featuring music from Oily Murs. 

11.10 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.30 FILM: Hellboy II: The Golden Army 
(2008). The demon hero battles a 
renegade elf prince, who plans to 
reawaken an unstoppable robot army 
and destroy mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel, starring Ron Perlman, Selma 
Blair and Doug Jones. 

1.25 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas. 

3.00 Long Lost Family. Two siblings hoping 
to fulfil their mother’s dying wish. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. Text-based 
information service. 


6.10 The King of Queens. Doug turns the 
basement into a recreation room. (R) 

6.40 The King of Queens. (R) 

7.05 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.00 Frasier. Niles has too much to drink 

at a Halloween party. (R) 

8.25 Frasier. Roz takes up the piano. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. The shrink celebrates his 
2,000th radio broadcast. (R) 

9.30 The Big Bang Theory. Howard’s stag 
party leads to a problem. (R) 

9.55 The Big Bang Theory. Howard tries to 
avoid being sent into space. (R) 

10.25 The Big Bang Theory. Howard awaits 
the shuttle launch. (R) 

10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.25 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.55 Come Dine with Me. Dinner-party 
challenge from East London and 
Essex, which begins with business 
founder Yemi, who is hoping to impress 
with a Nigerian party night. (R) 

12.55 Four in a Bed. The competition starts 
at the Poacher Inn in South 
Warnborough, Hampshire. (R) 

1.25 Four in a Bed. (R) 

1.55 Four in a Bed. The third visit of the 
week takes place at the Langside Bed 
and Breakfast in Scotland. (R) 

2.25 Four in a Bed. The final visit is to 
The Tushielaw Inn in Selkirk. (R) 

2.55 Four in a Bed. As the B&B owners 
meet for the final time, Paul Martin 
and Jayne Kirk from The Forest 
Country House want to get to the 
bottom of Nadia’s low scores. (R) 

3.25 The People’s Vet. A German Shepherd 
with a life-threatening illness undergoes 
emergency surgery. 

4.30 Formula 1: Russian Grand Prix 
Qualifying Highlights. David 
Coulthard and Steve Jones present 
action from the battle for pole position 
ahead of the 16th round of the 
season at the Sochi Autodrom. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Britain at Low Tide. Tori Herridge 
explores the Severn Estuary, visiting 
the site of a medieval village that 
disappeared into the sea and finding 
out how important the ferry crossing 
at Aust once was. (R) 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. Alice 

Roberts explores the history of Chester, 
enjoying an authentic Roman feast and 
heading underground to check out an 
extraordinary archaeological find. (R) 

9.00 FILM: Lucy (2014). A courier seeks 
revenge on the gangsters who 
kidnapped her after a drug grants her 
superhuman abilities. Sci-fi thriller, with 
Scarlett Johansson, Morgan Freeman 
and Julian Rhind-Tutt. 

10.45 FILM: Non-Stop (2014). An air marshal 
on a transatlantic flight searches for a 
terrorist threatening to kill the 
passengers one by one. Action thriller, 
with Liam Neeson and Julianne Moore. 

12.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
Asteakhouse in Queens, New York. (R) 

1.35 Experimental. Buddy Munro goes flying 
off a ramp using a glider. (R) 

2.30 Hollyoaks. (R) 

4.35 Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. In 

Buckinghamshire, Jill and Chris revamp 
their kitchen and lounge. (R) 

5.30 Buy It Now. (R) 

5.55 Kirstie’s Vintage Gems. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig 6.05 Peppa Pig 

6.10 Peppa Pig 6.15 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom 6.30 Luo Bao Bei 6.40 
Digby Dragon 6.50 Fireman Sam 7.00 
Thomas & Friends 7.15 Bob the Builder 
7.25 Rusty Rivets 7.40 Peppa Pig 7.45 
Peppa Pig 7.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom 8.05 Paw Patrol 8.25 Nella 
the Princess Knight 8.40 Shimmer and 
Shine 9.00 Pirata & Capitano 9.15 
Noddy: Toyland Detective 9.30 
Floogals 9.50 Paw Patrol 

10.00 Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles. The Foot Clan create an army 
of warriors out of origami. 

10.20 Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. The team tries to recover a 
repossessed moon buggy. (R) 

10.35 Cruising with Jane McDonald. (R) 

10.45 The Wonderful World of Puppies. The 
development of puppies’ senses. (R) 

11.35 Police Interceptors. A late-night 
reveller talks himself into trouble. (R) 

12.30 Police Interceptors. A speeding driver 
is clocked at over 140mph. (R) 

1.30 Police Interceptors. A suspected drunk 
driver nearly causes a calamity. (R) 

2.30 FILM: King Kong (2005). Fantasy 
adventure remake, starring Naomi 
Watts, Jack Black and Adrien Brody. 

3.30 Access. Showbiz news and gossip. 

3.35 FILM: King Kong (2005). Concluded. 

6.05 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Matt and Garry seek almost £10,000 
owed to a finance company. (R) 

6.50 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Stewart and Vic take on an eviction 
case in Nottingham, where they find a 
volatile tenant who refuses to back 
down. The duo also chase £5,000 
for an unpaid parking fine. (R) 

7.35 Michael Palin in North Korea. Michael 
leaves Pyongyang and is put under the 
protection of armed guards as he is 
shown the Joint Security Area on the 
border with South Korea. (R) 

8.30 5 News Weekend. 

8.35 Albert: The Power Behind Victoria. 
Drama-documentary following the life of 
Queen Victoria’s husband, examining 
his role as a driving force behind the 
industrial revolution, a leading influence 
on British culture, and a campaigner for 
the welfare of the country’s working 
class communities. As nine 
pregnancies took their toll on the 
queen’s health, Albert was driven to 
take up a far more active role until his 
early death at the age of 42. 

10.40 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic Family. 
Documentary following the story of the 
monarch after the death of her husband 
Albert, examining how her children 
rebelled against their mother. (R) 

11.40 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic Family. 
How Victoria struggled to perform her 
duties as a monarch and a mother 
throughout the 1860s, until she found 
a new influence in her life that relieved 
her depression. (R) 

12.35 Queen Victoria and Her Tragic Family. 
Documentary. (R) 

1.30 SuperCasino. 

3.10 Hunted and Confronted: Rogues and 
Raids. (R) 

4.00 Walking Britain’s Lost Railways. (R) 

4.45 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

5.10 House Doctor. (R) 

5.35 Great Scientists. (R) 
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Countryfile 

6.15pm 

Sean Fletcher visits a habitat creation 
project in Herefordshire, which is 
home to otters, bitterns and grass 
snakes. Plus, the winner of this 
year’s photographic competition. 


Mock the Week 

9.30pm 

Host Dara O Briain and regular panellist 
Hugh Dennis look back on another 
week in news and politics, with the help 
of Angela Barnes, Ed Byrne, Larry 
Dean, Ed Gamble and Kerry Godliman. 


5 Gold Rings 

7pm 

Game show, hosted by Phillip 
Schofield, in which a married couple 
and two work colleagues compete to 
answer visual questions by placing 
rings on an LED floor. 



The Circle 

10pm 

Series assessing the impact of social 
media, in which individuals from all 
walks of life compete in a popularity 
contest to win up to £50,000. Alice 
Levine and Maya Jama present. 



Friends 

12.30pm 

Rachel gets drunk and tells Ross she 
no longer craves his affection - throwing 
his mind into turmoil, as he had no idea 
she loved him in the first place. Jennifer 
Animation and David Schwimmer star. 


BBC1 


V 

BBC2 


7= 

ITV 


Channel 4 

1 1 

Channel 5 


6.00 Breakfast. 

8.25 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 

presents highlights of the latest Premier 
League matches, including Chelsea v 
Liverpool at Stamford Bridge and West 
Ham United v Manchester United at 
London Stadium. (R) 

10.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 

11.00 Sunday Politics West Midlands. 

Regional political news and debate. 

11.30 Sunday Morning Live. Sean Fletcher 
and Cherry Healey present topical 
debate covering religious, moral and 
ethical issues, with guest panellists and 
contributions from viewers. 

12.30 Bargain Hunt. Tim Wonnacott joins the 
teams in Newark in Nottinghamshire. (R) 

1.00 BBC News; Weather. 

1.15 Money for Nothing. A broken Ercol 
coffee table requires extreme expertise 
to redeem it. (R) 

2.15 Points of View. Viewers’ comments. 

2.30 Songs of Praise. Sean Fletcher 
presents an episode reflecting on 
forgiveness. 

3.05 Escape to the Country. Jonnie 
Irwin helps a couple search for a 
property in Shropshire. (R) 

4.05 Pointless Celebrities. A sci-fi and 
fantasy themed edition of the quiz 
show. (R) 

5.00 Impossible Celebrities. Former 
JLS member JB Gill takes part in 
the quiz. Last in the series. 

5.50 BBC News. 

6.05 Midlands Today; Weather. 

6.15 Countryfile. Margherita Taylor visits 
an orchard where a popular medieval 
drink is being revived, Matt Baker 
takes a look ahead to this year’s 
Children in Need Ramble, and Tom 
Heap reports on drug gangs targetting 
vulnerable rural children. 

7.15 Strictly Come Dancing: The Results. 
Tess Daly and Claudia Winkleman 
announce the results of last night’s 
show, revealing which of the couples will 
be first to leave the contest. Featuring a 
performance by George Ezra. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. A return visit 

to the historic Abbey Pumping station 
in Leicester, where playwright Joe 
Orton’s sister brings in the typewriter 
on which he wrote some of his most 
important scripts. 

9.00 The Cry. New series. Dramatisation 
of Helen Fitzgerald’s novel about a 
mother dealing with the psychological 
repercussions of her child going 
missing. Starring Jenna Coleman. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Midlands Today; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark Chapman 
reviews Sunday’s Premier League 
action, featuring highlights of the one 
and only game of the day - Cardiff City 
v Burnley at the Cardiff City Stadium. 

11.15 The Women’s Football Show. 

A look at the biggest issues in the 
women’s game, focusing on matters at 
both club and international level. 

11.50 FILM: You Again (2010). A PR 
executive and her mother try to contain 
their anger when a family wedding 
forces them to befriend their teenage 
enemies. Comedy, starring Kristen Bell 
and Jamie Lee Curtis. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

1.35 BBC News. 


6.05 Great British Menu. The North West 
chefs prepare desserts. (R) 

6.35 Great British Menu. The North West 
chefs try to impress the judges. (R) 

7.05 Gardeners’ World. The plants that have 
fared well, and those that have suffered, 
during the dry summer. (R) 

8.05 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Anita Rani 
present coverage of One Man and His 
Dog from Llansteffan, south Wales. (R) 
9.00 The Beechgrove Garden. The team 
visits Callander. (R) 

9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. Matt 
Tebbutt presents highlights of the 
series, recalling his favourite moments 
from previous years in the kitchen.. 

11.00 Athletics: Great Scottish Run. Dougie 
Vipond presents coverage of the half¬ 
marathon staged in Glasgow, which is 
the largest mass-participation event in 
Scotland. With reports from David 
Currie and Rhona McLeod. 

I. 45 Cycling: Road World Championships. 

Jill Douglas introduces live coverage of 
the climax to the elite men’s road race, 
taking place on a 265km course over 
the mountains of Austria’s Tyrol region. 

4.30 Super Small Animals. Patrick Aryee 
investigates what makes miniature 
creatures so successful. (R) 

5.30 Grammar Schools: Who Will Get In? 
Documentary contrasting the mixed 
fortunes of a grammar school and a 
nearby secondary modern. (R) 

6.30 Before Grenfell: A Hidden History. 

The residents of Kensington and the 
community around Grenfell Tower tell 
the story, 150 years in the making, of 
how their borough became the most 
unequal place in Britain. (R) 

7.30 Golf: Ryder Cup Highlights. Action 
from day three of the 42nd Ryder Cup 
from the Albatros Course of Le Golf 
National near Paris. 

9.30 Mock the Week. Topical comedy quiz 
show, hosted by Dara O Briain. R(R) 

10.00 Motherland. Julia’s child care problems 
are solved after she finds the perfect 
nanny, but her friendship with Liz is 
strained, and Amanda is keeping a low 
profile. Last in the series. (R) 

10.30 No Activity. New series. In the wake of 
their disastrous drugs bust, Stokes and 
Hendy are assigned to stake out a 
house belonging to a couple who have 
been abducted. Meanwhile, Carol is 
worried by Lachy’s strange behaviour. 

10.55 No Activity. Neddy tries to explain 

rugby to Steve after a scandalous video 
of a player at a post-match party goes 
viral. Outside in the car, Stokes 
celebrates his birthday. 

II. 20 The Mighty Redcar. Tory activist 

Jade battles to win the hearts and 
minds of the predominantly Labour 
town. Nurse Amber lives out of her 
car while struggling to keep her job. 

Last in the series. (R) 

12.05 Billion Dollar Deals and How They 
Changed Your World. How the world 
was changed by largely unknown 
people and events. The first episode of 
the series focuses on how medication 
became part of the modern world. (R) 

1.05 Sign Zone: Question Time. Topical 
debate from Bishop Auckland, 
chaired by David Dimbleby. (R) 

2.05 Sign Zone: Holby City. (R) 

3.00 This Is BBC2. 


6.00 CITV: Dino Dana 6.10 Super 4 6.25 

Super 4 6.35 Make It Pop 6.55 Signed 
Stories: Share a Story 7.00 Cut the 
Rope: Om Norn Stories 7.05 Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series 7.15 Mr Bean: 

The Animated Series 7.30 ToonMarty 
7.40 ToonMarty 7.55 Thunderbirds Are 
Go 8.25 Thunderbirds Are Go 8.55 
The Haunted Hathaways 

9.25 I TV News. 

9.30 Countrywise. Liz Bonnin experiences 
the wonders of the south Wales coast, 
Ben Fogle vaccinates badgers in the 
Peak District and Paul Heiney visits a 
farm in Snowdonia. (R) 

9.55 Emmerdale 1918. Charlotte Bellamy 
(Laurel Thomas) heads to Esholt. (R) 

10.20 Midsomer Murders. A choir member is 
killed before a competition. (R) 

12.15 WOS Wrestling. The WOS Male 
Champion is called on to defend his 
title. Last in the series. (R) 

1.15 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

1.30 The X Factor. The competition 
reaches a new level as the Six Chair 
Challenge returns. (R) 

3.00 Back to Mine. New series. Dating show. 

3.30 Celebrity Tipping Point. With 
contestants Freddie Flintoff, Tim Vine 
and Angellica Bell. (R) 

4.30 The Chase. Quiz show, hosted by 
Bradley Walsh. (R) 

5.30 Queen of the World. Part one of two. 
Documentary examining the Queen’s 
role on the global stage. (R) 

6.30 ITV News and Weather. 

6.45 ITV News Central; Weather. 

7.00 5 Gold Rings. Game show. 

8.00 The X Factor. Dermot O’Leary hosts the 
second episode of the Six Chair 
Challenge, in which the acts perform 
individually before the judges choose 
who will be selected for the next stage. 

9.00 Vanity Fair. Becky masters the fine art 
of living well on nothing a year, and 
continues to ascend through the 
highest ranks of society, while a 
devastated Amelia is forced to send her 
son away. Adaptation of William 
Makepeace Thackeray’s novel, starring 
Olivia Cooke and Tom Bateman. 

10.05 The Imitation Game. Alexander 

Armstrong hosts the impressions-based 
panel show, with Rory Bremner, Debra 
Stephenson, Jess Robinson and Lewis 
Macleod performing celebrity fairy tales. 

10.40 ITV News and Weather; Weather. 

11.05 Joanna Lumley’s Silk Road 

Adventure. Joanna travels to the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, where she 
meets many people eager to share 
the culture and innovations of the 
Persian civilisation. (R) 

12.00 Strangers. Jonah realises Megan was 
involved with Hong Kong’s most 
dangerous players. (R) 

12.50 Jackpot247. Viewers get the chance to 
participate in live interactive gaming 
from the comfort of their sofas, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 

3.00 Motorsport UK. Action from 
Rockingham. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. The host 

invites guests to air their differences 
over family and relationship issues, and 
provides them with his own brand of 
no-nonsense advice. (R) 


6.05 Motor Sport: British GT. The final round 
of the season from Donington Park. 

7.00 Motor Sport: FIA World Rallycross 
Championship. Highlights of round 
nine from Latvia. 

8.00 Frasier. Niles and Frasier befriend Kirby 
for his connections to a well-known 
wine connoisseur. (R) 

8.30 Frasier. The Seattle shrink’s devious 
agent Bebe puts her assistant in 
charge of his career. (R) 

9.00 Frasier. The shrink tackles a bully. (R) 

9.30 Sunday Brunch. Tim Lovejoy and 
Simon Rimmer are joined by guests 
Dermot O’Leary and Nile Rodgers. 

Elle King performs live in the studio. 

12.30 The Simpsons. (R) 

12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.25 FILM: Bend It Like Beckham (2002). 
Comedy, starring Parminder Nagra 
and Keira Knightley. 

3.10 The Great British Bake Off. 

Contestants face three tricky challenges 
during Spice Week. (R) 

4.30 Location, Location, Location. Kirstie 
Allsopp and Phil Spencer visit Wales to 
search Barry and the Wye Valley. (R) 

5.25 Grand Designs. A couple decide to 
build a house heavily inspired by 
American modernist properties. (R) 

6.25 Channel 4 News. 

6.45 Formula 1: Russian Grand Prix 

Highlights. Steve Jones and David 
Coulthard present action from the 16th 
round of the season at the Sochi 
Autodrom. Lewis Hamilton went into 
this race with a 40-point lead in the 
standings over Sebastian Vettel, having 
won seven races so far this season, 
including four of the last five. 

9.00 Celebrity Island with Bear Grylls. Pete 
Wicks has persuaded the other 
castaways to refrain from killing land 
animals for food - but the group’s 
resolve is sorely tested when a wild pig 
comes close to the camp. 

10.00 The Circle. Popularity contest 

assessing the impact of social media. 

11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the comedy panel 
show’s version of the words-and- 
numbers quiz, with Sean Lock and 
Sara Pascoe taking on Jon Richardson 
and Josh Widdicombe. (R) 

12.00 FILM: Before I Goto Sleep (2014). 

A woman who cannot retain her 
memories tries to piece together her 
past, and fears her husband is hiding 
something from her. Thriller, starring 
Nicole Kidman and Colin Firth. 

1.35 George Clarke’s Amazing 

Houseboats. George Clarke looks 
back over some of his favourite 
projects, recalling some of the amazing 
houseboats people have built for the 
Great British waterways. (R) 

2.30 Selling Houses with Amanda Lamb. 
The host helps a Portsmouth duo 
modernise their living room. (R) 

3.25 Grand Designs New Zealand. 

A pastor and his wife plan to build a 
house on a crumbling cliff. (R) 

4.20 Vet on the Hill. Scott Miller has bad 
news for his sister-in-law. (R) 

5.15 Buy It Now. Twin entrepreneurs from 
York demonstrate their product. (R) 

5.40 Jamie’s Comfort Food. Lobster 
macaroni and cheese. (R) 

5.50 Countdown. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig 6.05 Peppa Pig 
6.10 Peppa Pig 6.15 Ben and Holly’s 
Little Kingdom 6.30 Luo Bao Bei 6.40 
Digby Dragon 6.50 Fireman Sam 7.00 
Thomas & Friends 7.15 Bob the Builder 
7.25 Rusty Rivets 7.40 Peppa Pig 7.45 
Peppa Pig 7.55 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom 8.05 Paw Patrol 8.25 Nella 
the Princess Knight 8.45 Shimmer and 
Shine 9.00 Pirata & Capitano 9.15 
Noddy: Toyland Detective 9.30 
Floogals 9.50 Paw Patrol 

10.00 Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja 

Turtles. The teams battle a mutant pig. 

10.20 Rise of the Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. (R) 

10.35 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

Highlights of Jane’s tour of Alaska, 
America’s largest state. (R) 

10.45 Monkeys Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
Internet videos featuring monkeys. (R) 

11 .35 Police Interceptors. A high-speed 
pursuit through Lincoln city centre. (R) 

12.30 Friends. Rachel tells Ross she no 
longer craves his affection. (R) 

1.00 Friends. Ross draws up a list of 
Rachel’s good and bad points. (R) 

1.30 Friends. A malfunctioning radiator 
makes Monica’s Christmas celebrations 
steamier than anticipated. (R) 

2.00 Friends. Rachel meets a man called 
Russ who bears an uncanny 
resemblance to Ross. (R) 

2.30 Friends. Rachel is stunned to learn her 
parents are getting a divorce. (R) 

3.00 Friends. Part one of two. (R) 

3.30 Friends. Part two of two. (R) 

4.00 Friends. (R) 

4.25 Friends. Monica falls for an old family 
friend. With guest star Tom Selleck. (R) 

4.55 Friends. Joey decides to move out. (R) 

5.25 FILM: Ace Ventura: Pet Detective 
(1994). An eccentric but brilliant private 
eye goes on the trail of a dolphin, the 
kidnapped mascot of an American 
football team. Comedy, starring Jim 
Carrey, Courteney Cox and Sean 
Young. Edited for language. 

6.50 FILM: Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves 
(1991). An outlawed English nobleman 
recruits a group of bandits to fight for 
justice and protect the downtrodden. 
Action adventure, with Kevin Costner, 
Alan Rickman and Morgan Freeman. 
Edited for language and violence. 

7.50 5 News Update. 

7.55 FILM: Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves 
(1991). Concluded. 

9.55 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Big Brother. Daily round-up of 

highlights, featuring the latest tasks, 
games, arguments, laughs, diary 
room visits and bedroom chit-chat. 
Narrated by Marcus Bentley. 

11.30 FILM: The Bucket List (2007). 

Two terminally ill men plan to enjoy 
the time they have left by working 
through a list of things they have always 
wanted to do. Comedy, starring Jack 
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman. 

1.15 SuperCasino. Live interactive gaming. 

3.10 Ben Fogle: New Lives in the Wild. 

Ben journeys to the Ozark National 
Forest in Arkansas, to live with a 
master craftsman. (R) 

4.00 Britain’s Greatest Bridges. (R) 

4.45 Wildlife SOS. (R) 

5.10 House Doctor. (R) 

5.35 Great Scientists. (R) 
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BRAIN TRAINING 


9-er 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different 
letter. Solve the clues and insert the letters in 
the appropriate squares to discover a word 
which uses all 9 letters. 

□□[• ]□* lnnn p 

THE CLUES 

9717 is a card game, 

528869 is a sport, 

9461683 is another sport. 


Test your mental agility. Target times, 
in minutes, are in the little clocks 


Mirror Image 

Which of the four shapes 
below is an exact mirror 
image of the shape on the 
right? 


| Your time: 


X is to Y 

© 


1. Abbey Road is to The Beatles as Pet 
Sounds is to ? ROLLING STONES, BEACH 
BOYS, THE HOLLIES, PINK FLOYD, CREAM 

2. Reindeer is to Caribou as Wisent is to? 
BEAVER, BISON, OTTER, OPOSSUM, SHREW 

3. Sherlock Holmes is to Baker Street as 
Sweeney Todd is to ? CARNABY STREET, 
DOWNING STREET, FLEET STREET, JERMYN 
STREET, OXFORD STREET 


| Your time: 


MSoidbender 

© 


In a recent survey, 20% of cars on the road 
in the mornings contained two or more 
people. Of those cars containing only one 
person, 45% contained a male. What is the 
percentage of all cars which contain exactly 
one female and no males? 


Your time: 



Your time: 


Split Decision 

© 


Cross out one 
of the two 
letters in each 
divided square 
to reveal a 
completed 
crossword 
grid. 



Your time: 


CIRCLEGRAM 




ALPHAMUDDLE 


Rearrange the letters to make five words that read both across and down. Five letters have been placed to 
start you off. 
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IMPOSSIPUZZLES 


1. Doug was looking down over Jim’s shoulder. 
“That’s my new permit number,” he said. “What’s 
wrong with it?” 

“Nothing, Dad, but look,” the boy replied. “If you 
subtract the square of its last pair of digits from the 
square of the other three, you get seven less than 
the number, and you always say seven’s your lucky 
one.” 

What was the number? 

2. “When I’m as old as Betty was when you were 
twice as old as I was,” Linda told her teenaged 
brother, “Betty will be twice as old as you are now.” 
“That’s right,” Tom replied. “And when Betty was 
twice as old as I was, you were a third as old as I am 
now.” 

Of course they had both ignored odd months in the 
ages. 

How old was Betty? 

3. “So your kids are spaced a year apart, eh? Two 
boys, with the girl in the middle,” Bob commented. 
“Yes,” replied Robin. “The square of Ruth’s age, 
added to the age of the younger boy and to the 
cube of the older, makes the square of their mother’s 
age.” 

What were their ages? 


SUDOKU 



Replace the question mark with a letter so that the letters within each circle can be rearranged to form words with 
a common theme. What are the three words, and the letter represented by the question mark? 


CROSSWORD 



ACROSS 

13 

Eliminated (7,3) 

14 

Tip (7) 

15 

Insect (6) 

16 

Well-groomed (6) 

17 

Make a face (7) 

18 

Covers (5) 

19 

Dial (4) 

20 

Money (slang) (5) 

21 

Seize (5) 

22 

Wallop (6) 

23 

Steal (5) 

28 

Hastened (7) 

30 

Cold (7) 

33 

Finishing (7,2) 

36 

Run (6) 

38 

Paramour (5) 

39 

Bet (5) 

40 

Tell (6) 

42 

Creep (5) 

43 

Lies (7) 

44 

Puts (6) 


46 Clothes (4) 

49 Bird (4) 

51 Consequence (6) 
53 Vegetable (7) 

55 Verbal abuse (5) 

59 Gift (6) 

60 Green (5) 

61 Move (5) 

62 Giving views (6) 

63 Dark brown (9) 

65 Hostile (7) 

66 Missed (7) 

70 Male name (5) 

71 Provide (6) 

73 Stick (5) 

75 Save (5) 

80 Wicked (4) 

82 Components (5) 

83 Yells (7) 

84 Kicks for goal (6) 

85 Cook (6) 

86 Clear (7) 

87 Slightly (10) 


DOWN 


Marksman (6) 
Right (8) 

Allude (5) 

Done without (7) 
Discord (6) 

Utter (5) 

Take off (6) 
Man’s name (7) 
Cake (5,5) 

10 Chasm (5) 

11 Architectural 
style (8) 

12 Strategy (4) 

24 Against (7) 

25 Courage (5) 

26 Affirmed (7) 

27 Confront (7) 

29 Not pretty (5) 

31 Fly (5) 

32 Flower (4) 

34 Pictures (6) 

35 Sing out (4) 


37 Novice (7) 

41 Boat (7) 

45 Dress (6) 

47 Chatter (7) 

48 Astonish (7) 

50 Extended (7) 

52 Set (4) 

54 Oafs (5) 

56 Small craft (5) 

57 Wild plant (4) 

58 Nails (5) 

60 Not allowed (3,2,5) 
64 Priest (8) 

67 Motion (8) 

68 Primrose (7) 

69 Fraternise (7) 

72 Ran (6) 

74 Frightens (6) 

76 Toy (6) 

77 Sees (5) 

78 Open fireplace (5) 

79 Jelly (5) 

81 Extremely (4) 
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SOLAR SPECIALIST LAUNCH 
NEW RANGE OF BATTERY STORAGE 

Shropshire's leading Solar Power company Salop Energy have recently launched a number of high quality Solar Photovoltaic battery 
storage systems, which will complement their existing range of products. 

Salop Energy Director, Gareth Jehu explained: 'Battery storage technology for Solar Powered PV systems has now firmly very much arrived 
- we purposely made a conscious decision some time ago to sit back, and allow the initial battery storage products to bed in and wait for 
the cream to float to the top. 

Now as a result of adopting this policy, we feel that the time is right - and more critically the price point is right for our clients to enjoy 
greater savings on both brand new and upgrades to existing Solar PV systems.' 

Jehu expanded by commenting: The early battery storage products represented poor value for money, in that they were both overpriced 
and arrived with questionable life span expectancies - Higher quality products with much longer warranties are now available, this due to 
the stratospheric rise in improvements made globally within the battery technology industry. 

We now have quality products available for our clients, where they can enjoy warranty periods in excess of 12 years on the batteries and 
are able to cover their initial investment many times over. 

The other good news for our clients is that with electricity prices only heading only one way (upwards) the savings made from investing in 
battery powered systems are going to get bigger each year! 

The huge benefit enjoyed from the new range of products is highlighted when compared to owners of existing traditional Solar PV systems, 
which are generating electricity throughout the day - but are simply exporting their self-generated power to the National grid network as 
they are not at home to use it.' 

Jehu added: The beauty of owning a battery storage PV system, is that whilst you are out at work during the day, you will be harnessing 
and stacking up free electricity to power your home in the evening or whenever you return - instead of letting it seep away to the grid. 
The same applies even if you are at home during the daytime, and simply do not use all the power generated by your PV system during 
this period. 

Of course the evolvement of electric vehicles is where we really see exciting times ahead, as what better way to run your car than charge 
the batteries during the day, and then transfer this energy from the battery store to the vehicle overnight? This is surely the future and a 
formula that many consumers will adopt.' 

To book a free survey for a new battery powered Solar PV System, or indeed to upgrade your existing Solar PV system call the office at 
Salop Energy today - 01743 236266! 




Taxis 

L_ 

i 

Mobilty Aids 

k_ 


OSWESTRY CABS 

Why pay more for door to door 

Locals - Long Distance 
Airports - Contracts 
Airport Shuttle Service 

Single journey to or from Oswestry 



Manchester 

Liverpool 

Birmingham 


Taxi Estate 
Car 4 Seats 
£59.00 
£59.00 
£82.00 


Minibus 5 to 
8 passengers 
£82.00 
£82.00 
£110.00 


w j 

STAJRLIFTS 

NEW From Only £1245 

RECONDITIONED From Only £495 

(Includes fitting and warranty) 

We Buy Back & Remove Stairlifts 
Upto £500 paid on Minivator, Acorn, Brooks, 
(Subject to survey and age) 

FREEPHONE 0800 096 5499 


Property Renovation 


Shrewsbury £50.00 £60.00 

Wrexham £45.00 £54.00 

Night Out Returns 
Taxi has 4 seats to 4 passengers 



®omplete 

©roperty 

©enovations 

Call Steve now for a 
FREE no obligation quote 

01691 680443/ 

07970 357619/ 
cprchester.com 


• Bathrooms, Kitchens, Plastering, 
Electrical Plumbing & Tiling 

• From design to installation 
we do it all (big or small!!) 

• Fully insured with over 30 years 
experience 



Driveways & Patios 


Furniture Repairs 


wr 

Wyevale Property Care 

Are looking for Show Homes throughout Shropshire 

MAJOR DISCOUNTS 

Call to see if you qualify 

Driveway Services: 

• Block Paving 

• Tarmac 

• Resin driveways 

• Artificial Grass 

• Fencing 

01691575456 or 08006 
info@wyevaleproperty.com | www.w] 

121072 

fevaleproperty.com 


H Upholstery and Repairs 



Specialist Service for all 
Antique, Traditional and 
Modern Furniture 
Call John for friendly professional 
advice on how I can make your worn 
out furniture look like new again. 


Furniture Repairs and Restoration \ Tel: 01952511942 


To advertise your business and reach 181,587 potential customers.... 
Call Amy Ward on: 01952 288813 
Email Amy: 

award@shropshirestar.co.uk 



ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 


Lindstrand Technologies are looking to recruit a qualified Electrical 
Engineer with a desire to learn new skills and techniques within a very 
unique industry. 

The candidate must have knowledge and understanding of industrial 
electrical control systems with a basic knowledge of PLC and automation 
systems. 

The areas of responsibility include production, commissioning and 
maintenance of bespoke electrical control systems. Previous project 
experience would be advantageous.Other duties include site support for 
clients and general maintenance of the plant. They will mainly be based 
in Oswestry but must be flexible enough to travel worldwide sometimes 
at short notice for long periods. 

The successful candidate should be able work autonomously using their 
own initiative. 

Knowledge of the latest Edition of BS 7671 is essential 
Please apply in writing with your current C.V. and 
salary expectations to: 

andrea.preece@lindstrandtech.com 
Andrea Preece 

Lindstrand Technologies Ltd . . , 

Maesbury Road, LindStranCJ 

Oswestry S Y10 8G A ■ 


CAMBRIAN MEDICAL CENTRE 

Thomas Savin Road, Oswestry Shropshire SY11 IGA 
We currently have a great opportunity for a 
Medical Receptionist/Administrator 
We are looking for a receptionist/administrator to 
join our practice, you will be working in a busy and 
fast pace environment. 

You need to have excellent customer skills, be friendly, 
professional and flexible. You need to be able to work 
well within our team but also on your own initiative. 
The job consists of making patient appointments 
both face to face or over the phone, dealing 
with patients queries, generating prescriptions 
and office administration to support the day to day 
running of our practice. 

Hours 30+ per week 

If you feel this is the job you, please send a CV 
with a covering letter for the attention of 
Mrs N James HR Manager. 

Closing date: Tuesday 2nd October 2018 





FreeAds 



IT'S FREE 
|T'S EASY 

*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 
details below or book online at bookanad.shropshirestar.co.uk 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Name:_ 


_ Address: 


Postcode: 


_Tel No:_ 


Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV11ES. 


IT’S ABSOLUTELY FREE 

"Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 

Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01952 244244 


ClassifiedAds 1 
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“MOTORING 


ROAD TEST 


Superb Sportline ticks all the boxes 



The cabin is exceptionally well put together This car is everything you want a sports variant to be and offers that most magical ingredient of all...fun 


By Mai Hay 


Britain’s roads can be a real nightmare 
in the summer...an endless stream of 
roadworks, tractors, horses, caravanners 
and packs of middle aged men in cycling 
Lycra. 

But during the glorious summer, with the sun 
blazing and the Skoda Superb Sportline at 
my disposal, I’ve rediscovered the joys of our 
nation’s winding b-roads and narrow lanes. 

Rather than dreading the sight of the 
aforementioned irritants, I’ve been seeking 
them out and gobbling them up like Pac Man 
after Pac Dots. 

Every brightly coloured cyclist means 
another opportunity to enjoy this wonderful 
car - the power and responsiveness of its 
engine, the swiftness of its gear changes and 
the accuracy of its steering - again. 

No more must I suffer as I sit there doing 
less than 20 and unable to get past. Instead, a 
quick flick of the gear lever and the DSG box 
pops me straight into manual mode and the 
flappy paddle gearshifts on the steering wheel 
are at my disposal. 

Drop a couple of gears and the Superb’s 
frankly, well Superb, 2.0-litre TSI engine roars 
like a lion that’s been kicked in the privates. 

Now, the slightest gap in oncoming traffic 
is all it takes to blast past, with a simple press 
of the accelerator delivering rocket-like power 
instantly. In the blink of an eye you’re past the 
hold-up and can begin seeking out your next 
overtaking challenge. 

It’s great when not overtaking too. In those 
rare moments when a twisting country 
road opens up in front of you, it’s a joy to 
switch away from the effortless automatic 


transmission to manual gear changes and 
engage sports mode for a stiffer ride and 
more urgency. Even at speed, there’s next to 
no body roll and the car feels totally planted in 
corners giving you the confidence to use even 
more of its power. 

This car is everything you want a sports 
variant to be and offers that most magical 
ingredient of all...fun. 

So many cars like this boast a bigger 


engine, a fancy body kit and smug ‘sports 
inspired’ badge but fail to deliver. In reality 
they’re limp, un-dynamic and bitterly 
disappointing. The Skoda Superb Sportline is 
the exact opposite. It’s exceptionally exciting 
to drive, and rewards you in a way few other 
cars of its type can. 

But despite its wicked streak, the model 
can be exceptionally tame too. Drive it 
sensibly around town and it’s as comfortable 


and practical as any other variant in the 
Superb line-up while on long trips it’s refined 
and economical. And unlike other sports 
models, no materials have been scrimped 
on to save weight. The attractive cabin feels 
robust, exceptionally well put together and all 
materials have a quality, premium feel. 

Our model - KU18 ZNH - in stunning Quartz 
Grey metallic, is also fitted with a number 
of optional extras that have made summer 


driving even cooler, including an electric 
sunroof and refrigerated glove box. There’s 
also a really handy 13v socket in the boot, 
useful for powering accessories and pumping 
up airbeds on summer camping trips. 

All in all this is a great car for anyone looking 
for a top quality family saloon, with personality, 
power and passion and, at £39,935 even when 
loaded with options, it’s competitively priced 
too. 



^HIRK 

SERVICE STATION 

joins “Trust My Garage” 

“..we strive to get it rightfirst time, every time ” 


Make MOT & Repair Centre 

Full Diagnostics 
Air Conditioning Service 
5? Body Repair Centre 
Insurance Work Guaranteed 
Free Estimates 
jijcourtc# car collection and delivery 


ay'TsrY 

*Free courtesy 


Discount lyres 
High Performance 
& 4x4 Specialists 



SPECIAL 

OFFERS 


JAGUAR SELECTION 

04 JAGUAR X TYPE 2.5 AUTO AWD, Blue metallic .SOLD 

52 JAGUAR S TYPE AUTO Leather, Low Miles.£3995 £2995 

V JAGUAR XK8 Low Mileage, Silver, MUST BE SEEN.£P0A 

08 JAGUAR XF SPORT, 2.7 TD Auto, Champagne Met, leather, 50k £8975 £7995 
07 JAGUAR XJ SOVEREIGN, Auto, Leather.POA 


CAR OF THE WEEK 
63 PEUGEOT 208, DTI, Low Mileage, previously supplied by ourselves .£6650 £6250 


14 FORD FOCUS ZETEC, NAVIGATOR, Auto, Black, 26k.£7995 

15 CITROEN C4 CACTUS, AUTO, Lady Owner, Low miles..£7985 

11 NISSAN QUASHQAIACENTA, 51k, Deep Red Met.£7650 

60 SEAT IBIZA SE 1.4.......SOLD 

60 VW Polo 1.2,5 door, Silver, low mileage.SOLD 

59 CITROEN C3 PICASSO VTR + HDI, Diesel, Bronze Metallic, Low Mileage £2995 
09 VAUXHALL ASTRA DESIGN 3 door, Coupe, 1.6, Silver.£2925 

56 TOYOTA YARIS T SPIRIT 1.3, Silver, Beautiful Condition, MP3 Player. £3475 £2875 
54 MERCEDES CLK 240 ELEGANCE, Auto, One Owner, Must be seen. £2595 

54 FORD FIESTA FLAME 5-dr. Silver.£2495 

08 FIAT PUNTO Sporting T Jet.£2495 

57 FORD FUSION TDCI, low tax, nice proper car.SOLD 

07 RENAULT CLIO, Campus, Silver, 3 door.£1685 

03 TOYOTA YARIS, colour collection, 3 door.£1295 

52 VAUXHALL CORSA AUTO, Red, only 33k miles.SOLD 

57 KIA SEDONA Diesel, 7 seats, low miles.SOLD 


CONVERTIBLES 

03 FORD STREET KA Blue Convertible.£1795 

04 VAUXHALL TIGRA SPORT, Silver.......£1295 

4X4/ COMMERCIALS 

11 RENAULT TRAFFIC DC1150, White, Very Clean.£5395 

58 LANDROVER FREELAND HSE, Diesel, lots of history, Grey Met.£7895 

11 PEUGEOT PARTNER, Diesel, SLD.....£4475 

60 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE 3.0 LTD, Silver, Auto...SOLD 

55 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE, Black, Auto.£3995 

04 RENAULT KANGOOTREKKA 4x4 .£1395 

W HONDA CRV, new MOT, drives well, just in part-ex.£1295 

CHEAP AND CHEERFUL/PART EXCHANGE BARGAINS 

06 FORD MONDEO TITANIUM Diesel. High Mileage.SOLD 

W BMW 318 Saloon. Lots of History, Previously Supplied by us. 

03 NISSAN ALMERA, new MOT....,.. 

51 VAUXHALL COMBO VAN........ JJilA 


1UI 


£ 40 | 


MOT & 

Interim Service 

from £50 

+ VAT&Parts* 


MOT & Oil 
Service 

from £55* 


LOW COST FINANCE AVAILABLE 

Finance Example: Cash Price £3995 
Deposit or Part Exchange: £500 Balance £3495 
Payable over 48 months at £95.43 per month (APR 16.4%) 
Subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. If your car is worth more than 
the deposit price, we will give you the difference back in cash. 




CHIRK 

SERVICE STATION 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

Tel: 01691 773428 or 07879 494480 


Holyhead 
Road, 
Chirk 
LL14 5NA 


MOT CARS FITTING TYRES 


SUSPENSION 


Powerful new petrol engine 
for flagship Insignia range 



The new models are the quickest in the range 


Vauxhall has unveiled a powerful 
new petrol engine for its flagship 
Insignia range. 

While only 1.6 litres capacity, the 
new turbocrharged unit turns out a 
remarkable 200PS (197bhp) to make 
the new models the quickest in the 
range - marginally faster off the mark 
even than theGSI. 

It is also one of the cleanest. In 
the Grand Sport, is its capable of 
averaging almost 45mpg and C02 
emissions of 146g/km under the 
stricter new tests carried out under real 
world conditions. It includes a gasoline 
particular filter, which oxidises 
particules trapped by the filter. 

The 1.6 turbo is available in both 
Grand Sport and Sport Tourer models, 
prices start from £25,610 for the car 
in the ‘SRI VX-Line Nav’ version, 
which is also a high specification 
model showcasing some of the latest 
technology. 

It’s an important development 
for Vauxhall at a time when diesel 
continues to demonised and taxed at 
a higher rate for company car drivers. 

There are other advantages too. 
Insignias with the new petrol engine 
provide power similar to the previously 
top sporting model the GSI and is 
fractionally quicker (0 to 62mph in 
7.2 seconds). It’s also significantly 
cheaper to buy, although it doesn’t 
come with the GSI’s AWD system. 

The turbo adds a healthly helping of 
torque (280Nm) from just 1,650rpm 
so it’s much smoother, with a more 
linear power delivery than a normally 
aspirated petrol engine. It picks up 
more quickly and reduces the need for 
frequent gearchanges. 

The Insignia in either bodystyle is a 


big car, with five seats and room in the 
back which shames some ‘premium’ 
saloons at twice the price. 

The engine is quiet, running for the 
most part under 2,000rpm, but press 
harder with your right foot (for example 
when overtaking) and it produces a 
throaty rasp to delight the enthusiast’s 
ears. 

It’s also acclaimed for its excellent 
handling dynamics and stability, 
justifying its name as the Grand Sport 
or Sports Tourer (in the estate version). 
It’s regarded by many (me included) 
as the best Vauxhall ever, a car for 
long motorway runs or to put a smile 
on your face on twisty backroads. 

As a halo model, the SRI VX-Line Nav 
comes well-equipped with features 


such as LED headlights, leather 
seating (heated at the front), dual zone 
climate control, 20-inch alloy wheels, 
cruise control with speed limiter, 
automatic lights and wipers, parking 
sensors and a host of the latest safety 
systems. 

It comes with Vauxhall’s latest 
Multimedia Pro and navgiation system 
controlled from the centrally-placed 
colour touch screen, while in front 
of the driver there’s a large colour 
instrument instrument display and 
comprehensivce trip meter, plus 
mirrored navigation instructions. 

This new 1.6 litre turbo impresses for 
its performance and refinement, and 
its fuel economy matched by its tax 
efficiency should make it a winner. 





















































ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 35 


Nissan 

By Graham Breeze 


Electric cars are not just the future, they’re 
here now, and that’s hard to take for a lover 
of the internal combustion engine. 

And the second-generation Nissan LEAF 
is without a doubt the best option I’ve driven 
- little wonder it’s the best-selling electric 
vehicle in Europe for the first half of 2018. 

More than 18,000 new Nissan LEAF vehicles 
were registered in Europe between January 
and June and European customers have now 
placed more than 37,000 orders for the new 
LEAF since it first went on sale in October 
2017. 

The challenge facing the UK remains the 
lack of charging points and for the rural driver 
that’s a real problem if you want to put more 
than just a few miles on the clock. 

Growth 

News that Shell and BP are adding rapid 
charging points at all its UK petrol stations 
is the latest sign of the oil giants adapting 
to the dramatic growth in battery power 
and the move can’t come soon enough for 
manufacturers like Nissan. 

The new Nissan LEAF is surprisingly good. 
It’s like no other electric-powered model I 
have driven, offering a top speed of 90mph 
and able to accelerate to 62mph in only 
7.9seconds - and all silently of course. 

Nissan claim the new car’s larger, 40 
kilowatt-hour, battery delivers a combined 
driving cycle range of 168 miles under 
Europe’s new WLTP emissions and economy 
standard. But the model on test only 
registered ISOmiles available when fully 
charged and I wasn’t taking any chances with 
the lack of charging points available. 


Charging itself could not be easier 

It features a host of new, innovative 
technologies such as Nissan ProPILOT, 
ProPILOT Park and e-Pedal, which are proving 
popular with customers. So far, 72% of new 
LEAF buyers have chosen models equipped 
with the ProPILOT semi-autonomous driving 
system. 

Particularly interesting is the LEAF’S e-pedal. 
Just the flick of a switch allows you to control 
the vehicle’s acceleration and braking with 
just one pedal - a bit like driving a golf buggy. 
Use this system well and you get extra miles 
as it regenerates during deceleration. 

Charging itself couldn’t be easier. You either 
find a service station equipped for the job and 
relax with a cup of coffee and the paper for 
an hour or plug the lead, found in the massive 
boot, into your own home electricity point and 
charge overnight at a cost of around £5 per 
time. 

Pricing is still an issue of course with 
manufacturing costs at Nisan’s Sunderland 


plant proving costly. Prices start at £21,990, 
including a £4,500 Government Grant, but the 
Tenka model on test was packed with extras 
and would cost you just short of £30,000. 

You get a lot for your money though. The 
LEAF is a really good looking car with 17 
inch alloys wheels, LED lights, chrome door 
handles, privacy glass and a sculptured body. 

Inside the silent cabin the doors are trimmed 
with synthetic leather, and the part-leather 


front seats are heated along with the steering 
wheel. 

Nissan has made more than just a nod to 
keeping the drivers and passengers safe. 

You get ABS, EBD, Brake Assist, Hill Start, six 
airbags, emergency braking with pedestrian 
recognition, lane departure warning, cross 
traffic alert, blind spot warning and an 
electronic parking brake. 

The LEAF is packed with the latest Nissan 


technology too, with Bose Premium Audio 
and seven speakers, an intelligent around 
view monitor and Nissan Connect for those 
moments when things go wrong. 

The LEAF is a delight to drive around town 
and is a capable performer on the motorway 
too with its extremely responsive acceleration 
so if you think it’s time for an EV this could be 
just the car for you - and it’s cheaper than the 
opposition too. 



The LEAF is a really good looking car with 17 inch alloys wheels, LED lights, chrome door handles, privacy glass and a sculptured body 


H. Ballard & Son (Motors) 

Unon Si nwtf & Btoofc Sltftttf. Ttlaphomi 01138 SS31S2 SS22M 

KU MC REHALILT SPECIALISTS THE PEOPLE THAT CAHE HOPE TOW BAP RT71HG CEMTHE 



2017 66 SUZUKI SWIFT 
SZ-L1.2 

Bright Red, Sat Nav, Air Con, 
Alloys, Electric Windows/Mirrors 
Reverse Parking Sensors, 
Privacy Glass, Bluetooth, only 
8,500 miles 

£ 9,450 


Diesel Selection 


I 16 (16) NISSAN JUKE 1.5DCi TEKNA, Force Red.. 

I 15 (65) NISSAN QASHQA11.5 DCIACENTA, SMART VISION, ink Blue.... 

I 15 (15) VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 2.0 TDi, SRI Tourer, in red. 

I 15(15) KIA VENGA 2,1.4 CRDI, White.....^. 

I 15 (15) VAUXHALL MERIVA1.6 CDTI TECH LINE White, 11,000 miles only 

I 14 (14) FORD MONDEO 1.6CDTi GRAPHITE Silver..... 

I 13 (63) VAUXHALL MOKKA 1.7 CDTi Exclusive Grey. 

I 13 (13) KIA CARENS 3,1.7 CRDi, EcoDynamics. 

I 13 (13) NISSAN JUKE1.5DCi ACENTA PREMIUM White........ 

I 12 (62) KIA CEED 31.6 CRDi ECODYNAMIC, Infra Red. 

I 12 (62) PEUGEOT 50081.6 HDi ACTIVE Silver..... 

I 12 (12) SEAT IBIZA 1.2 TDi SE ECOMOTIVE Grey. 

I 11 (11) NISSAN 0ASH0A11.5 DCI ACENTA Force Red... 

I 10 (10) BMW 118D SPORT, 5 door, white . 

I 10(10) RENAULT MEGANE1.5 DCi EXPRESSION Silver. 

I 10(10) RENAULT MEGANE 1.5 DCi EXPRESSION Pearl Black. 

I 10(10) RENAULT SCENIC 1.5 TD Dynamique, in Grey.... 

| 10 (10) NISSAN 0ASH0A11.5 DCI TEKNA, Grey.Lg 

59) SKODA YETI 2.0 TDi SE 2 WD, Blue.... 

| 09 (09) SUZUKI SWIFT GLX1.5, Orange.. 

58) VOLKSWAGEN JETTA 2.0 TDI SPORT Lovely Condition, Blue. 

08) VW GOLF 1.9TDIS, 5 Door, in Silver.. 


£10,650 

£12,850 

..£9,450 


£6,750 
£7,450 
.£8,950 
.£7,250 
.£8,950 
.£4,995 
£6,850 
£6,850 
DUE IN 
DUE IN 
DUE IN 
DUE IN 
£6,850 
.£2,850 


Petrol Selection 


I 17 (17) KIA PICANT01.0 2 BLUE BREEZE, 3000 MILES.DUE IN 

I 17 (66) SUZUKI SWIFT SZ-L 1.2, Bright Red, Sat Nav, 8,500 miles.£9,450 

I 17 (66) PEUGEOT 2081.2 Active, 9,000 miles, Shark Grey..£9,450 



2014 14 MINI COOPER 1.5 

3Dr, Deep Blue, 

Air Con, CD/Radio, 
Alloys, Electric Windows, 
£20 Road Tax, Bluetooth, 
31,000 miles 


15(65) 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE Ecoflex, 5 door. 

£8,995 

14(14) 

MINI COOPER 1 .5 3Dr, Deep Blue .£*£ . 

....£9,450 

13(63) 

VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.4 SE Blue.?. .i!JV.. 

....£8,950 

12(12) 

FIAT 5001.2 LOUNGE in White..,,. 

....£4,995 

12(12) 

FORD C-MAX, 1.6 TITANIUM, in Blue... 

....£6,850 

11 (61) 

CITROEN DS31.6 SPORT Grey. 

....£5,850 

10(60) 

NISSAN JUKE 1.6 ACENTA Sport. Blade Silver. 

....£6,950 

10(10) 

RENAULT MEGANE DYNAMIQUE Tom Tom, 6,000 miles, Blue... 

....£6,850 

10(10) 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 SRi 5dr, 13,000 miles, Black. 

....£6,850 

10(10) 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SSRi 5dr, 9,000 miles, Grey. 

....£6,950 

09 (09) 

FORD FIESTA 1.4 Style Plus, 5 door, Silver. 

....£4,850 

09 (09) 

MINI COOPER CONVERTIBLE Chilli pack, Horizon Blue. 

....£9,650 

08 (08) 

MAZDA MX-5 2.0 NISEK0 ROADSTER Silver ^. 

....£7,850 

06 (56) 

PEUGEOT 207 SE 16v 5-dr. Silver Grey, 9,000 miles.. 

....£5,650 

04 (04) 

AUDI A3 2.0 FSi SPORT Red... 

....£4,850 

04 (04) 

MINI ONE, 1.6 3 door, Silver... 

....£2,850 

1 4x4 Selection 1 

16(16) 

SKODA YETI OUTDOOR 2.0 TDI (140) SE, GREY. 

..£13,850 

15(15) 

SKODA YETI OUTDOOR 2.0 TDI SE Black. 

..£11,450 

13(13) 

SKODA YETI 2.0 TDI ELEGANCE SILVER.. 

....£9,850 

11 (60) 

KIA SP0RTAGE 2.0 CRDi, Kx-2, Black. 

....£9,250 

10(60) 

SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 1.9 DDiS SZ5.^. 

....£7,850 

10(10) 

SUBARU IMPREZA 1.5 RX Black, Low Mileage... 

....£6,250 

09 (09) 

SUZUKI GRAND VITARA, 1.6 VVTI+. 

... DUE IN 

07 (07) 

LANDR0VER FREELANDER TD4, GS, IN SILVER. 

....£7,850 

1 Automatics H 

| 12(12) 

FORD GALAXY 2.0 TDCI ZETEC 7 SEATER Silver. 

....£8,995 | 


LOW RATE FINANCE PACKAGE AVAILABLE 

mm Find us on- 

- T facebook View our stock: aa 

www.ballardmotors.co.uk I □*£□ \ 


welsh wausp r sales 

www.welshwallscarsales.co.uk 


Pari of 
E in Hughes 
Auto Centre 


61 MERCEDES C200 SE CDI BLUE EFFICIENCY AUTOMATIC, SILVER, 

SERVICE HISTORY 2 KEEPERS 73K.£9,950 

13 NISSAN QASHQAI 360 5 DOOR HATCHBACK, BLACK, SERVICE 
HISTORY 62K. £9,500 

15 RENAULT CLIO HATCHBACK TCE 90 DYNAMIQUE GT LINE SPORT 

KIT NAV, 5 DOOR,BLACK, SERVICE HISTORY £20 ROAD TAX 26K. 

. £7,995 

62 NISSAN NOTE AUTOMATIC 1.6 N TEC+SPECIAL EDITION, MET. 

BLUE, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE 
OWNER 15K.£7,250 

16 SKODA CITIGO SE GREENTECH MP, BLACK, SERVICE 

HISTORY £0 ROAD TAX 10K.£6,995 

62 KIA SOUL CRDI, SILVER, AIR CONDITIONING, ALLOY WHEELS, 

SERVICE HISTORY 32K.£6,495 

11 VOLKSWAGEN POLO SEL TDI 90 1.6 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR 

CON., ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY £30 ROAD TAX 58K .£6,495 
58 BMW 1181 SE CONVERTIBLE, BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY 65K ....£6,275 

62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA SRI CDTI, GREY, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR 

CONDTIONING, SERVICE HISTORY 41K.SOLD 

13 RENAULT CLIO EXPRESSION PLUS 16V 5 DOOR, BLACK, 

SERVICE HISTORY 42K.£5,995 

63 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXI 5 DOOR, GREY, AIR CON., ALLOY 

WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY 34K.£5,995 

15 PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE, SILVER, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE 

OWNER £0 ROAD TAX 27K.£5,995 

10 FORD FIESTA ZETEC, 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CON., ALLOY 

WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY 46K.£5,295 

09 FORD FIESTA TITANIUM 1.6 5 DOOR, SILVER, SERVICE 

HISTORY, ONE OWNER 53K.£4,995 

62 FORD KA ZETEC 1.2, SILVER, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR 

CONDITIONING £30 ROAD TAX 10K.£4,995 

10 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRI 5 DOOR, SILVER, FULL SERVICE 

HISTORY 58K. £4,995 

12 FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.4, 5 DOOR, BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY 

60K. £4,975 

13 FIAT PUNTO JET BLACK 3 DOOR,, BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, 

AIR CONDITIONING 34K.£4,895 

10 CITROEN C3 EXCLUSIVE HDI, BLACK, ALLOY WHEELS, 

CLIMATE CONTROL, CRUISE CONTROL £20 ROAD TAX 52K.£4,695 

14 FORD KA STUDIO, BRIGHT RED, FULL SERV. HISTORY, ONE 

OWNER, £30 ROAD TAX 21K.£4,650 

10 RENAULT CLIOI.6 INITIALE T-TOM, AUTOMATIC MET. RED, 
LEATHER SEATS, AIR CONDITIONING, SERVICE HISTORY 46K ..£4,495 

58 FORD FOCUS 1.6 STYLE 5 DOOR, SILVER, AIR CONDITIONING, FULL 

SERVICE, ONE OWNER 39K.£4,195 

08 HONDA JAZZ, MET. LIGHT PINK, AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, 

PARKING SENSORS, SERVICE HISTORY 65K.£3,995 

59 RENAULT CLIO DYNAMIQUE 1.2 TCE 3 DOOR, RED, ALLOY 

WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY 46K.£3,795 

11 CITROEN Cl VTR+, WHITE, ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., REMOTE 

CENTRAL LOCKING, SERVICE HISTORY £20 ROAD TAX 28K.£3,695 

58 VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.6 EXCLUSIVE, 7 SEATS, SILVER, AIR CON., 
SERVICE HISTORY 69K.£3,495 


58 PEUGEOT 207 SPORT HDI, METALLIC ORANGE, FULL SERVICE 

HISTORY £30 ROAD TAX 44K.£3,495 

10 TOYOTA AYGO PLATINUM SPECIAL EDITION, 3 DOOR, SILVER, 

AIR CON., ALLOY WHEELS, SERVICE HISTORY £20 ROAD 

TAX 60K.£3,395 

07 TOYOTA YARIS TR, 5 DOOR, GREY, AIR CON., FULL SERVICE 

HISTORY, ONE OWNER 72K.£3,250 

08 VAUXHALL ASTRA BREEZE 1.4 HATCHBACK, SILVER, SERVICE 

HISTORY 49 K.SOLD 

07 FORD C-MAX ZETEC, BLUE, SERVICE HISTORY 102K.£2,350 

07 VECTRA EXCLUSIVE HATCHBACK, BEIGE 98K.£1,650 

COMMERCIALS NO VAT 

09 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT T200 L90, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, 

SERVCE HISTORY 81K.£3,795 

COMMERCIALS PLUS VAT 

15 TOYOTA HI-LUX 2.5D-4D 4WD ACTIVE, DOUBLE CAB, WHITE, 

AIR CON. ONE OWNER 19K.£14,250 

16 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM 290 TREND 125BHP, WHITE, FRONT 

AND REAR PARK. SENSORS, FRONT FOG LAMPS, CRUISE 
CONTROL, 8K.£12,795 

64 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM 290 TREND E-TEC, WHITE, FRONT 
AND REAR PARKING SENSORS COLOUR CODED FRONT 
BUMPERS CRUISE CONTROL, SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 

20K.£11,350 

14 MISUBISHI L200 WARRIOR LB 178BHP, DOUBLE CAB, WHITE, 

ALLOY WHEELS, AIR CON., SERVICE HISTORY, ONE OWNER 

53K.£10,995 

63 FORD TRANSIT 350 EF 125PS LWB RWD, 6 SPEED, 

LUTON/BOX VAN, WHITE, SERV.HISTORY 51K.£10,495 

13 VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER T32 140 TDI SWB, 6 SPEED, 

ORANGE, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON.SERVICE HISTORY 93K.£10,295 

14 FORD TRANSIT CUSTOM TREND 330 125BHP, WHITE, SERVICE 

HISTORY 61K.£9,995 

13 VOLKSWAGEN CADDY C20 MAXI LWB STARLINE TDI, BLUE, 

AIR CON., ELEC. WINDOWS, REAR PARKING SENSORS, RACKING 

IN REAR, SERV. HISTORY, DIRECT FROM BRITISH GAS 22K.£7,995 

61 FORD TRANSIT 280 SWB SEMI HIGH TOP, WHITE, AIR CON., 

RACKING IN REAR, SERVICE HISTORY 37K.£7,495 

14 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT 240 L2 LWB, WHITE, TWIN SIDE 

DOORS, DIRECT FROM NHS ONE OWNER 69K.£7,295 

66 FORD FIESTA VAN 1.5 TDCI, WHITE, ONE OWNER, SERVICE 

HISTORY 29K.£6,995 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO 625 ENTERPRISE, 3 SEATER, WHITE, 

AIR CONDITIONING, WINDOWS, SIDE DOOR, REAR PARKING 
SENSORS 19K.£6,995 

15 CITROEN BERLINGO, WHITE, 3 SEATS, SIDE DOOR, AIR CON., 

PARKING SENSORS, SERVICE HISTORY 38K.£6,795 

15 PEUGEOT PARTNER 850S 90 BHP, WHITE, SIDE DOOR, ONE 

OWNER 29K.£5,999 

15 RENAULT KANGOO ML19 1.5 DCI, WHITE, SIDE DOOR ONE 

OWNER 56K.£4,995 

58 VAUXHALL COMBO CDTI VAN, WHITE, SIDE DOOR 105K.£2,395 

MOTOR BIKES 

NEW RIEJU RS3 125 LC NKD, PRE REGISTERED, INCLUDES FIRST 

REG. FEE PRE-REGISTERED NEW.£2,495 

PART EX AND FINANCE AVAILABLE SUBJECT TO STATUS. 

WE BUY CARS & VANS FOR CASH 


Welsh walls, Oswestry svii mw Tel: 01691655123/07989 612671 


Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, September 27, 2018 











































































































Oswestry & Border Chronicle Thursday, September 27, 2018 


QJ1 *+> www.cheshiretradecentre.co.uk 



SMALL MEDIUM 


CALL FOR INSTANT DECISION 
DRIVE AWAY IN JUST 1 HOUR 


PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE REGARDLESS OF AGE AND CONDITION 


OUR CARS 

IE 

start from: 




**MINIMUM 

PART 

EXCHANGE 


O BUY NOW PAY NOTHING UNTIL OCTOBER 2018 

%DEP0SIT 


TYPICAL EXAMPLE 

Total Cash Price: £3200 Monthly Payments: £65 


APR: 


7.9% Weekly Payments: £15 


Terms of Loan: 60 Months Total Payable: £3900 


FORD FIESTA 1.0TZETECS 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 3 DOOR, 

ALLOYS, 17,000 MILES, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

LOW INSURANCE, EXCELLENT MPG, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £49 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6267 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3CDTI S ECOFLEX 
*** FREE TAX*** 

5 DOOR, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, EXCELLENT MPG, 

LOW INSURANCE, 

Buy this car, and drive away today from only £19 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6265 



VAUXHALL CORSA 1.01 TURBO SRI 
ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 

6 SPEED, ALLOYS, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

29,000 MILES, LOW INSURANCE, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £35 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6264 



HYUNDAI 110 1.0 PREMIUM 

ONLY £20 TAX PER YEAR, 

STILL UNDER 5 YEAR WARRANTY, 

ONLY 2,000 MILES, AIR CON, 

POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £35 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6248 



PEUGEOT 108 1.0 ACTIVE 
*** FREE TAX*** 

ONLY 16,000 MILES, 

UPTO 60 MPG, AIR CON, POWER 
STEERING, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £29 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6262 


rj 


CARS OF THE WEEK 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.41 DESIGN 90 
ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, LOW INSURANCE, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £32 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6252 



KIA SPORTAGE 1.7 CRDI 2 ISG 

5 DOOR, ALLOYS, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, 24,000 MILES, STILL I 
UNDER KIA 7 YEAR WARRANTY, | 
IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £55 per week*. I 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6263 



VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 1.8 VVT DESIGN 

7 SEATER, 

34,000 MILES, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, 
ELECTRIC WINDOWS 

| Buy this car, and drive away today from only £32 per week*. I 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6258 



KIA PICANTO 1.25 2 AUTOMATIC 
AUTOMATIC, ALLOYS, AIR CON, 

POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, STILL UNDER KIA 7 YEAR 
WARRANTY, LOW INSURANCE, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £45 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6251 



BUY NOW - PAY NOTHING UNTIL OCTOBER 2018 


FORD KUGA 2.0TDCI ZETEC 
AUTOMATIC, ALLOYS, AIR CON, 

POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, ONLY 10,000 MILES, 

I POD CONNECTION, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £59 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6261 



NISSAN QASHQA11.2 DIG-TACENTA 
6 SPEED, ONLY 5,000 MILES, 

ALLOYS, POWER STEERING, 

AIR CON, ELECTRIC WINDOWS, 

I POD CONNECTION, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £55 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6260 



HONDA CR-V2.2 l-CTDI EXSW 
6 SPEED DIESEL, ALLOYS, 

AIR CON, POWER STEERING, 

ELECTRIC WINDOWS, FULL LEATHER, 

TOW BAR, IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £29 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6255 



NISSAN QASHQAI 1.6DCI N-TEC 130 

ONLY £30 TAX PER YEAR, 6 SPEED 
DIESEL, ALLOYS, AIR CON, 
POWER STEERING, EXCELLENT 
MPG, ELECTRIC WINDOWS,, 
IMMACULATE CONDITION 



Buy this car, and drive away today from only £55 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6254 


VAUXHALL MOKKAMOKKA 1.6 VVT SE 115 
11,000 MILES, 5 DOOR, ALLOYS, AIR 
CON, POWER STEERING, ELECTRIC 
WINDOWS, I POD CONNECTION, 

IMMACULATE CONDITION 
Buy this car, and drive away today from only £ 55 per week*. 
Call us on 0800 917 4622 quoting stock reference: S6221 



WE WONT BE BEATEN ON 

MORE CARS AVAILABLE - GIVE US A CALL! CARS WANTED FOR CASH 


NEGATIVE EQUITY / DEFAULTS / NO CREDIT HISTORY S EX. BANKRUPT S CCJ’s S DISABILITY S 



CHESHIRE TRADE CENTRE 

PARKGATE ROAD • CHESTER CHI 4AY 

www.cheshiretradece 


★ UP TO 3 YEAR WARRANTY 
137 POINT CHECK ★ ROAD TAX 
★ HPi CHECK ★ FULL MOT 



0800 „ tom 
917 4622 9am - 7pm 

Saturday 

GaCOallK 9am - 6pm 


























































































How they stand 


Welsh Premier 

P w 

Leagi 

ue 

F 

A 

P 

The New Saints. 

.7 

5 

i 

1 

22 

2 

16 

Connahs Quay Nomads. 

..7 

5 


2 

17 

5 

15 

Barry Town United FC. 

..7 

4 

i 

2 

10 

11 

13 

Caernarfon Town. 

..7 

4 


3 

6 

6 

12 

Bala Town FC. 

..7 

3 

i 

3 

11 

11 

10 

Newtown. 

..7 

3 

i 

3 

8 

9 

10 

Aberystwyth Town. 

..7 

3 

i 

3 

11 

17 

10 

Cardiff Metropolitan University. 7 

3 


4 

8 

8 

9 

Llandudno FC. 

..7 

2 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8 

Carmarthen Town AFC. 

..7 

2 

2 

3 

8 

14 

8 

Cefn Druids. 

..7 

2 


5 

10 

10 

6 

Llanelli Town AFC.7 1 1 5 

Evo-Stik League 

Division One S 

6 

21 

4 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Hartley Wintney. 

.8 

4 

3 

1 

19 

14 

15 

Weymouth. 

..7 

4 

2 

1 

21 

10 

14 

Taunton Town. 

..7 

4 

2 

1 

17 

7 

14 

Tiverton Town. 

..7 

4 

2 

1 

16 

9 

14 

Merthyr Town. 

..7 

4 

2 

1 

16 

10 

14 

Basingstoke Town. 

..7 

4 

2 

1 

15 

10 

14 

Hendon. 

..7 

4 

2 

1 

13 

9 

14 

Farnborough. 

..7 

4 

1 

2 

16 

11 

13 

Gosport Borough. 

..7 

4 

0 

3 

15 

13 

12 

Poole Town. 

..7 

3 

1 

3 

11 

10 

10 

Salisbury. 

..7 

2 

3 

2 

13 

12 

9 

Metropolitan Police. 

..7 

2 

3 

2 

11 

14 

9 

Harrow Borough. 

..7 

2 

2 

3 

16 

16 

8 

Walton Casuals. 

..7 

2 

2 

3 

13 

18 

8 

Dorchester Town. 

..7 

2 

2 

3 

10 

16 

8 

Beaconsfield Town. 

..7 

1 

4 

2 

10 

12 

7 

Frame Town. 

..7 

2 

1 

4 

10 

14 

7 

Staines Town. 

..8 

2 

0 

6 

11 

19 

6 

Swindon Supermarine. 

..6 

1 

2 

3 

7 

9 

5 

Kings Langley. 

..7 

1 

2 

4 

10 

14 

5 

WimborneTown. 

..6 

1 

1 

4 

11 

18 

4 

Chesham United. 

..7 

0 

1 

6 

2 

18 

1 

West Midlands (Regional) 

Premier 

League 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Black Country Rangers. 

.9 

7 

2 

0 

28 

10 

23 

Tividale. 

.8 

7 

0 

1 

30 

6 

21 

Wolverhampton Casuals. 

..9 

5 

3 

1 

27 

10 

18 

Malvern Town. 

..7 

5 

1 

1 

20 

4 

16 

Haughmond.. 

..7 

5 

0 

2 

23 

8 

15 

Hereford Lads Club. 

.8 

4 

1 

3 

16 

11 

13 

Shifnal Town. 

.10 

3 

3 

4 

19 

13 

12 

Wednesfield. 

..6 

4 

0 

2 

14 

10 

12 

Bewdley Town. 

..8 

3 

3 

2 

19 

17 

12 

Smethwick Rangers. 

.. 9 

3 

2 

4 

11 

19 

11 

Wellington. 

..7 

3 

0 

4 

15 

15 

9 

AFC Bridgnorth. 

..7 

2 

3 

2 

8 

9 

9 

Dudley Town. 

..8 

2 

3 

3 

12 

14 

9 

Wem Town. 

..7 

3 

0 

4 

10 

16 

9 

Pegasus Juniors. 

..8 

3 

0 

5 

11 

19 

9 

Dudley Sports. 

..7 

2 

1 

4 

10 

22 

7 

Cradley Town. 

..9 

2 

0 

7 

12 

24 

6 

Bilston Town Community. 

.11 

1 

2 

8 

13 

36 

5 

Shawbury United. 

..5 

1 

1 

3 

8 

15 

4 

Pershore Town 88.8 1 

Division 1 

1 

6 

8 

36 

4 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Worcester Raiders. 

.9 

6 

2 

1 

26 

13 

20 

Team Dudley. 

..9 

6 

2 

1 

26 

16 

20 

Droitwich Spa. 

.8 

6 

1 

1 

20 

5 

19 

Darlaston Town (1874). 

.8 

6 

0 

2 

22 

9 

18 

Newport Town. 

..7 

4 

1 

2 

21 

10 

13 

Allscott AFC. 

.8 

4 

1 

3 

19 

16 

13 

Gornal Athletic. 

..8 

4 

0 

4 

15 

16 

12 

Sikh Hunters. 

9 

4 

0 

5 

21 

26 

12 

Telford Juniors. 

..8 

3 

2 

3 

20 

22 

11 

Bromyard Town. 

..7 

3 

1 

3 

16 

17 

10 

Wrens Nest. 

..8 

2 

4 

2 

13 

14 

10 

Tipton Town. 

..7 

2 

2 

3 

17 

17 

8 

Wyrley. 

..7 

2 

1 

4 

10 

14 

7 

Old Wulfrunians. 

..9 

2 

1 

6 

8 

19 

7 

Wellington Amateurs. 

..6 

2 

0 

4 

13 

11 

6 

Bustleholme. 

..6 

1 

0 

5 

13 

29 

3 

Willenhall Town.8 0 

Division 2 

0 

8 

5 

31 

0 


P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Gornal Colts. 

.8 

6 

0 

2 

24 

14 

18 

Church Stretton. 

.6 

5 

1 

0 

29 

6 

16 

F C Darlaston. 

..7 

5 

1 

1 

26 

10 

16 

Hawkins Sports. 

..7 

5 

0 

2 

26 

19 

15 

Oldbury United. 

..6 

4 

1 

1 

25 

11 

13 

Warstones Wanderers. 

..7 

3 

2 

2 

18 

13 

11 

Ludlow. 

..6 

2 

0 

4 

14 

13 

6 

AFC Bentley. 

..3 

1 

1 

1 

10 

11 

4 

AFC Bridgnorth Development. 

..5 

1 

1 

3 

3 

15 

4 

Wolverhampton United. 

..8 

1 

1 

6 

9 

42 

4 

Rock Rovers. 

..6 

1 

0 

5 

8 

16 

3 

Tipton Town Reserves. 

..7 

0 

0 

7 

9 

31 

0 

Shropshire Premier League 

P W D L F A 

P 

Gobowen Celtic FC First. 

.6 

3 

2 

1 

14 

9 

11 

Stoke Heath FC First. 

..4 

3 

1 

0 

27 

4 

10 

Albrighton Men. 

..4 

3 

1 

0 

8 

3 

10 

Prees United First. 

..5 

3 

1 

1 

9 

7 

10 

Shrewsbury Juniors First. 

..4 

2 

2 

0 

9 

6 

8 

Wrockwardine Wood Juniors. 

..4 

1 

2 

1 

6 

5 

5 

Oakengates Rangers (Youth). 

..5 

1 

1 

3 

12 

11 

4 

Madeley Sports First. 

..5 

1 

0 

4 

14 

20 

3 

St Martins Village FC 1. 

..4 

1 

0 

3 

7 

15 

3 

Donnington FC First. 

..3 

1 

0 

2 

6 

17 

3 

Brown Clee First. 

..4 

0 

0 

4 

3 

18 

0 


J T Hughes Montgomeryshire 
Amateur Football League 


Division 1 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Forden United. 

....5 

5 

0 

0 

16 

2 

15 

Guilsfield Reserves. 

....4 

4 

0 

0 

16 

4 

12 

Trewern. 

....4 

3 

1 

0 

10 

4 

10 

Bishops Castle. 

....4 

3 

0 

1 

20 

7 

9 

Maesyrhandir. 

....5 

1 

3 

1 

16 

10 

6 

Llangedwyn. 

....6 

1 

2 

3 

8 

15 

5 

Llanfyllin Town. 

....6 

1 

2 

3 

8 

16 

5 

Llanfair United Reserves. 

....6 

1 

1 

4 

6 

17 

4 

Meifod. 

....4 

0 

1 

3 

3 

8 

1 

Caersws Reserves.4 0 

Division 2 

0 

4 

2 

22 

0 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Trefonen. 

....7 

7 

0 

0 

43 

4 

21 

Newtown Wanderers. 

....7 

4 

3 

0 

22 

7 

15 

Welshpool Town Reserves... 

...8 

4 

2 

2 

19 

15 

14 

Llanrhaeadr Reserves. 

....5 

4 

0 

1 

17 

5 

12 

Llanfechain. 

....6 

4 

0 

2 

21 

13 

12 

Abermule Reserves. 

....6 

3 

2 

1 

17 

12 

11 

Llanymynech. 

....7 

3 

1 

3 

19 

16 

10 

Churchstoke Reserves. 

....6 

2 

1 

3 

15 

15 

7 

Four Crosses Reserves. 

....6 

2 

1 

3 

7 

13 

7 



Waterloo Rovers Reserves 

Llansantffraid Reserves. 

Llanfyllin Town Reserves... 

Llanwddyn. 

Kerry Reserves. 


.4 2 0 2 11 11 6 

.62 0 4 10 12 6 
.7 0 2 5 8 30 2 

.6 0 2 4 6 36 2 

.7 0 0 7 6 32 0 


Greenhous Shrewsbury Sunday 


League 

Premier 



P 

W 

D 

Instones United. 

.3 

3 

0 

Beacon. 

.2 

1 

1 

Telegraph. 

.3 

1 

1 

Snailbeach. 

.3 

1 

0 

Cruckton Rovers. 

.2 

0 

2 

Radbrook. 

.2 

0 

1 

Loppington. 

.3 

0 

1 


Division 1 



P 

w 

D 

Charles Darwin. 

.2 

2 

0 

Bomere Heath. 

.3 

2 

0 

Coton Rovers. 

.3 

2 

0 

White Lion. 

.2 

2 

0 

Harlescott Rangers. 

.2 

1 

0 

Norbury. 

.3 

1 

0 

Bayston Hill Beeches... 

.3 

1 

0 

Saha Peacock. 

.3 

1 

0 

Unison. 

.3 

0 

0 


L F A P 

0 19 5 9 
0 5 3 4 

1 7 10 4 

2 7 13 3 
0 3 3 2 
13 5 1 
2 4 9 1 


L F A P 

0 15 3 6 

1 14 6 6 
19 7 6 
0 6 4 6 
16 5 3 

2 9 11 3 
2 6 9 3 

2 4 18 3 

3 7 13 0 


Admiral Duncan A. 

.2 

1 

1 

0 

9 

7 3 

Masonic. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

9 

7 2 

Mytton Arms. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

9 

7 2 

Brooklands. 

.2 

0 

2 

0 

8 

8 2 

Compasses Dith.... 

.2 

0 

2 

0 

8 

8 2 

Crown. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

8 

8 2 

Dickin Arms. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

6 

10 2 

Admiral Duncan B. 

.2 

0 

1 

1 

7 

9 1 

Rock and Fountain 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

5 

11 0 

Inn on the Green ... 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

13 0 

Woodman. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

3 

13 0 

English Rugby Clubs 



Midlands Premier 





p 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A P 

Scunthorpe. 

.4 

4 

0 

0 

131 65 20 

Newport (Salop)... 

.4 

4 

0 

0 

188 52 19 

Bridgnorth. 

.4 

3 

0 

1 

74 

60 13 

Luctonians. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

162 49 12 

Doncaster Phoenix 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

11014011 

Broadstreet. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

71 

57 10 

Derby. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

96 107 10 

Lichfield. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

96 157 10 

Sheffield. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

56 

64 9 

Nuneaton. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

75 

91 9 

Sandbach. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

111 113 9 

Burton. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

57 115 6 

Boumville. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

53 

74 5 

Syston. 

.4 

0 

0 

4 

19 155 0 


Division 2 


P W 

Boars Athletic.3 2 

Rock Rovers.3 2 

Dun Cow.3 2 

Red Barn.2 1 

Boca Seniors.2 1 

AFC Fountain.3 1 

Ellesmere Sunday.2 0 

Bull in the Barne.2 0 

Heath Farm Rangers.2 0 

Division 3 

p w 

Brockton Rovers.3 3 

Dorrington.4 3 

Minsterley Rangers.2 2 

Craven Arms.3 2 

Old Post Office Wem.3 2 

Compasses Bayston Flill.2 1 

Dolphin AFC.3 0 

Crown Abbey Foregate.3 0 

Wheatsheaf.3 0 

Division 4 

P W 

HodnetFC.3 3 

Coracle Colts.3 3 

White Horse.3 3 

Dun Cow Youth.4 2 

Steam Wagon.3 1 

Compasses United.3 1 

Shrewsbury University.1 0 

Talbot Ruyton XI Towns.3 0 

Beacon Rangers.3 0 


D 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


D 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


L F A P 

0 8 4 7 
0 8 4 7 
16 4 6 
0 6 2 4 
0 7 4 4 
2 8 10 3 
2 14 0 
2 2 7 0 
2 2 9 0 


L F A P 

0 10 3 9 
1 10 8 9 
0 8 0 6 
19 5 6 
15 3 6 
19 6 3 
3 3 8 0 
3 1 10 0 
3 5 17 0 


L F A P 

0 18 7 9 
0 16 5 9 
0 12 4 9 
2 9 5 6 
2 11 9 3 

2 6 10 3 
12 5 0 

3 3 15 0 
3 5 22 0 


Telford Sunday Football League 


Premier 



P 

W 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Dawley F.C. 

.3 

3 

0 

0 

14 

2 

9 

Cottage Spring FC. 

.3 

2 

1 

0 

15 

5 

7 

The Talbot F.C. 

.3 

1 

2 

0 

10 

7 

5 

Royal British Legion. 

.3 

1 

1 

1 

10 

8 

4 

Wrekin View Wanderers FC. 

.3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

8 

4 

Wrockwardine Wood Juniors.. 

.2 

0 

1 

1 

4 

8 

1 

Riverside. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

7 

0 

Celtic Spartans F.C.3 0 

Division 1 

0 

3 

3 

18 

0 


P 

w 

D 

L 

F 

A 

P 

Britannia F.C. 

.3 

3 

0 

0 

10 

3 

9 

Hop & Vine FC. 

.3 

3 

0 

0 

11 

5 

9 

Dun Cow 2018 FC. 

.1 

1 

0 

0 

9 

3 

3 

Southwater FC. 

.3 

1 

0 

2 

9 

10 

3 

St Georges F.C. 

.3 

1 

0 

2 

8 

9 

3 

Travellers Joy FC. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

4 

3 

Black Horse F.C. 

.3 

1 

0 

2 

6 

8 

3 

Bulls Head Dawley Bank Vets. 

.0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Kings Arms Market Drayton.... 

.1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

Barley Mow, Madeley FC. 

.1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

5 

0 

Bell & Bails FC. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

13 

0 


Shrewsbury Premier Darts League 


P W D L F A P 

Heathgates.2 2 0 0 13 3 4 

Wheatsheaf FW.2 2 0 0 13 3 4 

Beeches.......2 2 0 0 11 5 4 


Midlands 1 West 


Newbold on Avon. 

P 

.4 

W 

4 

D 

0 

L 

0 

F A P 

156 53 19 

Bromsgrove. 

.4 

4 

0 

0 

133 52 19 

Stourbridge Lions. 

.4 

3 

0 

1 

113 65 16 

Old Halesonians. 

.4 

3 

0 

1 

138 53 15 

Sutton Coldfield. 

.4 

3 

0 

1 

94 75 15 

Dudley Kingswinford. 

.4 

3 

0 

1 

91 10015 

Whitchurch. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

110 65 11 

Hereford. 

.4 

2 

0 

2 

79 77 11 

Stoke on Trent. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

118119 7 

Moseley Oak. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

60 166 5 

Worcester. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

71 132 4 

Malvern. 

.4 

1 

0 

3 

44 116 4 

Longton.. 

.4 

0 

0 

4 

74 130 2 

Droitwich. 

.4 

0 

0 

4 

33 111 1 

Midlands 2 West (North) 

P W D L 

Ludlow.2 2 0 0 

F A P 

97 10 10 

Leek. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

71 25 10 

Camp Hill. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

51 35 9 

Tamworth. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

43 34 9 

Newcastle (Staffs). 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

100 21 6 

Wolverhampton. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

36 31 5 

Spartans (Midlands). 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

22 22 5 

Walsall. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

40 36 4 

Crewe & Nantwich. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

35 60 2 

Stafford. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

7 33 1 

Veseyans. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

21 76 0 

Telford Hornets. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

7 147 0 

Midlands 3 West (North) 

P W D L 

Old Saltleians.2 2 0 0 

F A P 

75 29 10 

Burntwood. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

70 14 9 

Shrewsbury. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

74 18 9 

Wednesbury. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

43 37 6 

Uttoxeter. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

79 28 5 

Eccleshall. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

74 55 5 

Harborne. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

41 37 5 

Cleobury Mortimer. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

35 48 5 

Trentham. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

36 78 5 

Edwardians. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

19 44 1 

Handsworth. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

30 69 1 

Cannock. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

3 122 0 

Midlands 4 West (North) 

P W D L 

Rugeley.2 2 0 0 

F A P 

127 34 10 

Linley. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

76 5 10 

Willenhall. 

.2 

2 

0 

0 

66 9 9 

Clee Hill. 

.1 

1 

0 

0 

22 8 5 

Aston Old Edwardians. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

28 23 5 

Essington. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

24 51 4 

Yardley & District. 

.2 

1 

0 

1 

21 50 4 

Aldridge. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

20 35 1 

Market Drayton. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

21 46 0 

Bloxwich. 

.1 

0 

0 

1 

17 44 0 

Barton-Under-Needwood. 

.2 

0 

0 

2 

17 134 0 

Midlands 5 West (North) 

P W D L 

Warley.1 1 0 0 

F A P 

39 27 5 

Tenbury. 

.1 

1 

0 

0 

0 0 5 

Stourport. 

.1 

1 

0 

0 

17 12 4 

Dixonians. 

.1 

0 

0 

1 

12 17 1 

Chaddesley Corbett. 

.1 

0 

0 

1 

27 39 1 

Church Stretton. 

.1 

0 

0 

1 

0 0 0 


Tanners Bowling League 


Shropshire Division 1 

P w 

L 

D 

p 

Castlefields. 

.25 

17 

7 

1 

224 

Pontesbury A. 

.24 

16 

8 

0 

212 

Telepost. 

.25 

19 

6 

0 

212 

Ludlow Castle. 

.25 

17 

8 

0 

210 

Prince Hotel A. 

.25 

16 

9 

0 

206 

Elephant & Castle A. 

.25 

16 

9 

0 

201 

Hanwood. 

.25 

14 

11 

0 

178 

Crescent. 

.25 

12 

12 

1 

177 

Battlefield. 

.25 

10 

15 

0 

151 

Whittington. 

.24 

8 

16 

0 

147 

Meole Brace A. 

.25 

8 

17 

0 

137 

Ifton. 

.25 

7 

18 

0 

136 

OSBC. 

.25 

7 

18 

0 

124 

Bishop’s Castle. 

.25 

6 

19 

0 

121 

Shropshire Division 2 
p w 

L 

D 

P 

Prince Hotel B. 

.22 

15 

7 

0 

178 

Frankwell. 

.22 

16 

6 

0 

177 

Bicton A. 

.21 

13 

8 

0 

168 

Hadnall.. 

.22 

11 

11 

0 

157 

Craven Arms. 

.22 

11 

11 

0 

154 

Burway. 

.22 

9 

13 

0 

149 

Meole Brace V. 

.22 

8 

14 

0 

144 

Unison. 

.22 

11 

11 

0 

144 

Abbey. 

.21 

10 

11 

0 

141 

Pontesbury B. 

.21 

10 

11 

0 

138 

Oswestry Church. 

.21 

9 

12 

0 

138 

Shelton Village. 

.22 

7 

15 

0 

132 

Shropshire Division 3 
p w 

L 

D 

P 

Wem BC. 

.20 

12 

7 

1 

179 

Oxon. 

.19 

15 

4 

0 

176 

Wem USC. 

.20 

13 

7 

0 

175 

Greenfields Social. 

.20 

14 

6 

0 

165 

Bayston Hill. 

.20 

12 

8 

0 

155 

Elephant & Castle B. 

.20 

11 

9 

0 

149 

Albert Road BC. 

.20 

9 

11 

0 

148 

Severnside St Julians. 

.19 

11 

8 

0 

140 

Bagley. 

.20 

8 

11 

1 

125 

Bicton B. 

.20 

3 

17 

0 

66 

Worthen & Brockton. 

.20 

0 

20 

0 

48 

Shrewsbury Division 1 
P w 

L 

D 

P 

Castlefields A. 

.22 

18 

4 

0 

184 

Prince Hotel A. 

.22 

18 

4 

0 

173 

Crescent A. 

.22 

16 

5 

1 

161 

Pontesbury A. 

.22 

13 

8 

1 

159 

Telepost A. 

.22 

13 

9 

0 

151 

Battlefield A. 

.22 

10 

12 

0 

126 

Hanwood A. 

.22 

8 

14 

0 

122 

Abbey. 

.22 

10 

12 

0 

120 

Meole Brace A. 

.22 

6 

16 

0 

108 

OSBC B. 

.22 

9 

13 

0 

105 

Pontesbury B. 

.22 

7 

15 

0 

95 

Bicton A. 

.22 

3 

19 

0 

80 

Shrewsbury Division 2 
P w 

L 

D 

P 

Corbet Arms. 

.20 

13 

7 

0 

147 

Prince Hotel B. 

.20 

12 

8 

0 

136 

Shelton Village. 

.20 

12 

8 

0 

132 

Meole Brace V. 

.20 

13 

7 

0 

132 

Battlefield B. 

.20 

10 

10 

0 

124 

St Julians. 

.20 

10 

10 

0 

123 

Unison. 

.20 

11 

9 

0 

119 

Albert Road. 

.20 

10 

10 

0 

115 

Monkmoor A. 

.20 

7 

13 

0 

104 

POWBC A. 

.20 

7 

13 

0 

99 

Bagley A. 

.20 

5 

15 

0 

89 

Shrewsbury Division 3 
P w 

L 

D 

P 

Greenfields Social A. 

.20 

12 

8 

0 

141 

Oxon. 

.20 

14 

6 

0 

141 

Bayston Hill A. 

.20 

16 

4 

0 

139 

Castlefields B. 

.20 

13 

7 

0 

137 

Crescent B. 

.20 

10 

9 

1 

129 

Telepost B. 

.20 

9 

11 

0 

124 

POWBC B. 

.20 

10 

9 

1 

118 

Meole Brace B. 

.20 

5 

14 

1 

108 

Dorrington. 

.20 

8 

12 

0 

107 

Bicton B. 

.20 

5 

14 

1 

90 

Pontesbury C. 

.20 

6 

14 

0 

86 

Shrewsbury Division 4 
P w 

L 

D 

P 

Frankwell. 

.20 

17 

3 

0 

169 

Hanwood B. 

.20 

15 

5 

0 

150 

Castlefields C. 

.20 

15 

5 

0 

146 

Greenfields Social B. 

.20 

13 

7 

0 

132 

Meole Brace C. 

.20 

9 

11 

0 

124 

OSBC A. 

.20 

8 

12 

0 

119 

Pontesbury D. 

.20 

10 

10 

0 

117 

Worthen & Brockton. 

.20 

10 

10 

0 

115 

OSBC C. 

.20 

8 

12 

0 

108 


Four Shropshire bowlers are off 
the home of British crown green 

Mortimer. 

Bylet B. 

Shifnal B. 

.23 

.23 

.23 

18 

16 

13 

5 

7 

8 

0 

0 

2 

126 

122 

104 

bowls - Blackpool’s Waterloo. 

Allscott B. 

Chelmarsh. 

.23 

.23 

15 

11 

8 

12 

0 

0 

103 

97 

Bylet duo Scott Harries & Cheryl 

Madeley C C B. 

.23 

12 

10 

1 

94 

Caswell will take their place in 

Wrack Wood B. 

Red Squirrel. 

.23 

.23 

11 

10 

12 

13 

0 

0 

91 

90 

the finals of the Centenary Mixed 

Trench A. 

Highley B. 

Broseley B. 

.23 

.23 

11 

8 

11 

15 

1 

o 

86 

79 

Pairs on Saturday, October 6, as 

.24 

7 

17 

0 

71 

the reigning Shropshire mixed 

Bowring B. 

Bridgnorth C. 

.23 

.23 

8 

7 

13 

16 

2 

0 

71 

66 

doubles champions. 



Division 4 




They won the Dave Card 



P 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Memorial Rosebowl at Battlefield 

Donn Wood C. 

Edgmond. 

.25 

...25 

22 

18 

3 

6 

0 

1 

141 

125 

and have now been drawn 

Gray Squirrel. 

Sinclair B. 

Newport B. 

.25 

.25 

.25 

14 

15 
11 

10 

10 

12 

1 

117 

117 

111 

against Cameron Ghaffer & 

2 

Leah Keyworth (Yorkshire). 


Albrighton B. 

Newport D. 

.25 

.25 

15 

13 

10 

10 

0 

2 

108 

106 

Joining Harries & Caswell will 

S J Bayley D. 

.25 

13 

10 

2 

102 

be county runners-up Jamie 

Horsehay B. 

Bylet C. 

...25 

.25 

9 

11 

15 

14 

1 

0 

93 

91 

King (Bowring) & Sally Clee 

Worfield B. 

Bridgnorth D 

.25 

.25 

10 

8 

15 

16 

0 

1 

86 

85 

(Wrockwardine Wood), who 
have a first round appointment 

Shifnal C. 

.25 

9 

16 

0 

82 

Bowring C. 

.25 

2 

23 

0 

36 

with Owen Doyle & Lynsey 
Gorman of Merseyside. 

Coors Mid Shropshire Bowling 

Division 1 

■ Heading to Blackpool (from 

Highley A. 

St Georges A*. 

P 

W 

L 

D 

P 

left) Jamie King & Sally Clee, 

.25 

.25 

19 

18 

6 

7 

0 

0 

243 

239 

County President Isobel Jones, 

HUSCA. 

.25 

18 

7 

0 

233 

Dave Card Rosebowl winners 

SJ Bayley A. 

Wrack Wood A. 

.25 

.24 

16 

15 

9 

9 

0 

0 

216 

197 

Cheryl Caswell & Scott Harries 

Newport A. 

Bowring A. 

.25 

.25 

13 

14 

12 

11 

0 

0 

195 

189 







Sinclair A. 

.25 

12 

13 

0 

187 

Bayston Hill B. 

Bagley B. 

.20 

.20 

5 

0 

15 

20 

0 

0 

92 

48 

Allscott Heath A. 

Trench A. 

Bylet A. 

.25 

..,,.,.24 

.25 

10 

8 

9 

15 

16 
16 

0 

0 

0 

168 

155 

154 







Donn Wood A. 

.25 

7 

17 

1 

150 

Telford Ladies Afternoon 

Bowhna 

Madeley CCA. 

.25 

8 

17 

0 

148 


Division 1 

p 





Bridgnorth A. 

.25 

6 

18 

1 

125 


W 

L 

D 

p 

*10 points deducted from St Georges A 





Sir John Bayley.... 

.19 

14 

5 

0 

98 


Division 2 





Bridgnorth Gold.... 

.19 

12 

5 

2 

94 


p 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Sinclair. 

.19 

14 

5 

0 

92 

Horsehay A. 

.23 

19 

4 

0 

258 

Broseley. 

.20 

11 

9 

0 

86 

Stockton A. 

. { .23 

17 

6 

0 

233 

Maddocks Red. 

.19 

11 

7 

1 

86 

Shifnal A. 

.23 

16 

7 

0 

202 

Maddocks Blue.... 

.19 

10 

9 

0 

76 

Broseley A. 

.23 

13 

10 

0 

187 

Horsehay. 

.19 

10 

9 

0 

72 

Horsehay B. 

.23 

11 

12 

0 

182 

St Georges. 

.19 

8 

10 

1 

70 

Bylet B. 

.23 

11 

12 

0 

170 

Albrighton. 

.19 

7 

12 

0 

66 

Sinclair B. 

.23 

12 

11 

0 

165 

Bylet. 

Hadley USC. 

.19 

.19 

5 

1 

14 

18 

0 

0 

52 

48 

SJ Bayley B*. 

Charlton A. 

.23 

.23 

10 

12 

13 

11 

0 

0 

160 

154 


Division 2 





Edgmond A. 

.23 

10 

13 

0 

152 


P 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Newport B. 

.23 

8 

15 

0 

144 

Donnington Wood 

.16 

12 

4 

0 

88 

Wrack Wood B. 

.24 

7 

17 

0 

134 

Shifnal A. 

.17 

11 

6 

0 

83 

Bowrinq B. 

.23 

4 

19 

0 

99 

Broseley A. 

Shifnal B. 

Chelmarsh. 

.17 

.17 

.17 

11 

6 

0 

79 

72 

71 

*10 points deducted from S J Bayley B 





9 

8 

0 


Division 3 





Sir John Bayley B. 

.17 

9 

8 

0 

66 


p 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Worfield. 

..17 

7 

10 

0 

65 

Allscott Heath B. 

.22 

18 

4 

0 

221 

Charlton. 

.16 

9 

7 

0 

64 

Albrighton A. 

.21 

17 

4 

0 

208 

Bridgnorth Green.. 

.17 

7 

10 

0 

57 

St Georges B. 

.21 

16 

5 

0 

207 

Bowring. 

.17 

0 

17 

0 

27 

Bridgnorth B. 

.22 

12 

10 

0 

176 







Much Wenlock A. 

.22 

11 

11 

0 

157 

Highley Bowling League 


Trench B. 

Madeley CC B. 

.21 

.22 

10 

9 

11 

13 

0 

0 

152 

150 


Division 1 





Donn Wood B. 

.21 

9 

12 

0 

149 


p 

w 

L 

D 

P 

Shifnal B. 

..22 

9 

13 

0 

149 

Islanders A. 

.17 

16 

1 

0 

163 

Maddocks A. 

.22 

6 

16 

0 

136 

Highley A. 

Horsehay A. 

.19 

15 

4 

0 

154 

Newport C. 

.22 

5 

17 

0 

123 

.20 

14 

6 

0 

147 

Chelmarsh A. 

.22 

8 

14 

0 

122 

Madeley A. 

Islanders B. 

.18 

.19 

14 

12 

4 

7 

0 

0 

143 

137 


Division 4 





Stockton. 

.19 

9 

10 

0 

99 

Horsehay C. 

P 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Broseley. 

.19 

7 

12 

0 

94 

.19 

13 

6 

0 

171 

Bridgnorth A. 

.19 

3 

16 

0 

81 

Worfield A. 

.19 

10 

9 

0 

155 

Albrighton. 

.19 

4 

15 

0 

80 

Madeley CC C. 

.19 

12 

7 

0 

153 

Horsehay B. 

.18 

6 

12 

0 

75 

H U S C B.. 

.19 

10 

9 

0 

151 

Bylet A. 

.19 

3 

16 

0 

63 

Sinclair C. 

.19 

9 

10 

0 

151 


Division 2 





Shifnal C. 

Donn Wood C. 

.19 

.19 

11 

10 

8 

9 

0 

0 

148 

146 

Highley B. 

Much Wenlock A.. 

.1*9 

.19 

17 

14 

2 

5 

0 

0 

175 

146 

Allscott Heath C. 

Broseley B. 

.19 

.20 

7 

8 

12 

12 

0 

0 

139 

128 

Worfield A. 

.19 

13 

6 

0 

143 

Wrack Wood C. 

.19 

8 

11 

0 

123 

Horsehay C. 

.19 

12 

7 

0 

142 

Albrighton B. 

.,,.,,19 

7 

12 

0 

109 

Chelmarsh A. 

.19 

12 

7 

0 

112 


Division 5 





Mortimer. 

.19 

7 

11 

1 

108 


p 

W 

L 

D 

p 

Bridgnorth B. 

Worfield B. 

Squirrel. 

Chelmarsh B. 

Bylet B. 

.19 

.19 

.19 

.19 

.20 

10 

7 

5 

4 

3 

9 

12 

13 

15 

17 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

107 

95 

86 

79 

67 

St Georges C. 

SJ Bayley C. 

Charlton B. 

Wrack Wood D*. 

Bridgnorth C. 

.17 

.17 

.17 

.17 

.18 

14 

11 

12 

10 

7 

3 

6 

5 

7 

11 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

173 

153 

144 

133 

125 







Bowring C. 

.17 

9 

8 

0 

124 

Mid Shropshire Seniors 

Bowling 

Bylet C. 

.17 

7 

10 

0 

113 


Division 1 





Much Wenlock B. 

Trench C. 

.17 

.18 

7 

5 

10 

13 

0 

0 

110 

107 

S J Bayley A. 

St Georges A. 

Bylet A. 

.25 

.25 

23 

20 

i 

4 

1 

1 

159 

148 

SJ Bayley D.17 4 

*10 points deducted from Wrack Wood D 

13 

0 

97 

.25 

17 

7 

1 

132 


Division 6 





Newport A. 

.25 

13 

11 

1 

111 


P 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Donn Wood A. 

.25 

14 

11 

0 

108 

Newport D. 

.19 

14 

5 

0 

180 

Highley A. 

.|.,;..25 

9 

13 

3 

95 

Horsehay D. 

.19 

14 

5 

0 

180 

W Horse Husc. 

.25 

12 

12 

1 

94 

Madeley CC D. 

.19 

13 

6 

0 

174 

Bridgnorth A. 

Sinclair A. 

Broseley A. 

Bowring A. 

Madeley CCA. 

Allscott A. 

.25 

.25 

. 25 

.25 

.25 

.25 

12 

10 

10 

10 

9 

5 

13 

14 
13 

15 
15 
19 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

91 

90 

88 

85 

82 

60 

Bridgnorth D. 

Allscott Heath D. 

Highley B. 

Sinclair D. 

Albrighton C. 

.20 

.19 

.19 

.19 

.19 

12 

13 

10 

6 

6 

8 

6 

9 

13 

13 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

167 

160 

143 

127 

121 

Bridgnorth B. 

.25 

4 

20 

1 

57 

Edgmond B. 

Shifnal D. 

.18 

.19 

7 

6 

11 

13 

0 

0 

111 

109 


Division 2 





Donn Wood D. 

.18 

3 

15 

0 

88 

S J Bayley B. 

.25 

17 

7 

? 

136 

Thursday League 




Maddocks A. 

.25 

16 

8 

1 

125 


P 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Horsehay A. 

.25 

15 

9 

1 

118 

Newport. 

.26 

23 

2 

1 

881 

Much Wenlock. 

.25 

15 

9 

1 

112 

Shifnal. 

.25 

18 

7 

0 

813 

Charlton. 

.25 

14 

10 

1 

109 

Wrack Wood. 

.24 

15 

6 

3 

784 

Shifnal A. 

.25 

14 

10 

1 

109 

St. Georges. 

.24 

14 

9 

1 

768 

Albrighton A. 

.,,.....25 

13 

12 

0 

107 

Elephant and Castle. 

.24 

17 

5 

2 

768 

St Georges B. 

.25 

13 

10 

2 

102 

Prince of Wales Hotel. 

..„,,24 

15 

8 

1 

753 

Worfield A. 

.25 

12 

11 

2 

98 

HUSC. 

.25 

14 

10 

1 

745 

Newport C. 

.25 

12 

13 

0 

97 

Bowring A. 

.24 

12 

11 

1 

717 

Wrack Wood A. 

.25 

7 

16 

2 

82 

Sinclair. 

.24 

13 

10 

1 

683 

Madeley C C C. 

.25 

8 

16 

1 

81 

Allscott Heath. 

Trench. 

.24 

.25 

7 

16 

1 

631 

616 

S J Bayley C. 

.25 

8 

16 

1 

72 




.25 


21 





Donn Wood B. 

4 

0 

52 

Madeley. 

.24 

5 

19 

0 

580 


Division 3 





Bowring B. 

.24 

4 

20 

0 

544 


p 

W 

L 

D 

P 

Charlton. 

.25 

0 

25 

0 

513 
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The latest 
returns from 
Shropshire 
golf clubs 

Arscott 

Stableford - division 1: 1 Mark Kudarenko 
39pts, 2 Alex Haspel 38pts, 3 Mike Jones 
36pts; division 2:1 Pete Lewis 40pts, 2 Thomas 
Wilkie 37pts, 3 John Larkham 36pts; division 3: 

1 Mark Newman 33pts, 2 David Wells 32pts, 3 
Tony Leddy 32pts. 

September Medal - division 1: 1 Dan 

Fitzhugh 66-05=61,2 John Bunting 81-12=69, 

3 Jayson Evans 79-09=70; division 2: 1 Mike 
Wilde 85-17=68, 2 Brian Cooke 89-19=70, 3 
John McKay 89-16=73; division 3: 1 Robbie 
Clark 86-21=65, 2 Ian Carswell 92-21=71, 3 
Paul Mulreid 97-21=76. 

Ray Thomas Memorial Trophy: 1 Victor 
King 41pts, 2 Alan Tolhurst 40pts, 3 Jayson 
Evans 39pts. 

Lilleshall Hall 

Monthly Stableford - division one: 1 

D White 42pts, 2 R Butler 38pts, 3 G Baxter 
37, 4S Meadows 37pts. Division two: 1 K Gill 
38pts, 2 R Kerrigan 37pts, 3 S Turnbull 37pts, 

4 I Shaw 36pts. 

Midweek Stableford - division one: 1 G 

Baxter 37pts, 2 P Rushton 36pts, 3 A Mick- 
leright 35pts, 4 D Kidd 35pts. Division two: 1 
K Brown 40pts, 2 K Gill 40pts, 3 P McAllister 
38pts, 4 I Shackleton 38pts. 

Ladies’ Medal 12: 1 D Morton 87-13=74, 2 
B Micklewright 86-10=76, 3 D Nicholson 113- 
36=77, 4JCann 94-16=78. 

Mixed Open Best 2 from 4: 1 Peter Beck- 
ley & Team from Newmarket and LHGC 80, 2 
Mac McKenzie & Team from LHGC 80, 3 Helen 
Darkes & Team from LHGC 76, 4 Anne Belshaw 
& Team from The Shropshire, Church Stretton 
& Bridgnorth 76. 

Hawkstone Park 

Alex Lyle Memorial Trophy: 1 Miles Mere¬ 
dith 81-14=68, 2 Wayne Hollinshead 80-12=68, 
3 Mike Pierce 85-15=70. 

Senior Organisers Cup: 1 Steven Parkin¬ 
son 43pts, 2 Richard Powell 42pts, 3 David 
Barker 38pts. 

Seniors’ Texas Scramble: 1 Alan Moly- 
neux, Dave Robson,Allan Pilkington and Colin 
Brown nett 59.8; 2 Ron Gleave, Phil Sowden, 
Peter Williams and David Brierley nett 62.9; 3 
Gordon Campbell, Douglas Mein, Bob Smith 
and Don Marshall nett 63.2; 4 Barry Roylance, 
Dave Samuels and David Driver De Valle nett 
64.7. 

Past Captains’ Autumn Trophy: 1 Dave 
Greaves 40pts, 2 Dave Barnett 34pts, 3 Robin 
Mackness 34pts. 

Past Captains’ Pot Spring & Autumn: 

David Hiles. 

Ladies’ Past Captains’: Pam Hiles 37pts. 
Best front nine: Wendy Simpson 22pts. 

Henlle Park 

666 Team Competition: 1 Mark Higginson, 
John Evans, Mike Cunningham Bob Rother¬ 
ham; 2 Ralph Mazzerella, Alan Edwards, Ron 
Jones, Gary Campbell; 3 Richie Evans, John 
Evans, Bernie Peters, Ian Clarke. 

Medal Winning Teams Holes 1-6: 1 Des 
Davies, Steve, Meredith, Terry & Cath Gleve; 2 
Tony & Viv Davies Chris & Theresa White; 3 A 
Maxted, Martin, Edwards, Elwyn Griffiths, Jon 
Mann. 

Stableford Winning Teams Holes 7-12: 1 

Stewart Pape Mark Elson, Corry Morris, Joe 
Macaulay; 2 Robby Clark, Ian Griffiths, Garry 
Jones, Geoff Gill; 3 Chris & James Rogers, 
Dave Wilshaw, Tom Hughes. 

Texas Winning Teams Holes 13-18: 1 Stu 
Heathcock, Jack Harris, Derek Kellet, GED 
Taylor; 2 D S Jones Parry, Ian Williams, Phil 
Davies; 3 M Oakley, A Roberts, A Williams, 
Don Bradley. 

Nearest the Pin Prizes 15th: Viv Davies; 
NP 8th: Ian Fort. 

September Stableford - division 1: 1 John 
James Maxted 40, 2 Daniel Nash 38, 3 John 
Eric Evans 38; division 2: 1 Ian V Griffith 42, 

2 Eugene Williams 40, 3 Ian Paul Harris 39; 
division 3: 1 Elwyn Griffiths 35, 2 Peter David 
Brooks 33, 3 Brendan O’Grady 32. 

Oswestry 

Men’s Bradley: 1 Mike Jones, 2 Chris Male. 
Gittins Cup: 1 Brett Hollywell, 2 Andrew Nod- 
der. Monday Cup: 1 Fred Aspinall, 2 John Dri¬ 
scoll. Menzies: 1 Roy Jones & John Hewett, 2 
Guy Wilson & Eric Gluth. Ron Cox: 1 John Git¬ 
tins & Ed Garbett,2 Jez Mellors & Steve France. 

Ladies’ President’s Bowl: 1 Sarah Williams, 
2 Chris Warburton. Northern Goldsmiths: Chris 
Warburton, 2 Sarah Williams.County Wynne 
Corrie: 1 Sarah Williams, 2 Jane Jones. Club 
Championships: 1 Gemma Thornell, 2 Judith 
Thornell. Daily Mail: 1 Jane Jones & Elsa Gwilt, 
2 Pam McLean & Gill Griffiths. 

Mixed Competitions - Aston: 1 Steve 
France & Marie Male, 2 Darryl Hopton & Helen 
Whiting. 

Junior Competitions Tom Earp: 1 Ben 

Wynn, 2 Harri Matthews. 

Ladies’ Helen Shaw Salver: 1 Sarah Wil¬ 
liams 36pts, 2 Emma Hopton 35pts, 3 Margaret 
Landgrebe 33pts*, 4 Maureen Crane 33pts, 5 
Kath Jones 32pts*, 6 Gwyneth Baines Jones 
32pts. 

Seniors’ Stableford: 1 John Driscoll 39pts*, 
2 Carl Manning 39pts, 3 Jim Youens 38pts*, 4 
John Griffiths 38pts*, 5 Mike Sampson 38pts*, 
6 Glynn Buckley 38pts. 

Shrewsbury 

Ladies’ Medal/Birdie Trophy - division 

1: 1 Helen Davies (83-11=72), 2 Marie O’Sul¬ 
livan (92-14=78)*, 3 Jean Evans (94-16=78)*, 4 
Jacqui Austin (101-23=78); division 2: 1 Anne 
Jones (105-25=80), 2 Margaret Cooke (110- 
27=83), 3 Lucy Millar (107-24=83), 4 Marion 
Adams (109-24=85). 

The Brow 

Bryan Downes KO qualifying round: 1 

John Youens 42pts, 2 David Talbot 40pts; 3 Ian 
Davies 38pts, 4 Brian Stuttard 38pts; 5 Terry 
Brough 38pts. 

Mike Jones Trophy winner: John Youens 
87-21=66; Best Gross: Garry Gregory 80; di¬ 
vision 1: Brian Stuttard 84-16=68; division 2: 
Keith Abbott 90-23=67. 

* countback 


Eagles still looking for elusive victory 


OSWESTRY are still looking for their first points in 
the Lancs/Cheshire Two after slipping to a 39-20 de¬ 
feat at home to Birchfield - their third straight loss. 

The result against the league newcomers left 
the Eagles at the foot of the table, one place below 
Dukinfield who they visit in an early basement battle 
on Saturday. 

Watched by a good crowd at Granville Park, 
Oswestry were hoping to kick start their season with 
a good performance having worked hard in training 
- but soon found themselves trailing. 

Birchfield arrived with a large pack having bol¬ 
stered their team with a number of rugby league 
players, and had the perfect start when scoring a 
converted try right from the kick off courtesy of an 
interception. 

With their large pack driving forward, the visitors 
from Widnes soon went over for a second try, con¬ 
verted for a 14-0 lead, while the hosts were dealt an¬ 


other blow when Ruben James had to leave the pitch 
with a shoulder injury which subsequently involved 
a trip to hospital. 

Will Lewis joined the game and was quick to join 
the action, putting some big tackles in as he went on 
to produce a man-of-the-match display. 

Oswestry got their first points on the board when 
Noah Chunsi kicked a penalty, but the physical pres¬ 
ence of the visitors led to a third try in the corner, 
this time unconverted, for a 19-3 lead. 

Will Lewis and Jordan Tsang led some promising 
attacks, but the Birchfield defence held up, while 
the hosts suffered another blow with young Chunsi 
coming off with a shoulder injury to be replaced by 
Ollie Griffiths. 

Oswestry were starting to fight back, with Iwan 
Ellis launching a powerful run, but a drop goal gave 
Birchfield a 22-3 interval lead. 

That advantage was increased soon after the 


break with two more unconverted tries, leaving the 
Eagles staring down the barrel. 

But they continued to show plenty of heart as they 
pressed the visitors, and their determination finally 
paid off with Tsang driving over to touch down. 

Buoyed by the score, Nikola Nikolov ran in a sec¬ 
ond try before Deion Lloyd Hughes powered his way 
over for another score, which Ellis converted to re¬ 
duce the deficit to 32-20. 

As they pushed for another score, the hosts left 
gaps which Birchfield exploited to run in a sixth try 
which they converted for a 39-20 victory. 

Meanwhile, Oswestry’s second string gained their 
first win in the Howell and Co North West League 
division four south with a 49-17 verdict at home to 
their Linley and Kidsgrove counterparts. They are 
away to Northwich III on Saturday. 


Young Olympians up 
and running in series 



The under-13 boys team who came third (from left): Massimo Wyatt, Aaron Warburton, Cato Pugsley, 
Jack Tinney, Ben Rothera and Reuben Gallagher with their delighted team manager Anita Wyatt 


ATHLETICS by John Bridgwater 


ELEVEN young athletes made their 
debuts as Oswestry Olympians jun¬ 
iors opened their new Shropshire 
League cross country season with 
some encouraging performances at 
Lilleshall. 

Newcomers Menna Pugsley, Cato Pug¬ 
sley and Ryan Paige all secured top 10 
finishes, while established club runner 
Bethan Jones took pride of place in finish¬ 
ing third against a strong held in the un¬ 
der-15 girls event. 

The under-11 girls race provided an exciting 
start to the meeting when Menna Pugsley just 
pipped clubmate Evie Foster in a sprint finish 
to take fifth place with both girls being awarded 
the same time. 

Lowri Jones, Kate Hotchkiss and Jessica Card 
all successfully completed the 1500 metre course 
to help the Oswestry club finish fourth of 10 
teams in their category. 

The under-11 boys team, with all six runners 
making their debuts, went one better in finishing 
third. 

Leading the team home was Ryan Paige in sev¬ 
enth place with Lewis Bennett, Archie Calloway, 
Danny Gray, Harry Tidridge and Daniel Paige 
maintaining the momentum with all crossing 
the line in under eight minutes. 

Fine form 

The under-13 boys team came second with 
Cato Pugsley matching his sister Menna by 
being the first Olympian home finishing sixth. 

Massimo Wyatt, Jack Tinney, Reuben Gal¬ 
lagher, Ben Rothera and Arron Warburton 
ensured a wave of Olympian vests passing the 
finishing line, all securing top 20 finishes. 

Despite being the sole Oswestry under-13 fe¬ 
male runner, Seren Roberts continued the fine 
form she has shown in recent triathlon events 
with a top 10 finish. 

Evan Roberts, also an accomplished triathlete, 
matched his sister’s performance with ninth in 
the under-15 boys race. 

A second place was the reward for some deter¬ 


mined running in the under-15 girls team event. 

Bethan Jones completed the 3km course in less than 
11 minutes to finish third, while fine performances 
from Mia Tate, Anna Rothera, Mia Wyatt and Nia 
Tansley all contributed to the team success. 

Nia’s sister Rhiannon completed the racing for 
Oswestry with a creditable top-10 finish at under-17. 

Club officials were delighted with the performances 
of the athletes, at least two of whom had made the 


effort to travel across the county to Lilleshall after 
having played football or rugby earlier in the day. 

Club training for team members and others, contin¬ 
ues from 11am to 12 noon every Saturday at Gatacre 
in preparation for the next cross country race which 
will be at Bridgnorth on Sunday, October 21. 

Many of the team will also be in Bridgnorth the 
weekend before to compete in the first Sportshall 
League fixture of the season. 


COBRA strike for super away-day win 


COBRA moved up to second place in rugby’s North 
Wales League division two with a hard-fought 14-5 
success at Bangor thanks to tries in each half from 
Jack Jukes and Ieuan Williams. 

After chalking up a couple of wins against local ri¬ 
vals Welshpool, the Meifod men made the trip north 
in good spirits as they looked to avenge a costly de¬ 
feat in north Wales last season. 

Playing uphill in the first half, they took the lead 
when a break from second row Lloyd Bright re¬ 
leased No8 Jukes to race over the whitewash. 

A second try early in the second half looked to 
have put COBRA in control as Jukes carved an 
opening for outside centre Williams to touchdown. 

With both tries converted by Will Worthington, 
the visitors were looking in good shape, but could 
not push on as Bangor rallied to reduce the arrears 
with an unconverted try. 

Despite having plenty of ball in the last 20 min¬ 
utes, the home side were unable to find a way 


RUGBY by John Bridgwater 


through a solid COBRA defence who would be 
happy to return with four points. 

Victory took the Llanfair men into second spot, 
four points adrift of early leaders Llanidloes, and 
looking to keep up the momentum at home to local 
rivals Dolgellau on Saturday. 

They will be hoping for the return of some of their 
backs as they look to be more incisive behind the 
scrum. 

After a promising first half, WELSHPOOL suc¬ 
cumbed 29-12 at home to Powys rivals Newtown 
who took a grip in the second period. 

Pool crossed for a couple of tries, fly half Tom Wil¬ 
liams getting the first before half time to give his 
side hope, and centre Jake Best touched down in 
the second period. 

But it was not enough as Newtown as dominated 


after the break to ultimately run out convincing 
winners. 

Having slipped to third bottom, Welshpool will be 
out to bounce back at home to Bangor on Saturday. 

Llanidloes moved four points clear at the top after 
making it three straight wins with a 34-0 success at 
home to Rhyl. 

Despite the final scoreline, it proved a keenly con¬ 
tested affair, that at times became disjointed due to 
wet weather and some refereeing decisions. 

But Llani ultimately ran out convincing winners 
with centre Adam Price scoring one of the tries, 
while kicking five penalties and a conversion for a 
22 point haul. 

Machynlleth suffered their second loss in the 
Welsh League division three north when downed 
25-11 at Denbigh Seconds. 

Despite a patched up side, which saw them travel 
with 13 forwards in their 16-man squad, Mach more 
than matched their hosts. 


Llanfair 
hit for six 
as Castle 
rule day 

LLANFAIR United learned some 
harsh lessons after being hit for 
six by one of the early challengers 
Bishop’s Castle in the Montgomer¬ 
yshire League division one. 

Despite a promising first half in 
which they should have been level, 
United were swept aside after the 
break, with their consolation com¬ 
ing from Ashley Davies. 

Forden stayed three points clear 
at the top after maintaining their 
100 per cent record with a 3-1 
win at Meifod that banished last 
season’s cup loss to the same op¬ 
ponents 

Christian Webster scored twice 
in a tough, hard-fought encounter, 
with Ross Harris also on the mark. 

Second placed Guilsfield Re¬ 
serves kept up the pressure after 
making it four wins out of four 
with a 1-0 success at Llangedwyn, 
with Owen Rothwell getting the 
game’s only goal. 

In division two, Waterloo Re¬ 
serves went down 3-1 at Newtown 
Wanderers, with Scott Holley get¬ 
ting their reply. 

Results 

Division one: Bishop’s Castle 
6 Llanfair United Res 1, Llanfyllin 
Town 1 Trewern 4, Llangedwyn 0 
Guilsfield Res 1, Meifod 1 Forden 
United 3. 

Division two: Abermule Res 4 
Kerry Res 2, Churchstoke Res 1 
Welshpool Res 4, Four Crosses Res 
1 Llanymynech 2, Llanrhaeadr Res 
3 Llansantffraid Res 1, Llanwyd- 
dyn 0 Trefonen 20, Newtown Wan¬ 
derers 3 Waterloo Rovers Res 1. 


Ifton sign off 
season with 
home defeat 

IFTON ended a fluctuating cam¬ 
paign in the Salop Leisure Shrop¬ 
shire Premier Bowls League on a 
flat note after crashing to a heavy 
13-3 home defeat to St Georges in 
their last action. 

Defeat, by an aggregate of 239- 
207, saw the St Martins side finish 
in a modest 12th position (third 
bottom), while their visitors ce¬ 
mented fourth place courtesy of 
their fine finish. 

Skipper Dicky Jones chalked 
up Ifton’s best result of the night 
when overcoming Dave King 21- 
14, while Martin Jones prevailed 
21-16. 

Their other success came 
through Nicky Jones, who edged 
out Tony Rhodes 21-20, while Ian 
Jones and Sam Williams were 
both pipped 21-20. 

It was a disappointing conclu¬ 
sion to the season for Ifton who 
had looked to be heading for a top 
half of the table finish before three 
straight defeats saw them slip into 
the lower reaches. 

Newly crowned champions Cas- 
tlefields completed a successful 
campaign by defeating visiting 
Wrockwardine Wood 9-5 (227- 
212), while runners-up Newport 
were 11-3 (245-174) home winners 
against Wem USC. 

Ladies make 
battling point 

AFTER securing their first win in 
the Cheshire Ladies Hockey League 
division three the week before, 
Oswestry followed it up with a bat¬ 
tling 3-3 draw at home to Lymm 
Ladies III. 

With four points from their 
opening three outings, they look 
to stretch their unbeaten run on 
Saturday against visitors Chester 
Ladies III who lie one place above 
in fifth spot. 
















Brilliant 
Berriew 
hit six past 
the leaders 

BUOYANT Berriew produced a 
stunning show to hammer previ¬ 
ously unbeaten leaders Radnor 
Valley 6-2 in the MMP Mid Wales 
League division one. 

Richard Davies fired a hat-trick 
to lead the way for the Rhiewsid- 
ers, while Charlie Humphreys 
weighed in with a brace and Joe 
Haycock got the other in a clinical 
display. Despite the defeat, Valley 
remain two points clear at the 
top from Caersws who hammered 
Kerry 10-2 to underline their title 
credentials. 

Rhydian Davies and Phil Jones 
both scored twice as the Bluebirds 
put the Lambs to the slaughter, 
with Tom Richards, Aled Jones, 
Mark Edmondson, Elliot Jones, 
Craig Harris and Lance Jones also 
finding the net. 

Unbeaten Llanfair United 
stayed in range of the pacesetters 
in fourth spot with a hard fought 
4-1 verdict against newly pro¬ 
moted Builth Wells at the Mount. 

Despite playing with 10 men for 
over an hour, a goal in each half by 
Josh Astley, a Karl Seliaerts pen¬ 
alty and Toby Evans sealed the 
points. 

Carno swamped Tywyn Bryn- 
crug 5-1, with Richie Evans and 
Andy Evans both scoring twice, 
while Churchstoke slumped 5-0 at 
Bow Street. 

Welshpool Town’s poor run con¬ 
tinued after suffering their third 
successive league defeat when 
downed 3-1 at home to Aberaeron. 

Despite Will Thomas finding the 
net, Pool succumbed to goals from 
Gareth Severs, Elwyn Edwards 
and Ifan Burrell, while being de¬ 
nied by some fine saves by Neil 
Evans in goal. 

Llanidloes Town produced a 
five-star display to keep the pres¬ 
sure on the division one leaders 
with a 5-1 beating of Llansantff- 
raid Village at Victoria Avenue. 

Llion Jenkins, Dewi Allen and 
Connor Bird all found the net in 
the first half and, despite a reply 
from the visitors soon after the 
break, the Daffs restored their 
three goal advantage through 
Gregg Brown before Peter Rees 
completed the scoring late on. 

Meanwhile, Montgomery stayed 
four points clear at the top of 
the second division table with a 
3-1 victory at Presteigne Dyffryn 
Banw won 2-1 at Borth United 
to move up to fourth, while Dol¬ 
gellau were 3-1 winners against 
Rhayader Town. 

■ Fielding a mixture of first and 
reserve teamers, Llanidloes Town 
kept their flag flying in the Rad¬ 
norshire Cup with a 3-1 passage 
against Newbridge. 


Now Brecon 
pull out of 
the league 

A SECOND club has withdrawn 
from the MMP Mid Wales League - 
this time from division two. 

Just a few weeks after Knighton 
Town pulled out of division one, 
Brecon Northcote - who acquitted 
themselves so well last season - have 
called time on the league with im¬ 
mediate effect due to lack of players. 

“We can only apologise for this 
drastic action,” said a statement 
from the club. 

“The vast majority of the club are 
deeply disappointed in the actions of 
the various players who have only 
aided this demise from finishing in 
third place in division two last sea¬ 
son to barely finding a team to play 
each week. 

“We want to apologise to each 
member club, especially those who 
are affected by the expulsion of our 
results.” 

Meanwhile, Caersws reserves 
have also folded after failing to at¬ 
tract a manager for the JT Hughes 
Montgomeryshire League campaign, 
but hope to return next season. 


Rare off-day sees 
TNS draw a blank 
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THE New Saints drew a blank against 
a spirited Bala Town side who picked 
up their first point on the road in the 
JD Welsh Premier after three straight 
defeats. 

Having netted 17 goals from their previous 
three home league games, the Saints failed to 
add to that tally as the Lakesiders became the 
first side to stop the league leaders from scoring 
at Park Hall this season. 

Bala, who had lost four times to the defending 
champions last season, deserved plenty of credit 
for a display full of resolve as they sat deep look¬ 
ing to counter attack. 

Some stout defending coupled with wasteful 
finishing denied the Saints, but the visitors ar¬ 
guably missed the best chance of the game when 
Steven Tames blazed over from five yards early 
into the second half. 

Although TNS could take heart from a fifth 
straight clean sheet, they have now seen their 
lead at the top trimmed to one point after Con- 
nah’s Quay won 4-0 at Llandudno. 

Manager Scott Ruscoe admitted it had been a 
frustrating night for his charges who were kept 
at bay by a Bala side desperate to make their 
amends for a poor run on their travels. 

“Credit to Bala, they set up well, and we knew 
it would take time to break them down,” he said. 

“They came here looking to make it as difficult 
as they could for us. They dropped deep and did 
not allow us any space, and in the end, we did not 
do quite enough to get that goal. 

“Had we managed to get the lead, we could 
have gone on to win by two or three, but it was 
to to be our night. 

“But there are still positives. It’s another 
clean sheet and five games unbeaten, and we 
move on.” 

Despite having their openings, TNS only 
forced Bala keeper Ashley Morris into a hand¬ 
ful of saves, his best coming in injury time when 
diving to his left to tip a shot from sub Adrian 
Cieslewicz round the post. 

Early on, striker Dean Ebbe poked an effort 
wide while Aeron Edwards saw his shot from the 
edge of the box met by a low save from keeper 
Morris . 

The visitors had set their stall out early on, 
sitting deep while looking to create chances on 
the break. 

Henry Jones tested Paul Harrison with a 
wicked corner that the Saints stopper had to 
palm away from under the bar, while Stuart J 
Jones also went close from another flag kick fol¬ 
lowed by strong claims for handball. 

Danny Redmond spurned the best first half 
opportunity for the home side just before break 
when smashing his shot wide after the ball had 
fallen invitingly in the box. 

The midfielder also went close to breaking the 
deadlock just after the interval when putting an¬ 
other effort just past the post after jinking his 
way through the defence. 

But Bala could have been ahead 10 minutes 
into the second half when top scorer Tames fired 
over from five yards out after being fed by Evan 
Horwood following a strong run down the wing 
by Henry Jones. 

TNS threatened again on the hour as they 
began to up the ante, with Edwards shooting just 
over the bar after being teed up by Redmond on 
the edge of the box. 

With plenty of possession, Scott Ruscoe’s side 


Roberts is victorious at home 



Trophy time - Tote singles (from left) winner Trevor Roberts, runner-up Curtis Metcalfe and league 

President John Hughes 


TREVOR ROBERTS is not just 
good at organising competitions 
for the Oswestry League, he can 
play a bit too. 

And the Johnstown bowler 
proved that by winning the Tote 
singles on his own green on Sun¬ 
day. 


In doing so, he sentenced Cur¬ 
tis Metcalfe (Ifton) to a third 
taste of being a runner-up in a 
comp in recent weeks. 

“A strong field of 43 bowlers 
competed on a tricky Johnstown 
green,” said an Oswestry League 
spokesman. “The final was an 


evenly contested game up to 
midway. Trevor managed to pull 
ahead to lead 18-11 and then 
hang on to win to 15. 

“The semi-finals were also tight 
games with Trevor beating James 
Ashton to 17 and Curtis beating 
Megis Phillips 21-15.” 


Hot Howarth nets another hat-trick 


DAVE Howarth bagged his second hat-trick of the 
season as FC Oswestry Town got back on track in 
the Hallmark North West Counties League with a 
5-2 victory away to Barnton. 

It was a big improvement from Town whose clin¬ 
ical finishing gave them the edge in an encounter 
between two committed sides, and they now move 
up to 10th in the table. 

After their Northwich hosts had taken the lead 
through Ryan Malone’s strike on 21 minutes fol¬ 
lowing a poor backpass from Owen Lloyd, Town 
were all square before the break through Howarth 
after Mike O’Reilly and Liam Parry both had efforts 
blocked by keeper Aaron Lyons. 

Parry then put the visitors in front five min¬ 
utes after the interval, only for Barnton to get 
themselves back on terms through Lee Guirado’s 
25-yarder midway through the half. 

But the Oswestry side finished strongly with 
Howarth completing his hat-trick with two goals in 
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the space of 60 seconds on 77 and 78 minutes. 

Parry completed the scoring with his second goal 
two minutes into injury time after cutting in from a 
pass by sub Callum Jones. 

ST MARTINS lost ground on the leading pack 
after going down 4-3 in a thrilling encounter at 
Vauxhall Motors. 

The Saints had led 3-1 at the break, but their 
hosts rallied in the second half to complete a stir¬ 
ring fightback. 

Dan Stevens’ side made a perfect start, taking the 
lead after four minutes through Harrison Milling¬ 
ton following a goalmouth scramble. 

In a frantic opening, the visitors doubled the lead 
on 26 minutes when Dave Easthope started and fin¬ 
ished a swift move, 

Motors reduced the arrears six minutes later 


courtesy of Dave Exell, despite a suspicion of off¬ 
side, but a terrific goal from Karl Bailey on 37 min¬ 
utes restored the two-goal advantage for the visitors 
at the break. 

Shawn Melusi poked wide early in the second 
half, but Motors stepped up a gear as Ben Holmes 
pulled one back on 57 minutes before skipper Tom 
Michell then headed in the leveller from a corner 
two minutes later. 

George Austin pulled off a couple of good saves to 
keep the Saints on terms, before Bailey fired wide 
at the other end. But the home side got their noses 
back in front eight minutes from time when Daniel 
Cross found the net after his first effort had been 
blocked to cap a terrific fightback. 

Basement side ELLESMERE RANGERS are 
still seeking their first win in the league after going 
down 1-0 at home to Cheadle Town whose Ruben 
Abrreu got the only goal 10 minutes into the second 
half. 


Llan fail to 
spark as 
Flint nick 
the points 

NEWCOMERS Llanrhaeadr 
slipped to third successive defeat 
in the Huws Gray Alliance when 
edged out 1-0 at home to Flint 
Town United at Treflan. 

Despite down to 10 men after 
having Sam Hart sent off right 
on half time, Flint prevailed when 
Damian Ketley touched in Richie 
Foulkes’ shot a minute after the 
interval. 

It was a disappointing outcome 
for Llan who failed to capitalise 
on their numerical advantage, 
and now find themselves 11th in a 
congested mid-table that sees one 
point separate six teams. 

But they can take heart from a 
much-improved display, despite 
struggling to find a way through a 
well marshalled visiting backline. 

Flint had started strongly, hav¬ 
ing an early goal ruled out follow¬ 
ing a corner, and also having an 
effort cleared off the line. 

At the other end, Marc Griffiths 
had a shot blocked at the near post 
from a Khyam Lytton cross, while 
the visitors again went close when 
Brandon Burrows rattled the bar 
from outside the box. 

A flashpoint right on half time 
saw Flint’s Hart red-carded for 
violent conduct for retaliation fol¬ 
lowing Dan Weaver’s challenge. 

Despite having an extra man 
after the break, Llan fell behind 
soon after the restart when they 
failed to fully clear the danger as 
Foulkes’ strike from the edge of 
the box was turned in by Ketley. 

The hosts went on the attack, 
Iwan Matthews pulling a shot 
wide, Kieran Evans shot over, 
while hey had strong claims for 
handball turned down. 

Sub Chris Aitken went closest 
to a leveller when his header from 
a Joe Vaughan cross was kept out 
by a superb save from debutant 
keeper Chris Sanna. 

It was also a disappointing day 
for GUILSFIELD whose topsy 
turvy season continued as they lost 
3-1 at home to Buckley Town. 

After a goalless first half, Aled 
Beilis made the breakthrough for 
Buckley with a penalty five min¬ 
utes after the interval. 

Chris Roberts then doubled the 
advantage on the hour mark and, 
despite a 73rd minute reply from 
Steve Blenkinsop, the visitors 
sealed the win through Keiron 
Moore three minutes from time. 
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Weekend to 
forget after 
Ladies crash 

THE New Saints Ladies crashed out 
of the SSE Women’s FA Cup with a 
7-1 exit at Long Eaton United La¬ 
dies in the second qualifying round. 

Defeat against their Derbyshire 
hosts added to the early struggles 
for TNS who are still looking for 
their first points in the FA Womens 
Premier League Midlands One after 
three straight defeats. 

Having reached the fourth round 
of the FA Cup last term, to fall so 
early would have been disappoint¬ 
ing. 

But the visitors were always up 
against it after going two goals be¬ 
hind early on through Jade Arber 
and Ashleigh Evans on five and 
seven minutes. 

The Saints were given hope with 
an own goal from Millie Fulgar a 
minute later, but Long Easton tight¬ 
ened their grip with two more goals 
before the break. 

Evans made it 3-1 with her second 
on 27 minutes, and Amy Pashley 
added a fourth on the half hour. 

Chances of a second half fight¬ 
back evaporated once Arber got her 
second of the game on 61 minutes, 
before Lucy Johnston (67) and Nicki 
Harford-Smyth (79) sealed the vic¬ 
tory. 

The Saints return to league duty 
on Sunday as they seek their first 
league points against Solihull Moors 
Ladies at Park Hall (2pm). 
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TNS hoping 
to get back 
on goal trail 

THE New Saints aim to show their Sun¬ 
day best when they visit Cardiff Met 
University for this weekend’s televised 
lunchtime showdown in the JD Welsh 
Premier. 

After being held to a goalless deadlock 
at home to Bala Town last Friday - the 
first time they have failed to score at 
Park Hall this term - the league leaders 
will be keen to get back to winning ways. 

The Bala draw saw their lead trimmed 
to just one point after Connah’s Quay 
won 4-0 at Llandudno - and the Nomads 
have a chance of moving top when they 
entertain Carmarthen Town on Satur¬ 
day. 

Standing in the way of the Saints on 
Sunday (12.45) is a Cardiff Met side who 
have suffered a mixed start with nine 
points from seven games after the stu¬ 
dents went down 2-1 at Newtown last 
week. 

“They’ve had an indifferent start, but 
it’s always a tough game against them on 
a tight pitch,” said TNS manager Scott 
Ruscoe. 

“They are a good side, well drilled and 
organised and stick to a game plan.” 

The Saints chief, however, will be 
backing his side to hit the goal trail 
again after drawing a blank against the 
Lakesiders. 

“We controlled the game, but just did 
not do quite enough to get that goal,” 
he added. “It was not our night, but 
we can take positives as it was another 
clean clean sheet, and we are unbeaten 
in five.” 

Their Cardiff hosts have had a mixed 
start with three wins and four defeats in 
their opening seven outings to languish 
in the bottom half of the table. 

Despite having never defeated the 
Saints, though, they have proved tricky 
opponents with just the odd goal often 
separating the sides in previous meet¬ 
ings. 

■ TNS will start their defence of the 
Nathaniel MG Cup with a second round 
trip to Cymru Alliance side Prestatyn 
Town next Wednesday, October 3. 

Llanrhaeadr looking 
to get back on track 

LLANRHAEADR were looking to get 
back on track in the Huws Gray Alliance 
with two games this week. 

After a creditable start following their 
promotion, the villagers have suffered 
three losses, the most recent being 
their 1-0 reverse at home to Flint Town 
United on Saturday. 

They were soon back in action again 
when visiting Penrhyncoch on Tuesday, 
before welcoming Gresford Athletic to 
Treflan on Friday night (7.30). 

“Although we lost to Flint, it was a 
much better performance and there were 
plenty of positives,” said chairman Mel 
Roberts. 

Guilsfield faced a testing trip to early 
leaders Airbus Broughton on Tuesday 
night. That game is followed by a home 
fixture with improving Holyhead Hot¬ 
spur on Saturday (2.30). 


Oswestry hoping Clarke will play on 


JOE Clarke’s move to Nottinghamshire could 
see the end of his participation for Oswestry in 
Birmingham Premier League cricket for the fore¬ 
seeable future. 

Last season, the early order batsmen made six 
appearances for the Bordermen in the first divi¬ 
sion, and averaged nearly 50. 

Oswestry chairman Chris Wiseman, however, 
does not rule out the possibility of Clarke return¬ 
ing to Morda Road next season to play the occa- 
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sional Birmingham League game. 

“It is, of course, entirely down to Notts and 
Joe - but James Taylor played the odd game for 
Shrewsbury when he was at Trent Bridge and in 
the England set-up. 

“Joe has been brilliant in the dressing room this 
year, and has made every effort to play whenever 


available. We could not have asked for more. 

“We shall certainly be looking to retain his Bir¬ 
mingham League registration as a ‘home grown’ 
player. 

“Whatever happens, we all wish Joe the very 
best of luck in this, the new chapter of his career.” 

The 22-year-old, who had been the subject of 
interest from several other counties with his 
contract at New Road expiring, was making his 
final appearance for Worcestershire in this week’s 
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OSWESTRY’S exciting young 
batsman Joe Clarke has joined 
County Championship first di¬ 
vision side Nottinghamshire on 
a four-year deal as he looks to 
boost his England chances. 

The 22-year-old from Trefonen is one of the 
hottest young prospects in the game at the mo¬ 
ment, and will make the move having just helped 
Worcestershire to the Vitality Blast T20 title. 

But with the Pears being relegated to division 
two next season, Clarke - who played six times 
for Oswestry in the Birmingham League last 
term - has now switched to Notts for what is be¬ 
lieved to be a much improved contract. 

With ambitions of playing Test cricket, the 
England Lions batsman is one of a number of 
players to be heading for Trent Bridge along with 
Derbyshire opener Ben Slater, Northants bats¬ 
men Ben Duckett and Zak Chappell, the former 
Leicestershire all rounder. 

While representing Oswestry during the sum¬ 
mer, Clarke smashed a whirlwind 122 against 
Leamington Spa in just 68 balls with five sixes 
and 10 fours. 

And just 48 hours earlier, he struck a superb 
undefeated 177 for Worcestershire against Not¬ 
tinghamshire, the county he is now joining. 

In his First Class career to date, Clarke has 
amassed over 3,800 runs in 60 matches at an av¬ 
erage in excess of 40, including 12 centuries with 
a career-best of 194 versus Derbyshire in 2016. 

His record in the white ball arena is equal- 
ly-impressive, with four further centuries and 
over 2,300 runs in List A and T20 cricket and a 
strike rate of 152 in the shortest format. 

In total, Clarke has managed over 1,500 runs 
across the 2018 season, and Nottinghamshire di¬ 
rector of cricket Mick Newell is excited about the 
batsman’s arrival. 

“We’re very pleased that Joe has decided to join 
us. He’s a very good young player with a great 
record already behind him,” he said. 

“Hopefully we can make the most of his talent 
and help him become the best player he can be.” 


Life’s a beach for Olympians 



Seren Roberts, Evan Roberts and Bethan Jones at the Sandman Triathlon in Anglesey 


THREE junior members of Oswestry Olym¬ 
pians Triathlon section achieved outstanding 
performances at the gruelling Sandman Junior 
Triathlon Competition in Anglesey. 

Bethan Jones and Evan Roberts both secured 
podium finishes whilst Evan’s sister Seren fin¬ 
ished in fourth place. 

The trio found the Anglesey weather to be 
cold but dry for what was to be their tough¬ 
est challenges of the triathlon season. Bethan 
Jones, competing in the youth category, faced 
a 300 metre swim in the sea, a 5.6km bike ride 
on tracks through the Newborough forest and 
finally a challenging 2.4km run out along a 
forestry track before returning along the sand 
beach to conclude the event, with a superb time 
of 35:25 enough to secure second place. 


Competing in the T3 category, Evan Roberts 
faced the same course and was rewarded for 
a typically gritty performance with a bronze 
medal placing timed at 35:43. 

A fiercely competitive T2 category saw Seren 
Roberts take on a 200 metre swim, a 3.6km 
bike ride, and a 1.2km run. 

Completing the course in 21 minutes and two 
seconds, with the same time as the third placed 
triathlete, Seren was unlucky to miss out on a 
podium finish by three tenths of a second. 

The youngsters returned home a little weary 
but proud of their outstanding performances 
which were just rewards for the efforts put 
in by them and their coaches at the Friday 
evening Oswestry Olympians Triathlon train¬ 
ing sessions. 


Town face 
tough trip 
at weekend 

FC Oswestry Town face a challenge at 
Wythenshawe Amateurs on Saturday 
as they look to climb the Hallmark 
North West Counties League divison 
one (south). 

Their south Manchester hosts have 
made a strong start to the season, lying 
in second, but Town can make the trip 
in good heart after returning to form 
with a 5-2 victory at Northwich side 
Barnton. 

Dave Howarth scored his second hat- 
trick of the season, while Liam Parry 
also weighed in with a brace as the vis¬ 
itors showed their credentials to move 
up to 10th. 

“Our ability is never in doubt, but 
what was pleasing on Saturday was our 
workmate and desire,” said manager 
Matt Burton. 

“It was our best performance of the 
season, the lads are settling in now, and 
our quality shone through. 

“It’s another tough game on Satur¬ 
day, but looking at the 11 games we 
have played, and there are no easy 
games in the league.” 

ST MARTINS were again on the road 
on Tuesday night to Stone Dominoes, 
their eighth away game in 11 outings, 
before returning home on Saturday to 
take on Warrington high fliers Rylands 
at Park Hall (3pm). 

After slipping down to eighth fol¬ 
lowing last week’s thrilling 4-3 loss at 
Vauxhall Motors, the Saints will want 
to make a swift riposte. 

Boss Dan Stevens says his side can 
take plenty of credit from their defeat 
against the Motors who overturned a 
3-1 deficit to win in the second half. 

“The lads gave everything and should 
be proud of the part they played in a 
great spectacle,” he said. 

Still looking for their first win this 
term, Ellesmere Rangers hosted Old 
Stone Alleynians on Tuesday night, be¬ 
fore taking on Stockport Town at Beech 
Grove on Saturday. 

Welshpool facing 
tough test in Cup 

THE Welsh Cup takes centre stages this 
weekend as local clubs look to keep their 
flag flying in the competition. 

Welshpool Town face a tricky tussle 
with MMP Mid Wales League division 
one rivals Llanidloes in their second 
qualifying round tie at Maesydre (2.30). 

Unbeaten Llanfair United also have 
home advantage when they welcome 
Aberaeron to the Mount, while Berriew 
entertain Builth Wells, who were con¬ 
querors of Llansantffraid Village in the 
previous round. 

Four Crosses, who dispatched Water¬ 
loo Rovers 5-0 in the previous round, 
face a trip to Llandrindod Wells, while 
Abermule are on the road to Brecon Cor- 
ries. Other pairings see in-form Caersws 
host Tywyn Bryncrug, while Carno visit 
Radnor Valley and Machynlleth are 
home to Dolgellau. Elsewhere, Chirk 
AAA are away to Mold Alex. 



PLAY RELAX ENJOY 

Excellent value for money, stunning 18hole parkland golf course 
Membership options to suit your needs 

Welcoming atmosphere & great social scene 
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